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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) r? ^fE^ACT^ 
1 hereby certify that the locaHaw annexed hereto, designated as local law No. —^ of 20 U S P of 
the (County)fCity)(Town](^llage) of C^il^J^lA^^ was duly passed by the 

0Q»^^cl & f -TViA^Tr^ > on f - f 2 ' 20 in accordance with the applicable 
(Name of Legislative Body) 
provisions of law. 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective 
Chief Executive Officer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local iaw No. of 20 of 
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the 

on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) 
(repassed after disapproval) by the and was deemed duly adopted 

(Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) 
on 20 , in accordance w ith the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 

1 hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 

the (County)(Clty)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the 

on 20 , andwas (approved)( not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) 
(repassed after disapproval) by the on 20 

(Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) 

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason ofa (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affinnative 
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general) (special)(annual) election held on 

20 ^ in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(Town)(VilIage) of was duly passed by the 

on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) 
(repassed after disapproval) by the on 20 Such local 

(Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) 
law was subject to pennissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of 

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of taw. 

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there be none, 
the chairperson ofthe county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor ofa town where such officer is vested with the 
power to approve or veto Jocal laws or ordinances. 
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5. (City locai law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 
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section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
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became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No of 20— 
of the County of State of New York, having been submitted to the electon 
at the General Election of November - 20 , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 ofsection 33 ofthe 
Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote ofa majority ofthe qualified electois ofthe cit
ies of said county as a unit and a majority ofthe qualified electors ofthe towns of said county considered as a unit 
voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adopdon has been followed, please provide an appropriate certiflcation.) 

I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same 
is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner in
dicated in paragraph , above. 

legis![atlve body, City. Ocrfc of the Coonty legisUtive body, City. Ibwn or ViUage Cleric 
or officer desigu^ by local legislative body 
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V I L L A G E O F C A T S K I L L L O C L L A W NO. 3 OF 2005 

Be it enacted by the Village Board of Trustees ofthe Village of Catskill, as follows: 

ARTICLE IV - SIGNS 

Section 1: Repeal the existing Section 4.7 Signs of Article IV - Supplementary 
Regulations and replace in its entirety the foUowing: 

4.7.1 Purpose 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Catskill finds that signs are a necessary means of 
communication that can benefit and detract from the community and neighborhood and 
should conform with the following provisions. The purpose of this Article is to promote and 
protect the pubhc health, welfare and safety of the people of the Vdkge of CatsldH by 
regulating existing and proposed outdoor advertising signs and signs of all types. This Article 
is intended to protect property values, create a more attractive business and tourist climate, 
enhance and protect the physical appearance and historic character of the community, 
preserve the scenic and natural beauty and provide a more enjoyable and pleasing 
community. It is further intended to reduce distractions and obstructions that may adversely 
affect traffic safety, reduce hazards that may be caused by signs overhanging or projecting 
into pubhc rights-of-way, provide more visual open space, protect green space, and trees, 
and to maintain and restore the generally high level of the community's appearance and 
attractiveness. 

4.7.2 GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

A. AU signs shall be erected and constmcted in a fashion so as not to obstruct 
traffic, cause visual bhght, nor detract from the value of property adjacent to 
that property upon which said sign is erected. The review of signs associated 
with historic properties shall be subject to Article V, Review of Historic 
Properties and Article IV, Section 4.3, Site Plan Review by the Planning 
Board(s) shall comply with the Guidelines for the Preservation of the Catskill 
Historic District. All signs shall be compatible within the context of its visual 
and physical enviroimient. In making such determination, consideration 
shall be given but need not be limited to the following elements: 

(1) Size, bulk, and mass. 

(2) Texture and materials. 

(3) Colors. 

(4) Lighting and illimiination. 

(5) Orientation and elevation. 
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(6) General and specific location. 

(7) Proximity to streets, highways and transit routes. 

(8) Design, including size and character of lettering, logos, and related 
contents. 

(9) Background or field, including the skyline. 

(10) Character of structural members. 

(11) Frequency and nature o f all general and business signs and official 
regulatory signs and devices which are within the immediate field o f 
vision. 

4.7.3 G E N E R A L SIGN REGULATIONS 

A. Apphcabihty. No person, f i rm or corporation shaU hereafter erect, re-erect, 
construct or structurally alter a sign or sign structure without a permit first 
having been issued by the Code Enforcement Officer, and as may be further 
specified in this Article, approval f rom the Village of Catskill Planning Board. 

B. Apphcation Procedure. AppUcation shaU be made in writing to the Code 
Enforcement Officer on forms prescribed and provided by the ViUage of 
CatskiU, and shaU contain the foUowing: 

(1) Name, address and telephone number of: 

(a) Apphcant. 

(b) Owner of the property. 

(2) Location o f the building, structure or land upon which the sign now 
exists or is to be erected. 

(3) I f a new sign is to be erected, elevation and plan drawings to scale 
shaU be included. I n addition, a fuU description of the placement and 
appearance of the proposed sign shaU be included and shaU cover the 
foUowing: 

(a) Location on the premises; specificaUy, its position in relation 
to adjacent buildings, structures and property Unes. 

