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A looal law adopting a new Section 84-SA of the Code of the Village of Liberty to 
permit the creation of new private wells or water supplies within the 
incorporated Village of Liberty solely for the purpose of the installation 
of self-contained, closed loop geothermal heatin^coollng svstems. 

(Insert Title) 

Be it enacted by the Village Board of the 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

Gounty 
Gity- of 
Town 
Village 

Liberty as follows: 

1, Purpose. At present, the vast majority ofthe buildings and structures in the 
Village of Liberty are heated by the burning of fossil fuels, at great expense to the 
owners or lessees of such buildings and structures and with the concomitant air 
pollution which results from the combustion of such fossil fuels, and are cooled by 
aip conditioning \inits which rt in on electricity (which, i n turn, is usually generated 
by the burning of fossil fuels). A self-contained, closed-loop geothermal heating 
system, which involves the installation of a well and a closed loop in the building or 
structure by which the heat of the earth provides the majority of the energy needed 
to heat or cool a building or structure, restilts in lower heating and cooling bills and 
less air pollution as a result of the combustion of fossil fuels. Presently, Section 84-5 
of the Gode of the Village of Liberty prohibits the creation of new private wells or 
water supphes within the incorporated Village of Liberty. Section 84-5 was enacted 
i n order to protect the ability of the Village of Liberty to provide water to its 
residents, which can only be performed properly through economies and efficiencies 
of scale. I t is the desire of the Village Board to permit new private wells or water 
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supphes solely for the purpose of the installation of self-contained, closed-loop 
geothermal heating/cooling systems, on the express condition that the water 
produced by such new private well may not be used for human consumption, 
cleaning, bathing or any other purpose other than the geothermal heating/cooling 
system. 

S. A new Section 84-5A of the Gode of the Village of Liberty is hereby adopted 
to read as follows: 

84-5A - Geothermal Heating/Cooling Systems 

1. ITotwithstandhig the provisions of Section 84-5 of the Gode of the 
Village of Liberty, new private wells may be installed in the Village 
of Liberty for the purposes of the installation and maintenance of a 
self-contained, closed loop geothermal heating/coohng system, as 
hereinafter provided. 

2. An owner or lessee (with the express written permission of the 
owner) of real property in the Village of Liberty may install a 
private well on such real property solely for the purposes of the 
installation of a geothermal heating'coohng system to serve a 
building(s) or structure(s) located on such real property or to be 
constructed simultaneously with the installation of the well and 
the installation ofthe geothermal heating'cooling system. 

3. Any such property owner of lessee who desires to install a well for 
the sole purpose of the maintenance and installation of a 
geothermal heating/cooling system shall first apply to the Gode 
Enforcement Ofiicer of the Village of Liberty for a geothermal 
heating/cooling system well permit, on a form to be supphed by the 
Code Enforcement Offioer. Such application shall contain a 
certiiication whereby the applicant certifies, under the penalties of 
perjury, that the well will be installed and utilized solely tn 
accordance with the provisions of this law and shall not be used 
for human consumption, cleaning, bathing or any other purpose 
other than the geothermal heating/coohng system. 

4. As a condition to the issuance of a geothermal heating/coohng 
system weh permit, the apphcant shall Install a backflow 
prevention control device on the Village water supply line to the 
buiLding(s) or structure(s) on the premises to be serviced by the 
geothermal heating/coohng system and well, at the apphcant̂ s sole 
cost and expense, which said bacMlow prevention control device 
shall guard against any water emanating from said well from 
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entering the Village water supply system in the event of an 
improper or Incorrect connection, i n whole or i n part, ofthe water 
supply provided by the geothermal heating/cooling weh and the 
Vihage water supply, 

5. The geothermal heating/cooling well and system shaU be instaUed 
in fu l l accordance with all apphcable statutes, laws, ordinances, 
rules and regulations pertaining thereto. 

6. Upon completion of the instaUation of the geothermal 
heating/cooling system weU, the apphcant shaU apply for and 
obtain from the Code Enforcement Officer of the ViUage of Liberty 
a Certificate of Gomphance, certiftnng that such weh has been 
installed in fuh and complete comphance with the terms and 
provisions of this law. I n connection therewith, the applicant 
shah execute a form, to be supphed by the Code Enforcement 
Officer of the VUlage of Liberty, certifying the foregoing, under the 
penalties of perjury. The issuance of the Gertificate of Gomphance 
by the Code Enforcement Officer of the VUlage of Liberty shall not 
be deemed a certification, warranty or representation by the Code 
Enforcement Officer of the Village of Liberty or by the VUlage of 
Liberty, itself, that the geothermal heating/cooling system weh has 
been instaUed in fu l l and complete comphance with the terms of 
this law; to the contrary, it shaU merely signify that the apphcant 
has certified as such, "under the penalties of perjury, 

7. At the time of the application for the geothermal heating/coohng 
system weh permit, the apphcant shall pay a fee to the Gode 
Enforcement Officer of the ViUage of Liberty in the amount of 
$100.00, which shaU be non-refundable, regardless of whether a 
Gertificate of Comphance is ultimately Issued. 

