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" County of New York
Cityof - " New York

'Loéal LawNo. 169 of the year 2016
By Councﬂ Members Kallos chkens and Rodrlguez
A Local Law to amend the admlmstratlve code of the city of New York in relation to increasing

the minimum-amount of money raised to participate in the first official campaign finance board
. debate for local offices : ‘ N !

Be it enacted by th¢ Council as ifol]ows:
Section 1. S.ubdivisiop 1-of section 3-709.5 of the a}_dmi_ni.stra'.cive céd;: of the city of New

York is_amended to read as f‘callbws_: | |
| (a) In ‘ariy year in which a‘ primgry, géneral c;r-special élection is.fo bc::-' héld, any

‘participating candidate and any limited participating candidate for nomination or election to a
~ ‘ B : ‘ .

-

' city-wide office shall participate in either of the two pre-election debates, or both, held pursuant to
this section for which he or she is eligible and is required to debate pursuant to this section. A
participating candidate or limited participating candidate for nomination or election to a city-wide

office is eligible to participate in a debate for each election in which he or she is on the ballot if he

or she has met such criteria for participation as specified in this section, and as shall be further
T p

specified in any agreement between the debate sponsor and the board.

(b) In any year in W}iich a run-off pﬁmary or ran-off special éiectidn to fill a vacancy fora
city-wide office is held any partlclpatmg candldate and any 11m1ted pammpatmg candidate for

L

nommatmn or electlon to such 01ty-w1de office who is on the bal]ot shall part1c1pate in One run- off

s

election debate. If, seven days prior to the date of ‘the run-off election debate, the New York city



v
-

board of .elections has not yet apprdﬁed a ﬁnalized’ run-off bal]of, ‘the partiéipating and limited

participating_candidates with the two highest vote counts in the primary or special election

immediately preceding the run-off éIecﬁon, as determined by the New York city' board of elections
uniofficial election results, _Shall ‘ participate in one run-of_f election debate. If any additional
candidate is sepvarated from the candidate with the second highest vote count by one percent or less

- of all votes cast in the special or primary election immédiately 'preceding the run-off election, as

determined by the New York cifz board of elections unofficial election results, then such candidate
shall also participate in such run-off clection debate. If.thé¢ New York city board of elections
determines prior to the run-off debate that a run-off élection will not take place, the debate

sDoﬁsor_s and the board shall cancel the run-off election debate.

(c) In the case of a‘primary‘ glectioh, the debate i@.hal_l be among p_anicipatiég candidates and
lilhite(i pértiéipating canéli_d.ate’s.seeking th(;, nbminati()-ﬁ of the s'am.e. po.liti'cal party,Whﬁ meet the
_'rrequirLe'mgnts' prévide\cl iﬁ pafag‘raph (é.} of thisr‘subdivisibg. If .there is "no contested primary
'm for ;m office in a pqliticzﬂ party tﬁenlpo debate for- that p'art)‘f‘s nominatioﬂ shali-be héld
pursuant to tiliS sectioﬂ. | . |
o (d) Each debate held pﬁrsuapt to.-t11i§_sécti0n shail_‘ b‘e at f_e_ast one hour's duration.
§2. Subdivision 4 of section ?j>-7_09.5 of the gdrﬁiﬁistrétive code of the city of Néw York is
amended to read as follows: : o |
4. Organizations which ‘are not afﬁ]iated with‘ an_}-r pblitiﬁgl party or with any holder of or
dandidétf: for qulic office, which have not endqfse& an),r candidate in the pending prirﬁary,

special, general, or run-off election for the city-wide office shall be eligible to sponsor one or more

i

of the required debates. The :rﬁles‘for conducting such debates, and the date, time and location of
such debates, shall _be solely thé fEfsponsibility ofthe ‘ofganizations selected but shall not be made

! .
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final _wjthoﬂt consultation with the campaign ﬁnancé l?l(l:)ard. [The organizations selected shall be
r'e‘s.ponsible“ for choosing the date, time and loqétibh of the debates.] -

§ 3. Subdivision 5 of section ;3;709.5 of the administrative code of the ciiy of New York is
~ amended to read as follows: )
5. Wfritten applications by or'gariiz_ations to sponsor a debate shall be submitted to the

'campaign.ﬁnance board.on a form provided by the board not later than a date chosen by the board
in any yearin which an eleétion’ is held for city-widé offices.