(b) The method of iUumination, i f any, and the position o f 
Ughting or other extraneous devices, and a copy of the 
electrical permit related to the electrical connections. 
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(c) Graphic design, includmg symbols, letters, materials and 
colors. 

(d) The visual message, text, copy or content of the sign. 

(4) Written consent, or a copy of the contract made with the owner of 
the property upon which the sign to be erected, i f the appUcant is not 
the owner. 

(5) Written consent of the owner of the property upon which the sign is 
to be erected for the Village of CatskiU, by way of its agents, to enter 
the property to effectuate and enforce this Article. 

C. Permit and Planning Board Approval Required. 

(1) Upon fliing of a completed appUcation for a sign petmit and the 
payment of the fee, the Code Enforcement Officer shaU examine the 
plans, specifications and other data submitted and the premises on 
which the sign is to be erected or now exists. I f it shaU appear that 
the sign is in compUance with aU the requirements of this Article, the 
Code Enforcement Officer, within fifteen (15) days shaU issue the 
sign permit. I f the sign pemiit requires the review and approval of the 
ViUage of CatskiU Planning Board, the Code Enforcement Officer, 
shaU refer the completed appUcation to the Planning Board and the 
Code Enforcement Officer is then prohibited from the issuance of 
the sign permit untU such time as the Planning Board authorizes the 
Code Enforcement Officer to issue the permit. 

(2) I f the erection of the sign authorized under any such permit has not 
commenced within six (6) months from the date of the issuance, the 
permit shaU become null and void, but may be renewed once by the 
Code Enforcement Officer within thirty (30) days prior to the 
expiration, for good cause shown, for an additional six (6) months. 

D. Permit exemptions. Signs identified in Section 4.7.4 A are exempt from a 
permit. 

E. Unsafe and unlawful signs. I f the Code Enforcement Officer shaU find that 
any sign or other advertising structure regulated herein is unsafe or insecure, 
or is a menace to the pubhc, or has been constructed or erected or is being 
maintained in violation of the provisions of this section, written notice shaU 
be given to the permittee thereof I f the permittee fads to remove or alter 
the structure so as to comply with the standards herein set forth within ten 
(10) days after such notice, such sign or other advertising structure shaU be 
removed or altered to comply with the Code Enforcement Officer at the 
expense of the pennittee or owner of the property upon which it is located. 
The Code Enforcement Officer shaU refuse to issue a permit to any 
pertmttee or owner who refuses to pay costs so assessed. The Code 
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Enforcement Officer, in addition to exercising any and aU other remedies 
provided for in this Article for a violation hereof, may, in addition, cause any 
sign or other advertising structure which is an immediate peril to the health 
or safety of persons or property to be removed summarUy and without 
notice by ViUage employees. Any expense incident thereto shaU be paid by 
the owner of the bmlding, structure or lot to which such sign is attached. 

Nonconforming Signs. In the event a sign lawfuUy erected prior to the 
effective date of this Article does not conform to the provisions and 
standards of this Article, then such signs shaU lawfixUy remain except 
according to the foUowing regulations: 

(1) Signs for a Legal Nonconforming Use. 

(a) New or additional signs for a nonconforming use of land shaU be 
permitted in accordance with the provisions and standards of this 
Article. 

(b) A nonconforming sign for a nonconforming use of land, which is 
discontinued for a period exceeding twelve (12) months, or is 
superseded by a conforming use of land, shaU be considered a 
prohibited sign and shaU be removed or brought into 
conformance upon estabhshment of a conforming use. A 
nonconforming use shaU be deemed discontinued when such use 
is suspended as evidenced by the cessation of activities or 
conditions, which constimte the nonconforming stams of the use. 

(2) Signs Rendered Nonconforming. 

(a) I f at the time of the adoption of this Article, or amendments 
thereto, any sign which is being used in a manner or for a 
purpose which was otherwise lawful, but does not conform 
to the provisions of this Article, shaU be deemed 
nonconforming. Such sign may continue only in the marmer 
and to the extent that it existed at the time of such adoption, 
amendment, or extension. 

(b) Any sign, which becomes nonconforming subsequent to the 
effective date of this Article so as to render such sign 
nonconforming, shaU be subject to the provisions and 
standards of this Article. 

(c) Notwithstanding any othet provision of this Article, legal 
nonconforming signs that are located on a parcel of property 
may continue provided that the nonconforming sign: 

[1] Is not enlarged in area or height or replaced; 
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[2] Remains strucmraUy unchanged except for reasonable 

repairs or alterations; and 

[3] Remains in the same position on the property. 

(3) Signs Rendered Discontinued. 

(a) The use of any sign which is located on property, which 
becomes vacant and unoccupied for a period exceeding six 
(6) months shaU be deemed to have been discontinued. Any 
sign whose use has been discontinued is prohibited and shaU 
be removed by the owner of the sign or owner of the 
premises. Sign structures shaU be deemed discontinued i f left 
vacant and unoccupied for a period exceeding six (6) months. 

(b) Any sign now or hereafter existing which no longer conveys a 
current message to the pubUc, or intends to advertise, direct, 
invite, announce or draw attention to, directiy or indirectiy, a 
use conducted, events, goods, products, services or faciUties 
no longer avaUable shaU be taken down and removed by the 
owner, agent or person having the beneficial use of the 
buUding, structure ot lot upon which such sign may be found 
within thirty (30) days after written notification f rom the 
Code Enforcement Officer. 

