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A Local Law to amend the admmlstratlve code of the city of New York 1n relatlon to providing
legal services for tenants who are sub]ect to eviction proceedings

Beit ex_lacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by
' . I . ' . ) - . J . ‘ . ' ‘ o . :
adding a new chapter 13 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 13

PROVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES IN EVICTION PROCEEDINGS

§ 26-1301 Deﬁmtlons

§ 26-1302 Provision of legal Services.

§ 26-1303 Public hearing, | o :
§ 26-1304 Reporting. - ' Lo o ;
§ 26-1305 Rules‘. ' g : ‘

- § 26-1301 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms have_the

iS

following_meanings:

Brief legal assistance. The term “brief legal‘as'sisfance” means_individualized legal

assistance provided in a single consultation by a designated organization to a covered individual in-

connection with-a covered proceeding.



Coordinator. The term “coordinator” means the coordinator of the office of civil justice.

Covered individual. The term “‘covered individual” meaps a tépant of a rental dwelling unit

located in the city, including any tenant in a building operated by the New York city housing

authority; who is.a respondent in a covered proceeding.

.

- Covered proceeding. The term “covered proceeding” means any summary proceeding in

housing court to.evict a covered individual, including a summary proceeding to ‘seek possession
A - . L ' | ’ o - .

for the non-payment of rent or 4 holdover, or an administrative proceeding of the New York city

housing authority for termination of tenancy. < "
h . N ‘ ) : : . l..‘ * . )
Designated citywide languages. The term “designated citywide languages” has the

1

meaning ascribeld to such term in section 23-1101.
. e ' - . - ' - . P :.‘ -
- Designated organization. - The term “designated organization” means a_not-for-profit

organization or éssociation that has the capacity to provide.le,t’.t'al services and is designated by the

coordinator 'purs_'uant to this. cha'pter. _
Full ]ég. al representation. “The term “full legal repreéentation” means ongoing legal

L .
kS

; representation provided by a'designated organization to an inc{l)mefeligible individual and all legal

advice,: advoéady, and assistance associated with such representation. Full legal representation

includés, but is not limited to, the filing of a notice of appearance on behalf of the income-eligible
individual in a chered proceeding.’

Housing court. The term “housing court” means the housing part of the New York city civil
y L TN :

y '
court. - .

i

Income-i:ligible individual. The term “income-eligible individual” means a covered

individual wh0$e 'annual ross household income is not in qxces‘s of 200 percent of the federal

poverty guidelipes as updated periodically in the federal regiéter by the Unitedetates départment
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of health and hurhan services pursuant to subsection (2) of _seéﬁion 9902 of title 42 of the United

1
R

" States code.

‘Legal services. The teﬁn “iega] services” means brief legal'assistan‘ce- or full legal

representation.

' 8'26-13\0:2- Provision of legal services. a. Subject to appropriation, the coordinator shall

establish a program to provide access to legal services for covered individuals in. covered

proceedings in h_gousin;;r court and shall ensure that, no later than July 31, 2022:

1. all coxf‘ferecl individuals receive access to brief legal éssistance no Iatgr than their first

scheduled appearance in a covered proceeding in housing court, or as soon thereafter as is

practicable: and

_ 2. all income-eligible individuals receive access to full legal representation no later than .

their first scheduled appearance in a covered proceeding in housing court, or as soon thereafter as

is practicable. -

b. Subject to appropriation, no later than Octbber 1. 20;1-71 the coordinator shall establish a

' program to provide access to legal services in administrative proceedings of the New York city

housing authont-v for tenants of bull_dmgs operated by the New York City housing authpnty who

have been served with charges in such administrative proceedings for termination of tenancy and -

) ' i .
shall ensure that; no later than July 31, 2022, all such tenants receive access to such legal Services.

c. The coordinator shall estimate annually the expﬁnditufes required for each year of

1

iniplementation} of ther pro,érams described by subdivisions ‘a and r_b of this s_ection. Beginning

P , .
summary of any changes to such estimates for expénditures. .

October 1, 2022 and no l?tgr' than each ‘October‘l thereafier,’ the coordinator shall publish ﬁ

d. The coordinator shall annua]lv review the performémce of designated organizations,

3
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e. The coordinator shall require each designated organization to identify the geographic

areas for which such organization will provide legal services. For each such geographic area, the
- coordinator shallwrnaintain a list 'of sUch organiz‘atii)ns that provfide such legal serViccs.