8. No water or effluent from the geothermal heating/cooling weh 
and/or system shaU, for any reason, be discharged into the sewage 
or storm water system owned and operated by the VUlage of 
Liberty or upon any pubhc or private real property; the 
geothermal heathig/coohng system and well must be self-contained 
and closed-looped, such that the water from such well passes 
through the geothermal heating/coohng system and returns to the 
weU, itself. 

9. As a condition to the issuance of the permit and Certificate of 
Compliance, the applicant shall authorize the Code Enforcement 
Officer to inspect the geothermal heating/coohng weh and system 
at such reasonable times as the Code Enforcement Officer of the 
ViUage of Liberty shall deem appropriate to ensure that such weU 
and the geothermal heating/cooling system are not connected to 
the ViUage of Liberty water supply and are not discharging into 



the sewage or storm water systems owned and operated by the 
ViUage of Liberty or onto any pubhc or private property. 

10. Any violation of this law shaU be deemed a violation punishable by 
a fine up to $1,000.00 and/or imprisonment of no more than 
fifteen (15) days. Each week that the violation continues shall be 
deemed a separate violation. I n addition to the foregoing, the 
ViUage of Liberty shall be entitled to recover from the property 
owner and/or lessee aU damages incurred by the ViUage of Liberty 
as a result of a violation of this law and/or to seek injunctive rehef 
to enforce the provisions of this law, 

3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon its fUing with the 
Secretary of State. 

(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the flling of this local law and strike 
out that which is not apphcable.) 

1. (PtnaJ adoption by local legislative body only). 

I hereby certify that the looal law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 7 
of 2003 of the (Gounty) (Qity) (Town) (Village) of Liberty TName of Legislative 
Body) was duly adopted on OCTOBER 22 ^ 2003, i n accordance with the 
applicable provisions of law. 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after 
disapproval by the Elective Chief Executive OfQcer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 
of 2003 ofthe (County)(Gity)(Town)(Village) of 
was d u l y passed by the (Name of Legislative Body) o n _ 

, 2003, and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after 
disapproval) by the (Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) and 
was deemed duly adopted on , 2003, i n accordance with the 
apphcable provisions of law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum,) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 
2003 ofthe (County)(City)(Town)(ViUage) of 
was du ly passed by the (Name ofLegislative Body) o n 

, 2003, and was (approved) (not disapproved) (repassed after 
disapproval) by the (Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) o n 

, 2003. Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a 
(mandatory) (permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative vote of a majority 
of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election 
held on , 2003, in accordance with the apphcable provisions 
of law. 
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4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no vahd petition 
was filed requesting referendum). 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 
2003 ofthe (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of 
was d u l y passed by the (Name ofLegislative Body) o n 

, 2003, and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after 
disapproval) b y the (Elective ClUef Executive Officer*) o n 

, 2003. Such local law was subject to permissive referendum and 
no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of , 2003, 
i n accordance with the apphcable provisions of law. 

*Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a 
county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there be none, the ,chairman of the 
county legislative body, the mayor or a city or viUage, or the supervisor of a town 
where such officer is vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or 
ordinances. 

6. (Oiiy looal Jaw concerning Charter revisions proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. _ _ _ _ _ 
^ ^ ^ of 2003 of the City of _^ ^ having been 

submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of the 
Municipal Home RiUe Law, and having received the affirmative vote of tne majority 
of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special) (general) election 
held on , 2003, became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 
of 2003 of the County of ^, State of New York, having 

been submitted to the electors at the General Election of November 2005T 
pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 ofthe Municipal Home Rule Law, and 
having received the affirmative vote of a majority ofthe qualined electors ofthe cities 
of saia county as a unit and of a majoritv of the quahfied electors of the towns of said 
county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been foUowed, please provide an 
appropriate certification.) 

I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on 
fUe In this office and that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole 
of such original local law, and was finaUy adopted In the manner indicated in 
paragraph 1 above. 

(Seal) Date: 1 2 ^ | V \ Q : ^ 
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(Certification to be executed by Gounty Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town 
Attorney, VUlage Attorney or other authorized Attorney of locahty.) 

STATE OP NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF SULLTVAN 

I , the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local la,w contains the correct 
text and that all " ' " - ' ' ' ^ .« - . . «.. 
local law annexe( 
text and that all proper proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the 

id hereto. y-'C^ ^ 

Signature 

Attornev for the Village 

nme— 
Oounty 
-Town of Liberty 
Village 
Date: i ^ l t (03 