{a) The written appl'ication sljal]’: \

' (ij dcmpnsfrate that the orggr;{zation and=_any“prdposet_1 Co—sp'onsof meet the criteria of
subdivision four of this secti.on;‘ e : -I g ‘ | |
(ii) specify [thle el:ctioq] any'electig)ns and tofﬁcé] offices for which the organization seeks

s

. to sponsor [the debate] d’ebétés;

(i11) set forth [the date] prondsed dates, ttime] times, [duration] durations, and [location]

locations of the [debate] ‘debates and the specific and exclusive circqinstances under which the

[date] dates or [time] times méy be changed, t‘og'ether'with a provisioﬁ for when the rescheduled

s

[debate] debates would be held;

(iv) p-rro.vide a detailed de'scription of the fon_r'lét and gfound rules for the [debate] debates;

(v) verify 'that the staging, promotion, and coverage of the [debate] debates shall be in

o conformance with all applicable laws;

(vi) include an ag’reemep{ t(')“ind_emni‘fy the city, includinﬁ the board, for any liability
arising from the acts or omissions of the sponsor; [and] - ~
(vii) set forth plans for publicity and for bfpadcaSt and other media coverage for the

‘
!

[debate] debates; and




(viii) .:s'et forth the proposed ’criteria for determining _wlhich.: candidates are eligible to
participate in.eaeh' debate the ofganizatidn seeks‘ to sponse'r, n aeeotdance with paragraph (b} of -
this subdivision. o | o |

(b) (1) Except as othermse prov1ded n subparagraph (1) below each debate for a pnmary;
general or special electlon shall 1nclude only those part1e1patmg eandldates or 11m1ted participating -
candidates the sponsor of each Vhsuch- debate has Adeter‘ml‘ned meet'the«non-partlsan, objective, and
non-discriminatory crjteﬁa ‘ls'et{- ferth_ | in any agreement betWeen' the ' spons‘or‘ and the board;

provided, ho;vevef, that the criteria for the first debate for-a'prima_iyr,' general, or special election

’-

shall [provide, among other: criteria, (A)] incldde financial criteria requiring that a participating

candidate or limited panieinating candidate sh'_all' be eligible to bartiei_pate in such debate if he or -
she has‘, by the last filing date prior to snch debate, (D tspent, vcontracted, or bbligated to.spend]

lw, and (It) ‘[received in e(_)n;tributtons] spent, an ameunt eqtlal tdOr more than [twenty percent

of the threshold for eligibility for.nﬂbl'ie funding applieable to nartiei‘pating candidates contained‘

in subdtwsu)n two. of section 3-703; and (B) that a limited part101pat1ng candidate sha]l be eligible "
to part101pate in such debate 1f he or she has by the last ﬁlmg date pI‘lOI' to such debate spent,

contracted or obllgated to spend an amount equal toor morethan twenty ‘percent of the threshold
for eli g1b111ty for pubhc fundmg appllcable to part1c1pat1ng candtdates seekmg the office for which
" such debate is bemg held contained in subdivision two of sectlon 3 703 prov1ded however, that
for the purpose of detemnmng whether a candidate has met the financial entena to be eligible to
partlmbate in such debate, enly_cdntnbutlons raised and epent in cornphanee with the act shall be
used to det_ennine whether 'the candidate has raised and Sp-’e'nt twenty p'e'reent.ofl the thieshold for
eligibility fol_“.public fundmg applicable to partieipating candidates contained in subdivision two of
sectiori 3-703] two and one half percent of the exp'enditure limitation provided in subdivision one

4
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" of section 3-706 for the office for which such candidate seeks niomination for election or election;

i

. provided, ﬁthher that the second .debate for a ot‘in'lary5 .ge'neral or special election shall include
'only those participating candldates or limited partlclpatmg cand1dates who the [sponsor has]

- sponsors_have also determmed are leadmg contenders on the ba31s of additional non-partisan,

obj ective, and non-discriminjdtor,y criteria set forth in any agreement between' the sponsor and the

Kl

board. For the purpose of determining whether a participating candidate or limited participating

candidate_has met the financial criteria fo bé eiigjble to_participate in anr}g debate, only

contribu_tions raised and spent in compIianee withl the act shali be used to determine whether the

candidate has raised and spent two point ﬁ\;'e'.percent of the ekpénditure' limit provided in

-
1

subdivision _one of ‘section 3-706. further, money “raised” and “spent” does not include

outstanding liabilities or loans. Nothing in this provision is intended to limit the debates to the two

major political parties.

' (ii) If a debate spoﬁsor has 'determined that a non-partic'ipating candidate has met all the

and limited participating candldates for access to any of the pnmary, general, or spec:lal election

debates, the sponsor may invite that candidate to participate in such debate. In the case of a run-off
primary election or a run-off special eiection,- the sponsor may invite a non-participating candidate

to participate in such debate. However, if a non—partieipating candidate does not accept such

invitation to debate or does not appear at stloh debate, the debate shall go forward as scheduled;

provided, however, if there is onfy one petticipating candidate or limited participating candidate
partlmpatmg in any such debate, such debate shall be canceled

§ 4. This local law takes effect 1mmed1ately
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lTH_E‘CIT.Y OF NEW YORK, OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK, s.s.:
T hereby certify that the foregoing is a true c;)py of alocal la‘w of The City of New York, passed by the
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Council on December 15, 2016 and approved by the Mayor on December 22, 2016. -
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