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VILLAGE OF CASTILE 

Local LawNo. 1 of 2003 

A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR THE REMOVAL OR 
REPAIR OF UNSAFE BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES. 

SECTION 1. Purpose. Unsafe buildings and structures pose a threat to life and 
property in the Village of Castile. Buildings and structures may become unsafe by reason of 
damage by fu*e, the elements, age, neglect, abandonment or general deterioration. Vacant 
buildings not properly secured at doorways and windows also serve as an attractive nuisance for 
young children who may be injured therein, as well as a point of congregation by vagrants and 
transients. A delapidated building may also serve as a place of rodent infestation, thereby 
creating a health menace to the community. It is the purpose of this local law to provide for the 
safety, health, protection and general welftrc of persons and propeny in the Village of Castile by 
requiring that such unsafe buildings and public nuisances be repaired or demolished and 
removed. 

SECTION 2. Title. This local law shall be known as "The Unsafe Building Law" ofthe 
Village of Castile. 

SECTION 3. Definitions. (1) "Building" means any building, mobile home or other 
structure or portion thereof used for residential, business or industrial purpose (2)"Building 
Inspector" means the code enforcement offi cer of the Village of Castile or such other person 
appointed by the Village Board to enforce the provisions ofthis local law. (3) Village means the 
Village of Castile. 

SECTION 4. Investigation and Report. When, the Building Inspector, in his/her own 
opinion or upon receipt of infonnation that a building (1) is or may become dangerous, unsafe or 
a nuisance to the general public; (2) is open at the doorways and windows making it accessible to 
and an object of attraction to minors under eighteen years of age, as well as to vagrants and other 
trespassers; (3) is or may become a place of rodent infestation; (4) presents any other danger to 
the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the public; or (5) is abandoned or unfit for the 
purposes for which it may lawfully be used, the building inspector shall cause or make an 
inspection thereof and report in writing to the Village Board of the Village his findings and 
recommendafions in regard to its repair or demolition and removal. 

SECTIONS. Village Board Order. The Village Board shall thereafter consider such 
report and by resolution determine, if in its opinion the report so warrants, that such building is 
unsafe and dangerous or has otherwise become a pubiic nuisance and order its repair ifthe same 
can be safely repaired, or its demolition and removal, and further order that a notice be served 
upon the persons and in the manner provided herein. 

SECTION 6. Notice. Contents. The notice shall contain the following: (1) a descripfion 
ofthe premises; (2) a statement of the particulars in which the building is unsafe or dangerous or 



has otherwise become a public nuisance; (3) an order outlining the manner in which the building 
is to be made safe and secure, or demolished and removed; (4) a statement that the securing or 
removal of such buiiding shall commence within 30 days of the service ofthe nofice and shall be 
completed within 60 days thereafter, unless, for good cause shown, such time shall be extended; 
(5) a date, time and place for a hearing before the Yillage Board in relafion to such dangerous or 
unsafe building, which hearing shall be scheduled not less than five business days from the date 
of service ofthe nofice; and (6) a statement that in the event of neglect or refusal to comply with 
the order to secure or demolish and remove the building, the Villagc Board is authorized to 
provide for its repair, demolition and/or removal, to assess all expenses thereof against the land 
on which it is located and to institute a special proceeding to collect the costs of demolition, 
including legal expenses. 

SECTION 7. Service of Notice. The nofice shall be ser\'ed (1) by personal service of a 
copy thereof upon the owner, or upon the owner's executor, administrator, agent, lessee, or any 
other person having a vested or contingent interest in such unsafe buiiding as shown by the 
records of the Tax Collector and/or ofthe county clerk; or if no such person can be reasonably 
found, by mailing such owner by registered mail a copy of such notice directed to hisAier last 
known address as shown by the above record; and (2) by personal service of a copy of such 
notice upon any adult person residing in or occupying said premises if such person can be 
reasonably found; and (3) if personal service ofthe notice can not be made, by also securing 
affixing a copy ofsuch notice upon the unsafe building. 

SECTION 8. A copy of the notice served as provided herein shall be filed in the office 
ofthe County Clerk ofthe County of Wyoming in the same mamier as a nofice of pendency 
pursuant of Article 65 of the civil practice law and rules. 

SECTION 9. Refusal to Comply. In the event of the refusal or neglect of the person or 
persons so notified to comply with said order of the Viiiage Board, after the hearing the Village 
Board shall provide for the repair or demolition and removal of such building or structure either 
by Village employees or by contract. Except in an emergency as provided in Section 11 hereof, 
any contract for demolition and removal of a building in excess of $20,000 shall be awarded 
through competitive bidding. 

SECTION 10. Assessment of Expenses. All expenses incurred by the Village in 
connection with the proceedings to repair and secure or demolish and remove the unsafe 
building, including the cost of actually removing such building, and all reasonable and necessary 
legal expenses incidental thereto, shall, at the option of the Village Board , either: 

(1) Be assessed against the land on which such building as located and shall be levied and 
collected in the same manner as provided in article 8 of the Village Law for the levy and 
collection ofa special ad valorem levy, or 

(2) Be collected by commencement of a special proceeding against the owner of said 
unsafe or dangerous building or structure pursuant to General Municipal Law section 78-b. 

