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Countyof ~ New York
' Cityof . New York

Local Law No. 17_0' of the year 2016
By.Council Members Kallos chkens Lander Wills, Rodrlguez Menchaca and Greenﬁeld

A Local Law to amend the New York mty charter in relatlon to allowmg for flexibility with
respect to the voter gulde '

Be it enactec_l by the Council as fellotx;'s:

Section 1. Subdivis‘ien b qf ‘section 1052 of the New York city eherter, as amended by local
law numt)er 43 fot the 3./e‘ar' 2014, is art]endeti to read as‘folldws':"

t). L The board shall take such actions as it deems neeessafj-( and app_roprtate to improve
public awareness Ot the caneidetes; mxprop‘osals or -feferepda-in- ati (;lections'in which there are
contested elections for the efﬁces of tnayor, publAic adveeate, borough presidents, comptroller, er

city council or ballot proposals or referenda pursuant to this charter or the municipal home rule

law, inchuding but not necessarily limited to the publication of a non-partisan, impartial {voters]

voter guide in at least one media format providing information on candidates, ballot proposals and
referenda, and the'distribution'(’)f 'one' copy of such guideto each household in ‘which there is at

least one registered voter eligible to vote in the election involved. A voter may opt out of receiving

~

a printed copy of such guide an_d thel'board shall compjy with this reguest to the extent feasible.

2. The board shall also take such actions as.it deems necessary and appropriate to improve

public awareness of the candidates in all other contested eléctions held in the city of New York for

any city. county, state. or federal office or ballot proposals or referenda pursuant to city, county,



state, or federal law. including but not necessérily' limited to the publication of a non-partisan,
impartial voter guide in at.least'é_'ne media format providing information on such candidates. ballot -
proposals or referenda. The board shall coordinate with other agencies in general and specialized

i

efforts to improve public awareness of such candidates, propesals:.or referenda.

3. In any year in w'hich. the board puBlri‘shes a [voters] voter guide pursuant to paragraph 1

¢

-of this sul)(_]ivision, if the board determines that the amount of money in its budget is insufficient or

likely to be insufficient for thq_publication and disﬁibution of [the voters] such guide, it shall

N - - :

- report such determination to the director of the office. of management and budget, who, after

kqohsultation with the board, shall, wi}thout an 'alpprolpr'iation, tra'meef to the board a reasonable |
amount, ﬁs the director shall de'fcermine, to cover the CO'St of p.ublilsh.ing'and distributing [the voters]
such gt_li,(le;.providgd holweif-!te!r, that for any élection in anS/ dlstnct in which (i) there are no
contested clc.ctions forﬂ tl1e oﬁléé‘bf mayor, public advocatc, borngh pl'esideni, comptroller or city
council;‘ and (ii) there haé. beerl no‘ admirlistrative 'éctikon, or dg‘;emllﬁation of a coul*t of ﬁAnal,‘
competent jul*isdiction, to irlclude a ballot pro.i)ésal olr referendum at such election sixty days or

more prior to the date of such election, the board shall not publish or distribute a printed copy of

such _guide, but shall instead make available to the public on its. website infonnaﬁon to the extent
pfacticable regarding any proposal or Ieferendﬁm that is to be ilicludcd on the ballot.
-§ 2. Section 1053 of the New York city charter, as aclded by a vote of the electors on

- November 8, 1988, is amended to read as follows:

§ 1053 [Vl)ters] Voter guide. [Each voters] a, For all elections in which there are contested

clections for the offices of mayor, public advocate, borough presidents, comptroller, or city

- council or ballot proposals Qi’ referenda pursuant to this charter or the municipal home rule law,

1

each printed voter guide published by the board shall contain:

_”2
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[(a)] _1_..mateﬁa1 explaining the date and hours during Whiéh the polls will be open for that

election; When\whe're and how to régister to voie' wheri a citizeﬁ is required to reregister; when,

—

where and how absentee- balIots are obtained and used; instructions on how to vote; [maps.

showmg the boundaries of councﬂ dlstncts] 1nforrnat10n on the pohtlcal subd1v1smns appllcable to

a particﬁlar citizen’s addréss: and any other general info'rmation on \{‘oting deem_ed by the board to
be neces’sa‘ry-or‘ us.eful fo’ the electorate ofqtherwiée consistent With the goélé of this charter;

[(b)] 7; such ,téble_s of coﬁtén;s, graphics, a.nd other rﬁatéﬁalé, which the board determines
ﬁv‘vill make the [vo-ters]. m guide easier to understand or more ;1-se,ﬁ:11 for th‘_ejavg:rage voter;

[(<)] L:[bic.)gra;)hi.c#l'] infoﬁnatioﬁ;o_n' ;aclh candidate; inclljdjfl.gl?ut not limited to nan'u;,,
pérty affiliation, present and pre{fioué public offices held, present brc.cu'pation and employer, prior
employme;lt and other pubhc servwe.expenence educational background [and] a hstmg of major
organlzatlonal afﬁhatlons and endorsernents[ (d)]@ a concise [statements] statement by each
candidate of his or her pringipjes,_ p]at_forr_n or views; and

[e]% where there is .a‘lballot propds’al or referendum, concise statements explaining such

proposal or referendum and an abstracf of each such proposal or referendum. [The guidé]

b. For all other elections in which there are contested elections held in the city of New York

\
R

for any city, county, state. or federal office or ballot proposals or referenda pursuant to city,

- county, state, or federal law, each voter eiiideé shall contain information that the board deems

4

necessary or useful to the électorate or is otherwise consistent with the board’s responsibility under

this chapter to improve pub]ii:-_aWareneéS of candidatés_,ballot proposals, or referenda .

c._Voter guides shall be prepared in plain language using words with common and

evéryil_ay meanings. [No later than the first day of January of nineteen hundred éi'ghty nine, the]
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= d. The board shall promulgate such rules as'it 'deems necessary for the preparation and -

¢

determines to be necesééry and appropriéte[-,] and for the di'stribution'jbf the guide. in at least one
: media ‘format.' The purpos‘c of such rules 'shall be tqiensure't’hat'_t:he guide and its distribution will

- serve to fully, fairly and 1mpart1a11y 1nf0rm the public about the 1ssues and candldates appeanng on

1

the ballot

L

g 3.7Thi.s local law takes effect immediately.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK, s.s.:
'f. o . ~ I'nereby certify that the foregumg 1s a true copy of a local law of The Clty of New- York passed by the

Council on December 15, 2016 and approved by the Mayor on December 22 2016.

., MICHAEL M. Mcswf:EN'EY City € Dlerk of the Council.

 ALISA FUENTES
ACTING CITY CLERK

.publicatio-r_l 6f [the guide] voter guides in English,' Spanish and any other languages the board



