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STATERECORDS 
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of Plattekili: • . 
. . •• • ' ~ ' ' •• DEPARTMENT OF b l A f E 

Local Law No. i of the year 20 is 

A local law ''"P°^'"9 ^ moratorium on ttie establ.lstiment of ground solar energy facilities wittiin the 
(Insert Trlle) "^^ ~" ' ' 

Town of Plattelcill 

Be it enacted by the of the 
(Name of ijegislBtive Body) 

•County nc i ty IgTown QVillage 
(Selectone:) 

of Plattekili - • as follows: 

1. This local law shall be known as the "Ground Mounted Solar Energy Facilities Moratorium 
Law of the Town of Plattekili, New York." : ' 

2. Purpose 

The Town Board finds that without adequate regulations' governing the location and 
placement of ground mounted solar energy facilities, the installation of same may have a detrimental 
impact on neiarby properties and on the community in general. Such facilities may have adverse 
visual impacts on the community and may have a detrimental effect on the value of properties and 
may impair important agricultural resources -within the Town of Plattekili. Presently the Town of 
Plattekili does not specifically regulate the location of such facilities. 

The purpose of this moratorium is to allow the Town of Plattekili to temporarily halt the 
siting and installation of groimded solar energy facilities for a period of 3 :. months to enable the 
Town to adopt appropriate regulations and appropriate local laws regarding the installation, siting, 
screening and use of ground mounted solar ener©'facilities in the Town of Plattekili. It is intended 
that regulations -will be drafted to govem the location, size and siting of such facilities within the 
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Town while enablmg such facilities to be developed in the interest of promoting the use of renewable 
energy sources. The Town declares the enactment of this local law as necessary to protect the public 
interest and the public health, safety and welfare during the course of this moratorium. 

3. Authorization 

This local law is adopted pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10(l)(i) and 
10(l)(ii)(a)(14). It is the intention of the Town Board pursuant to Municipal Honie Rule Law 
Section 10(l)(ii)(d)(3) to supersede the following provisions ofthe New York State Town Law: 
Town Law Section 367-a(5) and 274-a(8) 274-b(6) and 274-b(8). 

4. Scope 

For purpose of this local law the term "ground mounted solar energj' facility" shall mean 
footings, structures, solar panels, wiring, electric service systems, hardware, equipment, semi­
conductor devices and photovoltaic cells that generate electricity and all facilities or any combination 
thereof used for the purpose of collecting, absorbing, concentrating, transmitting or du-ecting solar 
energy which are located, installed, constructed or developed on the ground of any parcel of land or 
on a pad or a base which is installed upon the ground. However "ground moimted solar facility" 
shall not include the foregouig footings, structures, solar panels, wiring, electric service systems, 
hardware, equipment, semi-conductor devices and photovoltaic cells that generate electricity and 
other facilities or any combmation thereof that are located, mstalled or constructed on the roof of an 
existing building; nor shall any such facilities (whether ground mounted or located on the roof of any 
existing structure) which are intended to serve only the residential uses of the property owner, be 
subject to the terms of this moratorium. 

5. Moratoriiim 

a) Ehiring the effective period of tiiis local law, neither the Town Board, the Planning 
Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Building Department or the Code Enforcement Officer 
shall accept, process, interpret, or approve any apphcation for the installation of a groimd mounted 
solar energy facility except as set forth in Section 7 below. 

b) , This moratoriimi shall apply to all currently pending applications and all future 
applications during the course of this moratorium of ground mounted solar energy facilities. 

6. Duration 

Except as set forth herein, the term of this moratorium should be a period of three months 
from the date that this local law is filed with the Secretarj' of State of the State ofNew York. 
Notwithstanduig the foregoing, by resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Plattekili the 
diiration of this moratorium may be extended for one additional three month period. 

7. Hardship 

a) Should any owner ofreal property believe thatthey have suffered an unnecessarj'and 
extreme hardship through the application of the terms of this local law, said owner may apply to the 



Town Board ofthe Town of Plattekili in writing for a waiver fiwin strict compliance -with this loca.1 
law. Such owner must submit such proof as they deem appropriate to demonstrate an unnecessary 
and extreme, hardship. However a mere delay in being pennitted to make an application or in 
waiting for a decision on an application or a special permit site plan subdivision variance relating 

, to the use of theu- property for a ground mounted solar energy facility site shall not be deemed to be 
an unnecessary hardship. 

b) Upon submission ofa written appUcation to the Town Clerk by the property owner 
seeking a \yaiver ofthe local law, the Town Board shall within 30 days of receipt of said application 
schedule a public hearing at a future date, which date shall be no later tiian 60 days after receipt of 
the written application. Notice of said public hearing shall be made upon five days prior written" 
notice in the official newspaper of the. Town and notice of said public hearing shall be made by 
regular mail to all adjoining landowners of the application as such addresses are shown upon the tax 
rolls. •..'••' 

c) At said public hearing the property owiier and any- other party wishing to present 
evidence or testunony -with regard to the application shall have an opportunity to be heard. Within 
15 days ofthe close ofsaid public hearingthe Town Board shall render its decision either granting 
or denying the application fOr a variation of the strict compliance of this local law. 