(4) Alteration or Removal o f Nonconforming Signs. 

(a) A nonconforming sign structure shaU not be re-erected, 
relocated, or replaced unless it is brought into compUance 
with the requirements o f this Article, except as provided in 
Article 4.7.3 F (4)(c). 

(b) Any change of use, sale of property, change of occupancy or 
tenancy of a nonresidential use, or construction permit which 
invokes Certificate o f Occupancy requirements, shaU specify 
and require that any nonconforming sign located within the 
boundaries of the development site authorized by said permit 
shaU be brought into conformance with the provisions and 
standards o f this Article, provided that i f the nonconforming 
sign is a type o f sign that is prohibited under 4.7.4 B of this 
Article, it shaU be removed. 

(c) Any nonconforming sign shaU be removed or rebuUt in fuU 
conformity to the terms of this Article i f it is damaged or 
aUowed to deteriorate to such an extent that the cost of repair 
or restoration is fifty percent (50%) or more o f the cost o f 
reconstruction of such sign. 

Page 5 of 21 



(5) BiUboards (Adopted by Local Law No. 1 of 2003). 

(a) AU biUboards existing within the boundaries of the ViUage o f 
CatskiU at the time of the adoption of this section shaU be 
removed within a period of three (3) years from the date of 
adoption of this section. 

(b) Any owner of a biUboard subject to removal under this 
section may apply to the Planning Board for an extension of 
up to an additional three (3) years o f the period witli in which 
the structure must be removed, or other such period as is 
necessary to comply with the laws of New York. A 
determination on such appUcation shaU be within the 
discretion o f the Planning Board. In making such 
determination, the Planning Board shaU consider the owner's 
initial investment, the term of ownership, the depreciated 
value o f the structure, and any other relevant evidence 
suppUed by the appUcant. The Planning Board may also 
unUateraUy extend the period within which the structure may 
be removed in order to comply with the laws of New York. 

(c) Prior to issuance of any extension the Planning Board shaU 
reqtiire the appUcant to provide the ViUage of CatskUl with 
adequate security to ensure prompt and continuous 
compUance with the requirements o f this law, such security 
being in the form of a letter o f credit or cUent f imd account, 
to be held by the ViUage during the period of time that the 
biUboard shaU be permitted. The amount o f such security in 
whatever form shaU be equal to the fuU estimate cost o f the 
removal of the strucmre and sign. The amount of such 
security shaU be determined by the Planning Board prior to 
the issuance of the special use extension. 

(d) N o biUboard shaU contain obscene material as determined by 
the ViUage Code Enforcement Officer. 

(e) AU posts, stanchions or structures on which a bUlboard is 
mounted or affixed shaU be removed at the same time as the 
removal o f the biUboard. 

G. Penalty for faUure to apply for sign permit. Any person who proceeds to 
erect, re-erect, construct or stmcmraUy alter any sign without first applying 
for and obtaining the necessary permit, shaU be considered in violation o f a 
section or sections to this Article pertaining thereto, and shaU be subject to 
prosecution according to Article X I I - Enforcement, Violations, and 
Penalties. Further, the owner shaU be required upon receipt of a written 
notice f rom the Code Enforcement Officer, to file appUcation for the 
necessary permit or permits, and shaU be required to pay the requisite fees. 
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4.7.4 SPECIFIC SIGN REGULATIONS 

A. Exempt signs (require no permits). The foUowing types of signs may be 
erected and maintained without perrmts or fees, providmg such signs comply 
with the general requirements of this Article and other conditions specificaUy 
imposed by the regulations: 

(1) Historical markers, tablets, stames, memorial signs and plaques; 
names of bmldings and dates of erection when cut into any masonry 
surface or when constructed of bronze, stainless steel, or simUar 
material; and emblems instaUed by govemmental agencies, reUgious 
or nonprofit organizations; not exceeding six (6) square feet. 

(2) Flags and insignia of any govemment, except when displayed in 
connection with commercial promotion. 

(3) Safety, directional, gateway or entranceway signs, or other types of 
signs of any govemment. 

(4) On premise directional signs for the convenience of the general 
pubhc, identifying pubUc parking areas, fire zones, entrances and exits 
and simUar signs, internaUy iUuminated or non-iUuminated, not 
exceeding four (4) square feet and six (6) feet taU. Business names 
and business logos shaU not be aUowed, except pursuant to (c)(1)(a). 
No directional signs shaU extend more than six (6) feet in height 
above finished grade. 

(5) Non-Uluminated waming, private drive, posted or no trespassing 
signs not exceeding two (2) square feet. 

(6) One on premise waU sign or freestanding sign, in connection with 
any residential buUding in any zoning district, for permitted 
professional offices or home occupations, not exceeding four (4) 
square feet. Such sign shaU state name and vocation only. 
IUumination shaU not produce a direct glare beyond the limits of the 
property line. 

