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A local law to amend Chapter 65 of the Village Code by adding a new Article V to
give the Board of Trustees the authority to regulate the creation, accumulation, deposit,
maintenance or display of visually offensive materials established pursuant to applicable
provisions of NYS Law.

(Moratorium Upon Development of Ecologically Sensitive
Freshwater Wetland Areas in the Incorporated Village of Centre Island )

Be it enacted by the Board of Trustces of the
{Name of Legislative Body)

Village of Centre Island as follows:
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VILLAGE OF CENTRE ISLAND
LOCAL LAW 2-2004

MORATORIUM UPON DEVELOPMENT OF ECOLOGICALLY SENSITIVE FRESH-
WATER WETLAND AREAS IN THE INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF CENTRE ISLAND

A Local Law adopting a Moratorium upon the issuance of building permits for the
construction of buildings or structures and upon the issuance of subdivision approval, all within
designated areas of the Village in order to allow the Board of Trustees the time and the
opportunity to study issues relating to the conscrvation and protection of ecologically sensitive
freshwatcr wetlands within the territorial limits of the Village to insure that the Village’s zoning
laws (i) fully protect said wetlands to the extent permitted by law (ii) are consistent with up to
date conservation practices, and (iii) insure that any future alteration and development of said
wetlands are compatible with and not in conflict with any update or future amendment to the
Village’s Zoning Code or other local laws rcsulting from said study.

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Incorporated Village of Centre Island
as follows:

SECTION 1. Adoption of moratorium upon development of ecologically sensitive natural
freshwater wetland areas in the Incorporated Village of Centre Island.

ARTICLE L. Legislative Intent and Purpose:
The Board of Trustees hereby finds as follows:

(I) Since the preparation of the Master Plan for the Village and adoption of the
comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, residential development has continued to intensify throughout
Nassau County and the Incorporated Village of Centre Island; resulting in the development of
remaining undeveloped spaces that, heretofore, have been considered not developable by reason
of their low clevation and submerged or semi-submerged condition. This phenomenon presents a
growing threat to the Village’s fragile freshwater wetlands not adequately protected by the
current Village Zoning Code.

(2) The possible adverse effects of such increased development and
construction in the remaining environmentally critical wetland areas justify a current review of
the existing Master Plan and the Zoning Code of the Village so as to make certain the Village,




through its home rule zoning powers, appropriately provides for the future preservation of
freshwater wetlands - universally recognized as a vital and limited resource forming a threshold
ecological link essential to animal and human habitat.

(3) The Board of Trustees of the Village has autherized the Mayor and
Building Inspector to identify, and cause to be mapped on a preliminary basis, remaining
undeveloped and currently unmapped freshwater wetland areas within the Village using
published New York State DEC criteria for identification purposes.

(4) Pursuant to said authority, 2 map entitled “Preliminary Map of Freshwater
Wetlands Inc. Village of Centre Island” dated October 15, 2004 was approved by the Board of
Trustees on October 20, 2004. Thereafter, said “Preliminary Map” was submitted to the Village
Engineers for preparation of a more formal map entitled “Tentative Map of Freshwater Wetlands
Inc. Village of Centre Island” dated November 10, 2004,

(5) Itis the purpose of this law to provide a temporary moratorium upon the
construction in or alteration or subdivision of the remaining undeveloped freshwater wetlands in
the Village as designated on the aforesaid map while a study is being conducted to insure
unnecessary and irreparable destruction or damage to these wetlands in order to secure the
health, safety and general welfare of the Village and the greater community of which it is a part.

(6)  This moratorium shall prohibit the issuance of any permit from any agency
of the Village for any construction, alteration or subdivision in or on those areas designated as
freshwater wetlands on a certain map entitled “Tentative Map of Freshwater Wetlands Inc.
Village of Centre Island” dated November 10, 2004 and it shall further prohibit any agency of
the Village from accepting or approving any pending or future permit application for any
construction, alteration or subdivision in or on those areas so designated, This will serve and
accomplish the Village’s goals to insure that future development, alteration and construction
within or near these wetland areas are compatible and not in conflict with any update or future
amendment to the Village’s Zoning Ordinance or other local laws resulting from the study.

(7)  This moratorium is not intended to affect so called man made freshwater
wetlands.

ARTICLE II. Tmposition of Moratorium.

SECTION 1. Effectively immediately and continuing for a period of six (6) months from and
afier the effective date of this law, the authority to review and issue permits for construction,
alteration and subdivision within those arcas designated as freshwater wetlands on a certain map
entitled “Tentative Map of Freshwater Wetlands Inc. Village of Centre Island” dated November
10, 2004 shall be suspended and no completed permit application whether {or construction,
altcration or subdivision for areas so designated for construction, alteration or subdivision not
approved and issued on or before October 20, 2004 shall be accepted, reviewed or granted by or
on behalf of any agency of the Village.




SECTION 2. The Board of Trustees may, by resolution, terminate the moratorium prior to its
expiration, or alternatively, extend the moratorium provided therein for two (2) ninety (90) day
periods as the process of the Village’s review may require.

SECTION 3. In the event that this local law causes a severe and substantial financial hardship
to any property owner, an application may be made in writing to the Board of Trustees
requesting an exemption from the provisions of this law. After due notice and a public hearing
on such application, the Board of Trustees may grant such exemption and impose any conditions
as may be deemed reasonable or necessary. No exemption shall be granted pursuant to this
section, except upon a determination in the sole discretion of the Board of Trustees that severe
and substantial financial hardship exists as a result of the application of the provisions of this
law. Any property owner secking relief under this section must demonstrate the existence of
such financial hardship in the same manner and to the same extent as would be required to obtain
a use variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals under the Village Law. During the term of this
Moratorium and upon good cause shown, additional freshwater wetland designations may be
added to the Tentative Map of Freshwater Wetlands by resclution of the Board of Trusiees.

SECTION 4. Section 7-728 of the Village Law is hereby amended in its application to the
Incorporated Village of Cenire Island pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Section 10 to toll and
suspend all time periods or limits imposed therein for the entire duration of this Moratorium.

ARTICLE 1Il. Validity.

If any section or provision or part of this local law shall be adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, then such adjudication shall not affect the
validity of the local ilaw as a whole or any section, provision or part thercof not so adjudged
invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 5. Effective Date.

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon adoption and filing pursuant to the
Municipal Home Rule Law.
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