- : v

f. Any legal services performed bv a designated organlzatlon pursuant to thls chapter shall

h

not supplant replace or satlsfv any obllgatlons or resp0n51b111t1es of such desi gnated orgamzatron.

pursuant to any o';ther program, agreem‘ent. or contr'act. -

!

. [ - T 7 ot i ’ . o
g, Nothin:g in th_is chapter or the administration-or appli_cation thereof shall be construed to

I3

create a pnivate night of action on the part of any person or entity against the city or any agency,

o _
official, or emplch)yee thereof.

§ 26- 1303 Public heanng a. Followmg the establlshment of -the programs described by

sectlon 26- 1302 the coordlnator .shall hold one publlc ‘heanng each year  to recelve

recommendation‘s and feedback about such programs.

Ir

b. Such heanng shall be open tg the public, and the coordmator shall prowde notice of such

- hearing, no-léss than 30 days before such hearing, by: R

L

L postin'g! ‘in the housing court in the designated citmide languages; .

2. posting_in public_offices of the department of social services/human _resources

]
;}

administration ih the designated citywide languages; and A

3. outreeich through loc¢al media and to’ ezrch designzitedorganization 10ca1 elected officials.

the supervrsmg ludge of the housing court, and commumty—based orgamzatlons

c. At such hearing, wntten and oral testlmony_ max be QI‘OVldCd

d. The c‘oordmator shall cause a transcript of such hearing‘ to be produced and shall post

 such transcript online no later than 45 days after the meeting.;f |



§ 26-1304 Réportingl a. No Ilater than Sepfember 1, 2(_)1:8 and annually bv: each September

1 thereaﬂer; the :coordinatof’shail submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council. and post .

online, a review.i’ of the program established pursuant to subdivision a of section 26-1302 and

b ,
i

. information regdrding its implementation, to the extent such ihformdtion is available, including,

-

. ‘ i .

but not limited to:
R & ,

1. the 'est_ima'ted number of coyered individuals;

2. the number of individuals receiving légal services, disaggregated by the following

characteristics of such individuals:

i borough and postal code of residence; e

ii. age of head of household;
iii. household size: _
iv. estiméltéd length of tenancy;

v. approximate household income;
. . + K . L !

. . ]; - . R .. ! . _7 . ’ e - P
vi. receipt of ongoing public assistance at the time such legal services were initiated;
L

Vil ténar[icv in rent-regulated housing; and .

1

viii. tenancy in housing operated by the New York city housing authority;
b S o L

3. outcornes immediately following the prdVision of full légal representation, as applicable
do , . S ‘
and available, iricluding, but not limited to, the number of:
T ' o

i. case dispositions allowing individuals to remain in their residence;
[ . . ) o .
\ T
ii. case dispositions requiring individuals'to be displaced from their residence; and

iii. instances where the attormey was discharged or withdrew.

4. non—p“aymeht and holdover petitions.filed in housing court, warrants of eviction issued in

housing court, and residential evictions c_:onducted by city ma‘rshals, disaggregated bv borough.

. s



b. No later. than September 1, 2018 and annually by e:ach Septt;mber ] thereafter, the

coordinator shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the cduncil, and post online. a review of

the program established pursuant to subdivision b of section 26-1302 and information regarding its

implementation; to the extent such information is available, including, but not limited to:

1. the number of tenants of buildings operated by the New York City housing authority that

received legal services pursuant to the program described in sdch subdivision, disaggregated:

1. boroﬁgh and postal code of residence;

ii. age Q‘f head of household;

iii. household size;

iv. estimated length of tenancy;

v, approximate household income:

vi. receipt of ongoing public assistance at the time such legal services were initiated: and

vii. type of legal service provided.

2. the outcomes of the groceedings immédi-atel-y foll'_owing_the provision of such legal

services, subject to privacy and confidentiality restrictions, tand without disclosing personally

identifiable information, disaggregated by the type of legal service provided; dnd

3. the expenditures for the program described by such subdivision.

" '§26-1305 Rules. The coo_rdiriator may promulgate s-ucii,rules as-may be nhecessary to carry

out the purposes of this chaptér.

§ 2. This:]local law tékes effect imrhediately.
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