(7) House/buUding numbers: For stmctures in residential districts, the 
street address number and/or name plate identifying residents, 
mounted on house, apartment or maUbox, not exceeding two (2) 
square feet in area. For stmctures in non-residential districts, a sign 
identifying orUy die street name and address number, not exceeding 
four (4) square feet when placed on a buUding, or not exceeding two 
(2) square feet when placed on a sign or maUbox. 
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(8) Lawn signs identifying residents, not exceeding two (2) square feet. 
Such signs are to be non-iUuminated except by a Ught which is an 
integral part of a lamppost i f used as a support, with no advertising 
message tiiereon. 

(9) Private owner merchandise sale signs for garage sales and auctions, 
not exceeding four (4) square feet for a period not exceeding seven 
(7) days. 

(10) Temporary non-iUuminated "For Sale," "For Rent," real estate signs 
and signs of simUar nature, concerning the premises upon which the 
sign is located. 

(a) In a residential zoning district, one sign not exceeding four 
(4) square feet per side. In a business or iustimtional zoning 
district, one sign not exceeding twenty (20) square feet. In an 
industrial zoning district, one sign not exceeding thirty two 
(32) square feet. AU such signs shaU be removed within thirty 
(30) days after the sale, lease or rental of the premises. 

(b) Temporary non-iUuminated directional signs for real estate 
open houses shaU be permitted within the ViUage right-of-
way. Such signs shaU not exceed four (4) square feet per side. 

(11) One temporary sign for a roadside stand selling agricultural produce 
grown on the premises in season, providing that such sign not exceed 
twenty-four (24) square feet. 

(12) AU non-residential temporary window signs and posters, not 
exceeding a cumulative total of twenty five (25) percent or twenty 
(20) square feet, whichever is less of the window surface. 

(13) AU non-residential temporary on premise signs and posters, not 
exceeding one additional sign not to exceed twenty (20) square feet. 

(14) Hobday decorations, including Ughting, are exempt from the 
provisions of this Article and may be displayed in any district without 
a permit for a period not to exceed twelve (12) weeks. 

(15) At gasoline stations, a sign attached on gasoline pumps displaying the 
price of fuel, not exceeding two (2) square feet per side per pump, 
inclusive of price, logo and any other signage. 

(16) Temporary on premise directional signs for meetings, conventions, 
and other assembUes, not exceeding four (4) square feet per side. 

(17) One sign, not exceeding ten (10) square feet in aU zoning districts, 
hsting the architect, engineer, contractor and/or owner, on premises 
where construction, renovation, or repair is in progress. 
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(18) AU signs advertising a candidate for pubHc office or any other baUot 
initiative. The ViUage encourages but does not require that such signs 
be displayed no sooner than thirty (30) days ptior to the relevant 
election and no later than fifteen (15) days after said election. 

(19) Historic analog clocks, which do not exceed twenty-four (24) square 
feet. Digital time and temperature signs are prohibited in aU zoning 
districts except the C-1 commercial district. 

(20) BuUding identification signs, which are incorporated within the 
facade of a stmcmre, not exceeding four (4) square feet. Bmlding 
identifications shaU not identify any tenant or occupant of the 
stmcture. Only one buUding identification sign shaU be aUowed on 
the facade and only on a facade that has street frontage. No 
Ulumination of these signs is permitted. 

B. Prohibitions. The foUowing types o f signs are prohibited: 

(1) No permanent or temporary sign shaU be erected or placed within 
150 feet of a signahzed intersection or f if ty (50) feet of an 
unsignaUzed intersection o f any streets in such a manner as to cause a 
traffic hazard at the intersection; or at any location where, by reason 
of the position, shape, or color of the sign it may interfere with, 
obstmct the view of, or be confused with any authorized traffic sign, 
signal or device, or which makes use of the words, "Stop," "Look," 
"Drive in ," "Left," or any other words, phrase, symbol or character in 
such a manner as to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic. 

(2) No sign shaU project into the pubhc right-of-way, except as permitted 
by this Article and receiving prior approval on forms provided by the 
Commissioner of PubUc Works and fUed with the BuUding 
Department. 

(3) No luminous sign, indirectiy iUuminated sign, or Ughting device shaU 
be placed or directed so as to cause glaring or nondiffuse beams of 
Ught to be cast upon any pubhc street, highway, sidewalk, or adjacent 
premises, or otherwise to cause glare or reflection that may constimte 
a traffic hazard or pubUc nuisance. No sign shaU in its constmction 
employ any mirror or mirror like surface, nor any day glowing or 
other fluorescent paint or pigment. 

(4) No sign shaU be iUuminated by or contain flashing, intermittent, 
rotating, or moving Ughts. AU luminous signs, indirectiy Uluminated 
signs, and Ughting devices shaU employ only Ughts emitting Ught o f 
constant intensity. AU bare incandescent Ught sources and 
immediately adjacent reflecting surfaces shaU be shielded f rom view. 
Lighting shaU be directed downward across the face o f the sign. 
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(5) No sign or part thereof shaU contain or consist of any banner, 
pennant, ribbon, streamer, baUoons, spinner or other simUar moving, 
fluttering, or revolving device. Such devices shaU be prohibited even 
i f they have no message or logo on them. The said devices, as weU as 
strings of Ughts, shaU not be used for advertising or attracting 
attention whether or not they are part of the sign. N o sign or part 
thereof may rotate or move back and forth. 

(6) No signs shaU be placed, painted or drawn upon trees, manmade or 
natural featmes, excluding buUdings which shaU come before the 
planning board, on the site, or on utUity poles, bridges, culverts, 
towers or simUar stmctures. 