8. Penalties for Offenses 

Any person or entity that shall violate the terms of this local law shall be guilty ofa violation 
and subjected to a fine of not less than $250.00 per dayand for imprisonrnent of 15 days. Each day 
that the violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. In addition the Town may enforce 
this local law by seeking an injunction or any other legal remedy it deems appropriate. 

9. Conflicts • 

AU local laws of the Town of Plattekili that are in conflict Avith the provisions of this local 
law are hereby superseded by this local law during thethre^month moratorium set forth above. 

10. :•-Severability 

In the. event that a court of competent jurisdiction determines that any portion of this law is 
invalid in whole or m part, the effect of said decision shall be limited to the provisions which are 
expressed stated to be invalid and all other provisions of this law shall continue to be in full force 
and effect. 

l i ; : Effective Date , ' 

• This local law shall take effect upon its adoption and filing with the Secretary of State of the 
State of New York. . • 



(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1 of 20. 16, of 
1, (Final adoption by local legisiative body only.) 
I Inereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 
the (&nnty)(«itj$(Town)<sa8ag^ of P'̂ ttekill • 
Town Board . ^ on np.r.p.mher 7 20 1 6 , in accordance with the applicable 
(Name of Legislative Body) • : . •. 
provisions of law. 

vi«s duly passed by the 

2._JPassage by local legisiative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective 
ChieTExeeutiMa^fficer*.) 

.1 hereby certify that theTocatiavMuingxed_hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of ' ——• - •• • : was duly passed by the 

CWame of Legislative Body) 
(repassed after disapproval) by the. 

on, 

(Elective Chief Executive OfFicer*) 

201 I I , in accordance w ith the applicable provisions of law. 

. 20 and was (approved)(not approved) 

and was^eSmed-duly.adopted 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 
srtify that the local iaw annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20. .of 

was duly passed by the 
_ , and was (approved)(not approved) 

(Name of Legislative Body) 

({^passed afte? disapproval) by the 
(Elective Chief Executive Officar 

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandato!y)(permis8i\rerî fefendUr% ^ the affinnative 
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the {general)(Bpecial)(annual) electionl 

20 in accorciance with the applicable provisions of law. 

4._jSubJect to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petltton vims filed requesting referendum.; 
I hereBy~5Brtlfy4haUhe!pcal law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(Towri)(Viiiage)-of-~^_._ • was duly passed by the 

, andwas (approved)(not approved) 

20 . Such local 
CWame of Legislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the 

(Elective Chief Executive Officer̂ ) 

lawwas subject to perniissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendumWas filed as of. 

20 in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

* Elective Chief ExecaJtive Officer means or indudes the chief executive officer of a county elected ona county-wide, basis or, if there 
be none, the chairperson ofthe county legislative body, the mayor of acity orvillage, orthe supervisor of a town where such officer is 
vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 
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jClty local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 
I here5y^»rtlfy4batihejocal iaw annexed hereto, designated as local law No. _^ • of 20 of 
the City of "——• iigying been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of 
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having liceT 
thereon at the (special)(genBral) election held on 

Srmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting 
scame operative. 

|County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 
I herebycSrtify-4hatltig_!ocal law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.. •. of 20 of 
the County of -——.t^h^fl^nfNaw York, having been submitted tothe electors at the General Election of 
November : 20 , pursuanrtosuBaiv}sl0B6.5LatldJ of section 33:of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having 

as a unit and a majority of the 
erative. 

received the affinnative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of 1 
qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general i 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been foiiowed, piease provide an appropriate certification.) 
i further certify that I have compared the preceding iocai law with the original on file in this office and that the same is a 
correct transcript therefrom and ofthe whole of such original local law.-and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in 
paragraph . l above. 

(Seal) 

Cleric of the county legislative body,. Citŷ T̂owriyir Village Cleric or 
officer designated by local legislative body 

Date: December 14. 2016 

J 
-J-r 
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