SECTION 11. Emergencv Cases. Where it reasonably appears that there is present a 
clear and imminent danger to the life, safety or health of any person or property, unless an unsafe 



building is immediately repaired and secured or demolished, the Village Board may by resolufion 
authorize the building inspector to immediately cause the repair or demolition ofsuch unsafe 
building. The expenses of such repair or demolition shall be a charge against the land on which 
it is located and shall be assessed, levied and collected as provided in section ] 0 hereof 

SECTION 12. Separability. Each separate provision ofthis local law shall be deemed 
independent of all other provisions herein, and if any provisions shall be deemed invalid, all 
other provisions hereof shall remain valid and enforceable. 

SECTION 13. Repealer. This Local Law shall supersede ail prior local laws, ordinances. 
Riles and regulations relative to the repair or removal of unsafe buildings and collapsed structures 
within the Village and they shall be, upon the effective date ofthis ordinance, null and void. 

SECTION 14. Effective date. This local iaw shall take effect upon its being duly filed in 
the office of the Secretary' of State ofthe State of Nevv York as provided in Section 27 of the 
Municipal Home Rule Law. 



(Complete the certiflcation in the paragraph that applies to the filing ofthis local law and 
strike out that which Is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed herelo, designaled as local law No. ----- •!• - - of 20-?-?--
of lhe (QMJi5t)c)(j&ty)^cJc5m$(Village) of ...ChBJ^llS was duly passed by the 

yXLXiAGE-.BQAEC> on---^y-g..,.21t— 20-0-3, in accordance wilh the applicable provisions ofiaw. 
(Namt of Ligishii'-'t Body) 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval 
by the Elective Chief Executive OfTicer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designaled as local law No. --- of 20 
oC the (Counly)(Cily)(Town)(Villagc) of — - : - wjis duly passed by lhe 

- - - -- - -- on 20 ---, and was (approved)(nol approved)(repassed after 
(Name af Legislaiive BoJy) 

disapproval) by the -- - - and was deemed duly adopled on 20— , 
(Elective Chief Execuiive Officer') 

in accordance wilh the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Fiual adoption by referendum.) 

1 hereby cerlify ihat the local law annexed herelo, designaled as local law No. -- - of 20 
of lhe (Counly)(Cily)(Town)(VilIage) of - - was duly passed by lhe 

— - - --- on 20— , and was (approvcd)(not approved)(repassed after 
(Name of Legislaiive Body) 

disapproval) by lhe - — —---- --- on—---- 20 Such local law was submitled 
(Eicclive Chief E.xecuiive Officer') 

to the people by reason ofa (niandalory)(pcnnissivc) referendum, and received the affirmative vole ofa majority of 
the qualified cleclors voiing thereon al the (general)(special)(annual) election held on - 20---- , in 
nccordancc wilh lhe applicable provisions of law. 

4. (Subject to pennis.sive referenduni and (Inal adoption becaii.se no valid petition was Hied requesting 
referenduni.) 

I hereby cerlify lhal lho local Inw annexed hereto, designaled ;is local law No r-- of 20 
oflhe (County)(City)(Town)(VilIagc) of - - - - was duly passed by the 

- - -- - on - - 20— , and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed afler 

disapproval) by lhe— on - 20— . Such local law was subjeci lo 
(Eleclivc Cliief E.\ccutive Officer') 

permissive referendum and no valid pelilion requesting such referendum was filed as of 2CL--- , in 
nccordnnec wilh lhe applicable provisions of lnw. 

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or.includes the chief executive ofllcer o f a county elected on a county-
wide basis or, i f there be none, the chairperson of t l ie county legislative body, the mayor o fa city or village, or 
the supervisor of a town where such otTicer is vested with the power to approve or veto local hnvs or oi-dinances. 
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 
of the City of — having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of 
section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote ofa majority ofthe 
quaHfied electors of such cily voting Ihereon at the (special)(general) election held on- 2 0 — , 
became operative. 

6. (County local law coucerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. - of 20 
of the County of State of New York, having been submitted to the electors 
at the General Eieclion of November 20— , pursuant lo subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the 
Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote ofa majority ofthe qualified electors ofthe cit
ies ofsaid county as a unit and a majorily ofthe qualified electors ofthe towns ofsaid county considered as a unit 
voting at said general eieclion, became operalive. 

(If any other authorized form of fhial adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 

I furlher certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same 
is a correct transcript therefrom and ofthe whole ofsuch original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner in
dicated in paragraph -1 — , above. 

Clerk eC\li6^un1y Icgislalivd body, Gity, Tbwii njr Village Clerk 
OJ oFficBr designated Uy local lu^itjlaUvei)ody 
KAREN S H E i m A N , CLERK 

(Seal) D a l e : Q ^ - ^ ^ ^ 0 ^ 

(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corp^rfStion Counsel, Town Attorney, Village Attorney or 
other authorized attorney oflocality.) 
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I , the undersigned, hereby cerlify that the foregoin 
have been had or taken for the enactment of the lo 

orrect text and that all proper proceedings 
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o f C A S T I L E 

V i l l a g e 
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