(7) O f f premise signs or biUboards shaU not be permitted in any district. 
AU signs shaU be located on the same site as they identify or 
advertise. O f f premise directional signs for temporary community 
activities and major attractions shaU be permitted within the pubUc 
right-of-way as permitted by this Article and receiving prior approval 
on forms provided by the Commissioner o f PubUc Works. 

(8) No permanent free standing sign, except those exempted in Article 
4.7.4A and those identified m Article 4.7.4.C-1- (b), (c), (d), (e) and 
(f), shaU be permitted in any residential zoning district. AU other 
permanent signs permitted in residential zoning districts shaU be 
attached to the principal stmctme. 

(9) Sandwich board signs, except those exempt in Section 4.7.4 shaU not 
be permitted in any district 

(10) Portable signs shaU not be permitted in any district. 

(11) Signs are prohibited on aU roof surfaces, or any other simUar 
surfaces, that have a slope of less than 3:12 and they are prohibited 
on that portion o f the surface that is higher than twenty (20) feet 
f rom the ground level. 

(12) On premise copy change or buUetin board signs shaU not be 
permitted in any district. 

(13) Whenever possible, a box sign shaU be built directiy flush with the 
buUding facade. 

(14) Exposed neon mbe in any form is prohibited in the CC Central 
Commercial District, the Waterfront District, and the Waterfront 
Overlay District. 
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(15) Channel Letter signs (internaUy Hghted individual letters) are 
prohibited in aU districts, however, soUd back Hghted letters are 
permitted (those Hghted by a Hght source concealed by the letter, 
reflecting o f f the surface of the letter). 

(16) In addition to the regulations contained in this Article, signs in the 
CC Central Commercial District, the Waterfront District and the 
Waterfront Overlay Disttict shaU have no symbol, logo or lettering 
exceeding twelve (12) inches in height. 

(17) Representational signs shaU not be permitted in any district. A n 
appUcant may request the Planning Board waive this requirement for 
a 30 day ot less period. 

C. Signs Permitted with Petmit. 

(1) Petmanent Signs. Within any zoning disttict, the foUowing 
petmanent signs may be erected upon the issuance o f a petmit, 
provided however that such subsection shaU not serve to expand the 
number o f signs otherwise aUowed, pmsuant to the next subsection 
on commercial, business, institutional or industrial uses: 

(a) O f f premise directional signs for the convenience o f the 
general pubhc and fot the purpose of directing persons to a 
not-for-ptofit activity, service or community facUity may be 
erected, providing such signs do not exceed four (4) square 
feet pet sign face. The message shaU be limited to name ot 
identification, aitow or direction, and distance. Advertising 
messages shaU be prohibited. Such signs must be located 
within the pubHc right-of-way and have prior approval f t om 
the Comnussioner o f PubHc Works. 

(b) Signs ot buUetin boatds customarUy incident to places of 
worship, Hbraries, museums, social clubs or societies, may be 
erected on the premises of such institutions. One (1) such 
freestanding sign or bulletin board may be erected. The size 
and height of such sign or buUetin boatd shaU be determined 
by the standatd set fot th in Section 4.7.4.C (3)(a) 

(c) Fot multiple tesidences or apartment developments, one (1) 
sign advertising avaUabiUty o f several residence units, not 
exceeding font (4) square feet. One (1) such sign shaU be 
permitted for each parcel. 

(d) Recreational areas, golf clubs, ski ateas, and othet similar 
faciHties permitted by the zoning ordinance shaU in aU zones 
be permitted one (1) freestanding sign. The size and height 
o f such sign shaU be determined by the standard set fot th in 
Section 4.7.4.C (3)(a). 
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(e) A freestanding sign necessary for the identification, operation 
or production of a pubUc utUity may be erected on the 
premises of such pubHc utUit)'. The size and height of such 
sign shaU be determined by the standard set forth in Section 
4.7.4.C (3)(a). 

(f) For residential subdivisions or projects one (1) sign, which 
identifies the project by name and address may be erected 
neat the ptincipal entrance. The one (1) sign shaU not exceed 
sixteen (16) square feet. Such sign shah not be placed within 
the pubHc right-of-way and provision for its permanent 
maintenance must be made. 

(2) For any commercial, business, institutional ot industrial use the 
foUowing permanent signs may be erected upon the issuance of a 
permit and tequite review and approval by the ViUage of CatskiU 
Planning Board: 

(a) Only one (1) waU sign per estabUshment shaU be petmitted 
unless that estabhshment has street frontage on more than 
one side. 

[1] I f a business estabhshment is located in a stmcture 
that is located on a lot that has no street frontage, one 
(1) waU sign shaU be permitted on any single facade 
for that business estabhshment in the stmctute, 
whether that facade faces the stteet or not. I f a 
business estabUshment is located in a stmctute that is 
located on a lot that has stteet frontage, but the 
portion of the stmcture where the business 
estabUshment is located does not have frontage, the 
buskiess estabUshment is entitied to one (1) waU sign 
on the business estabUshment's facade. I f a business 
estabhshment is located in a stmctute that is located 
on a lot that has more than one street frontage, one 
(1) waU sign on each facade of the business 
estabUshment, which has stteet frontage fot the 
facade of the business estabUshment, is permitted. A 
pubHcly owned aUey shaU be considered a street. 
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[2] The total area for waU signage shaU not exceed two 
(2) square feet for each linear foot of buUding 
frontage atttibutable to the patticulat business ot 
businesses which the sign wUl identify, or fifteen (15) 
percent of the total area o f the one buUding facade 
upon which the signage is placed or forty (40) square 
feet, whichever is less. A single waU sign may be used 
to identify more than one on premise estabhshment. 
A sign directory is a waU sign. For buUdings with 
multiple tenants having stotefronts only, the facade 
rented by the tenant shaU be considered as waU area 
for a sign. A n estabUshment may have both a waU 
sign and/or a fteestanding sign. 

(b) One awning sign shaU be petmitted for each window ot door 
of the facade covered by the awning. 

[1] Awning signs are only permitted on awnings, which 
are constmcted over doors or windows, which are at 
any level o f the facade. Awnings to which signs may 
be attached must be fastened to the facade of the 
buUding and not supported from the ground; shaU 
extend at least five (5) feet but no mote than seven (7) 
feet f rom the facade; and no pottion of the awning 
shaU be nearet than seven (7) feet f rom the ground. 
Lettering up to six (6) inches in height only on the 
valance. The extent of the lettering may covet a 
maximum of eight (8) feet in width ot fifty percent 
(50%) o f the valance width, whichevet is less. 

[2] In the CC, W D , W O D District awnings and awiting 
signs shaU be petmitted on any facade of the buUding 
(not just those that have stteet frontage). 

[3] AU awning signs shaU only identify the business 
estabUshment occupied by the facade on which the 
awning is placed. 

[4] Awnings shaU be made of high quaUty commercial 
canvas material ot other material approved by the 
Planning Boatd upon a showing by the appHcant o f 
quaUty, ascetics and durabiUty o f the othet material. 
Awnings must be o f the fabric retractable ot roUback 
variety. Awnings constmcted of vinyl and extmded 
aluminum shaU be piohibited. 

(c) A n estabhshment may have both waU signage and awning 
signage. 
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(d) An estabhshment may have a sign on a toof, provided that 
the toof has a slope greatei than 3:12. The total area for a 
roof sign shaU not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the total 
area o f the buUding silhouette on which i t is placed or one 
hundred (100) squate feet, whichever is less. Only one (1) 
roof sign per estabUshment shaU be permitted unless that 
estabUshment has street frontage on more than one (1) side. 
No portion o f any roof sign shaU extend more than twenty 
(20) feet or less than ten (10) feet above the ground level. 

(e) A n estabhshment may have either a roof sign or a waU sign 
on a buUding frontage, but not both. In the CC Central 
Commercial District, an estabUshment may have a projecting 
sign instead o f the roof of waU sign. 

(3) Freestanding Sign, 

(a) Only one freestanding sign shaU be permitted on any parcel 
except as foUows: Freestanding signs are prohibited in the CC 
Central Commetcial District. Freestanding signs are 
permitted in the Watetfront Disttict and the Waterfront 
Overlay District where a buUding is set back at least fifteen 
(15) feet f tom the stteet. The size of fteestanding signs shaU 
be Hmited in size according to the posted speed Hmit of the 
toad on which the sign has ftontage, or accotding to the 
district in which the sign is located, as foUows. 

District or Posted 
Speed Limit Height Size (Total) 

CC,WD,WOD 12 feet 12 square feet 

AU other districts 
0-44 mph 

12 feet 24 square feet 

AU other districts 
45 mph or greater 18 feet 40 square feet 

(b) A n exception to the above shaU be that a single owner 
automotive dealership with multiple national franchises 
operating on an individual parcel of land may have additional 
fteestanding product identification signs. One additional 
freestanding product identification sign per each three 
hundred (300) Hneal feet of ftontage along only the principal 
facade of the automotive dealetship may be etected ptovided 
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that the ftontage on which the sign is located includes direct 
access from the dealership to the street. Each additional 
freestanding sign shaU not exceed the size of such sign as 
aUowed in Section 4.7.4.C (3)(a), and shaU not be located any 
closer than two hundred (200) feet f rom the side yard Hne o f 
the property. Each additional freestanding sign shaU only 
contain product identification sign, or signs, for a single 
national franchise. In areas where such additional signs are 
subject to Historic Review the Planning Board may impose 
any fmthet restrictions on the size, height, location and 
spacing o f such additional signs. 

(c) One fteestanding, non-backUt (if Hghted, extetnaUy Hghted) 
sign of up to four (4) square feet in aiea for any Bed and 
Breakfast in a residential zoning district. 

(d) One freestandiag, non-backHt (if Hghted, extemaUy Hghted) 
sign of up to four (4) squate feet in atea for any legaUy 
estabUshed commetcial use variance within a residential 
zoning disttict. 

D . Shopping Centets, Professional Office Complexes and Other Multiple Use 
FacUities. Whete two (2) or mote business estabhshments are planned as an 
integrated centet, maU, complex ot other multiple use faciHty, the foUowing 
criteria shaU apply: 

(1) One common freestanding sign identifying the development is 
pemiitted. The size and height of such sign shaU be detetmined by 
the standatd set forth in Section 4.7.4.C (3)(a). 

(2) Freestanding signs may not be displayed by individual estabUshments 
located within the development. Individual estabUshment signs shaU 
not be posted on the fteestanding sign. The freestanding signs shaU 
display the name of the development. 

(3) Shopping centers, ptofessional office complexes and other multiple 
use faciHties require the submission of a Master Sign Plan. 

E. Master Sign Plan. 

(1) A master sign plan is a sign system to create visual unity among the 
signs within the development and insures compatibihty with 
surrounding estabUshments and stmcmres. I t shaU include 
specifications to which aU signs within the development shaU 
conform, including, but not Hmited to the elements of 4.7.2 A and 
the design criteria o f 4.7.5 C 
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(2) Before any individual sign permits requiring a Master Sign Plan are 
approved, the Plan shaU be reviewed and approved by the ViUage 
Planning Board. 

F. Murals. Murals, not exceeding fifty (50 percent or two hundred (200) square 
feet, whichever is less, of the total area of the buUding facade ate petmitted, 
provided it contains no advertising message. 

4.7.5 DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 

A. General Provisions. 

(1) AU signs shaU comply with appHcable regulations of the New York 
State BuUding Code. 

(2) AU electtical signs shaU be constmcted in accordance with the 
standatds of the National Electtic Code. 

(3) AU fteestanding signs shaU be designed and constmcted to withstand 
a wind pressure of not less than twenty (20) pounds per square foot 
or smface area. 

(4) AU signs, including waU mounted signs, shaU be securely anchored 
and shaU not swing ot move in any manner. 

(5) AU signs, sign finishes, suppotts and electric woik shaU be kept clean, 
neady painted, and free ftom aU hazatds, such as, but not limited to, 
faulty witing, and loose supports, braces, guys and anchors. 

(6) AU freestanding or waU signs shaU employ acceptable safety material. 

(7) AU signs shaU be painted and/or fabricated in a professional, 
wotkmanlike manner. 

B. Specific Regulations to Sign Types. 

(1) WaU Signs. 

(a) WaU signs shaU not extend beyond the ends or over the top 
of the waUs to which attached and shaU not extend above the first 
floor level of the buUding. 
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(b) WaU signs except fot cettam electtic signs shaU not extend 
more than six (6) inches from the face of the buUdings to which 
attached. Electric signs may extend a distance of up to fourteen (14) 
inches to accommodate a sign and a code-required transformer box, 
but in no case shaU this box extend mote than eight (8) inches from 
the face of the buUding to which it is attached. Whenevet possible the 
transformer box shaU be concealed inside the buUding. In the CC, 
WOD, WD Districts exterior mounted transformer boxes are 
prohibited. 

(2) Ftee Standing Signs. 

(a) No freestanding sign may be located less than fifty (50) feet 
from any other fteestanding sign. 

(b) No fteestanding sign shaU be more than twenty (20) square 
feet per side for a double-faced sign. 

(c) No freestanding sign shaU be mote than twenty (20) feet in 
height above finished grade. Such height shaU be measured 
verticaUy from the estabUshed avetage grade dkectiy below 
the sign ot entry level of the buUding ot stmctute, whichever 
is lower, to the highest point of the sign, including supporting 
stmctures. Signs shaU be minimized in height consistent with 
the standards set forth in section 4.7.5.C. 

(d) No fteestanding sign shaU extend over ot into the pubUc 
right-of-way, nor shaU it ovethang the propetty lines. 

(e) Fteestanding signs under which a pedestrian walkway or 
driveway passes must have a len (10) foot vertical cleatance. 

(3) Otiiet Signs. 

(a) Window Signs. 

(i) No window sign shaU be affixed to the exteiiot of the 
window. AU exteriot signs shaU be classified as waU 
signs. 

(U) The area of a window sign (including neon signs, 
which size shaU be calculated using a rectangle 
surtounding the outermost dimensions) shaU not 
exceed five percent (5%) or twenty (20) squate feet, 
whichevet is less, of the atea of the window. 
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(4) Roof Signs 

(a) A toof sign must be instaUed in a plane pataUel to the waU of 
the facade of the buUduig, which the toof covets. In no case 
shaU a roof sign extend above the peak of the toof or above 
the parapet waU of the buUding facade. The bottom pottion 
of the roof sign, except for certain electtic signs, shaU not 
extend more than six (6) inches f rom the roof surface. 
Electtic signs may extend a distance o f up to fourteen (14) 
inches to accommodate a sign and a code-requked 
transformet box, but in no case shaU the bottom of this box 
extend mote than eight (8) inches f tom the toof smface to 
which it is attached. Whenevet possible, the transformet box 
shaU be enclosed inside the building. AU btacing for a toof 
sign shaU be enclosed in a stmcmre. 

(5) Backht Signs 

(a) AU backUt signs shaU have a datk background. Only the 
lettets and/ot message area o f the sign shaU be iUumkiated. 
Whenevet possible they shaU be constmcted flush with the 
buUding facade. 

C. Design Criteria. AU signs shaU be reviewed relative to the apptopriateness 
and compatibihty of thek design, shape, materials, colors, iUumination, 
legibUity, location and size. The Planning Boatd may approve, approve with 
conditions, ot disapptove signs. Approval is based on consistency with the 
design criteria hereki. With respect to conditioned approval, the Planning 
Board may requke modifications in sign feamres permitted by this Article 
that are more restrictive in order to kisure compatibUity. 

(1) Signs should be a subordinate part of the streetscape. 

(2) Signs in a patticulat atea ot district should create a urufying element 
and exhibit visual continuity. 

(3) Whenever feasible, multiple signs shotUd be combined into one to 
avoid clutter. 

(4) A sign should not impak the visual effectiveness o f neighboring 
signs. 

(5) Signs should be as close to the ground as possible, consistent with 
legibiUty considetations. 

(6) A sign's design should be consistent with the atchitectmal chatactet 
of the buUding on which it is placed and not cover any atchitectutal 
featmes on the biulding. 
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(7) Signs should have datk backgtound colots and Hght letters as these 
minimize the appatent size of signs within the stteetscape. 

(8) Signs should have a minimum of kifotmation in otder to avoid 
cluttet and confusion. 

(9) Garish colors and materials should be avoided. 

(10) The Planning Board may requke that landscaping be used at the base 
of a freestanding sign i f such landscaping wiU make the sign more 
compatible with the suttounding area. 

4.7.2 APPEAL TO Z O N I N G BOARD OF APPEALS 

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Building Inspectot relative to the ptovisioos 
of this Article may appeal such decision in writing to the Board of Appeals as provided in 
the Zoning Regulations and State Law and shaU comply with aU ptocedutal requkements 
prescribed by such Board. 

Section 2. Repeal the existing definitions of Section 11.1 Definitions of Atticle X I -
Definitions as related to signs (BiUboard, Sign, Sign Area) and replace in its entkety the 
foUowing: 

Sign — Any display of lettering, numbering, logos, designs, trademark shapes, colors, Hghts, 
or iUumination visible to the pubUc ftom outside of a buUding or ftom a pubhc right-of-way, 
which eithet conveys a message to the pubhc, or intends to advertise, dkect, invite, 
announce or draw attention to, dkecdy or indkectiy, a use conducted, events, goods, 
products, services or faciHties avaUable. 

Awning Sign — Any visual message incorporated into an awning attached to a 
buUding. 

Box Sign - A waU sign, attached to the outside waU of a buUding with the face of the 
sign in the plane paraUel to such waU, and not extending more than fifteen (15) 
inches from the face of the waU, and capable of being illuminated from the interior 
ofthe sign. 

Copy-Change Sign — A sign on which the visual message may be periodicaUy 
changed. 

Directional Sign - A sign Hmited to providing information on the location of an 
activity, business, or event. 

Fteestanding Sign - Any sign not attached to or part of any biUlding but sepatate and 
petmanentiy affixed by any other means, in or upon the gtound. Included are pole 
signs, pylon signs, masonry waU-type signs, and signs of simUar design and 
constmction. 
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lUummated Sign - Any sign iUuminated by electricity, gas ot othet artificial Hght 
eithet f t om the interior ot exterior of the sign, and which includes teflective and 
phosphorescent Hght. 

Off-Ptemises Sign - A sign, including biUboatds, untelated to a business ot 
ptofession conducted, ot to a commodity ot service sold or offered, upon the 
premises where such sign is located. 

Portable Sign - A sign, whethet on its own traUer, tmck body or simUar conveyance, 
wheels ot otherwise, designed to be movable and not stmctmaUy attached to the 
gtound, a buUding, as stmctme or another sign. 

Projection Sign — A sign which is attached to the buUding or waU or stmcmre and 
which extends horizontaUy more than 15 inches f tom the plane o f such waU, or a 
sign which is perpendicular to the face of such waU or stmctute. 

Representational Sign - A three-dimensional sign buUt so as to physicaUy represent 
the object advettised. Reptesentational signs ate also defined herein and may be 
appUed to binlding featmes and architecmral tteatments. 

Tempotary Sign — A sign telated to a single activity ot event having a dmation of no 
more than thkty (30) days. 

WaU Sign - A sign which is painted on or attached to the outside waU of a buUding 
with the face o f the sign in the plane paraUel to such waU, and not extending more 
than 15 inches f t om the face of the waU. 

Window Sign — A sign visible f tom a sidewalk, street, or othet pubHc place, painted 
or affixed on glass or othet window material, or located within f o m feet of the 
window, but not including gtaphics in connection with customary window display of 
ptoducts. 

Sign Dkectory - A Hsting of two or mote business entetprises, consisting of matrix 
and sign components. 

Sign Stmctme - The supports, uprights, bracing and framework for the sign. In the 
case of a sign stmctme consisting of two ot more sides whete the angle formed 
between any two of the sides or the projections thereof exceeds thkty (30) degrees, 
each side shaU be consideted a sepatate sign stmcmte. 

Sign Smface Area - The entke area within a single, continuous perimeter enclosing 
aU elements which form an integtal part of the sign. The stmctme supporting a sign 
shaU be excluded unless the stmctme is designed in a way to form an integtal 
backgtound fot the display. Both faces o f a double-faced sign shaU be included as 
surface or atea o f such sign. 
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Section 3. Effective Date 
This Local Law shall take effect immediately. 
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