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„tv'-e'''^°' : - • - . ' • 
^ ^ Local Law of the Town of Elma Imposing a Twelve Month Moratoriurii on Solar 

. • Farms as follows: 

!Be it eniacted by the Tqw^̂  

A local law iniposing a twelve month moratorium on Solar Farms;; ' ' 

1. Purpose: 

The. To'wn of Elma has recently received jinquires for irifonnatiOn regarding application, 
siting, location, development and construction of non-residential solar elecfric geheratihg 
systems, or related facilities or structures, often referred to as solar farms, on lands within 
the Town of Elma. Thb Town Board is' awm:e'of tlie pUblic interest iii adoptiiig solar 
energy, as ;aitemative eiiergy as well as coiicerns arid' issues re'gar.ding .such use. the . 
current local laws, ordinances and regulations of the ToWn of Elriia, however, do.not 
adequately address many of the concerns and issues which' iriiist 'b̂  considered tb fairly 
address the impacts of such uses upon the Town of Elma. 

Therefore, the To.\yii Board of the To'wn of Elma has d.eterniined that it is necessary to 
undertime a comprehensive, reyiew ofthe concerns 'and issues raised by the siting,' 
location, development arid construction'of nori-resideritial s61ar electHc generating 
systems, or related facilities in a manner which is rneaningfiil and consistent With the 
Town's comprehetisive plari.̂  

Accordingly, the Tovyn Board, of the Town of Elma, New York desires ,to establish a one 
(1) year moratorium on the application,.siting, location, development aiid constructiori. of 
non-residential solar electric generating systems, or related facilities or structures within 
the Town of Elma in order to allow the Town of Elma sufficient and necessary tinie to 
study, review, develop, and enact appropriate regulating legislation for the town df 

. Elma, New York..,' ; - . ., -.. ,.-



2. Definitions: 

Non-residential solar electric generating systems, or related facilities or striictures, also 
referred to as solar farms, and/or solar energy equipment/system, shall mean and include, 
but not be limited to an array or collection of photovoltaic panels or collectors that 
convert sunlight to electrical energy, together with appurtenant facilities. "Residential, 
business and industrial properties with rooftop solar panel installations which generate 
electricity servicing the property vyhere the rooftop solar installations are located, and 
residential solar electric generating systems ptirsuant to Town of Elma Code, are exempt 
from this moratorium as are all rhunicipal and school installations and properties. 

3. Moratorium: 

A. During the effective period of this Local Law, neither the Town Board, the 
Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, nor the Code Enforcement Office shall 

grant any approval or issue permits thaf would result in the siting, location, development, 

constmction, establishment, placement, uistallation, enlargement, or erection of non­

residential, hon-rooftop solar electric generating systems, or related facilities or structures 

within the Town of Elma, New York. 

B. The Town Board of the Town of Elma reserves the right to direct the Town 
Code Enforcenient.Officer to revo.ke or rescind any building permit or certificate issued 
in-yiolatioh of this Local la^y.'- ' ' '.[[ 

C. .No portion of any applications for construction or for approval of a site plan, 
subdivision, variance, special use pennit or any other permit affected.by this Local Law 
shall be considered by any Board or Officer or Agency of the To'wn of Ehna while the 
moratoriim .imposed % this Local Law " • ••• ; 

4. Term: 

This local law shall be in effect for a period of one (1) year from the effective date of this 
local layv̂ j Uiiless earlier terminated by other local lâ ^̂  

5. Validity: 

The invalidity of any provision of their Local Law shall not affect the validity of any 
other provision pf this Local Law that can be given in effect without such invahd 
provision. 

6. Effective Date: 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of Stateof the 
State ofNew York. 



1. (Final adoption by locallegislative body only.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 2 of 2016 of the 
Town of Elma was duly passed by the Town Board on November 16, 2016, in accordance with 
the applicable provisions of law. 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approvial, no disapproval or'repassage after 
, disapproval by the Elective Chief Executive Officer.*) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No! of 20 
of the Town, of Elma was duly -passed by the Town of Elma on 20 , and was 
(approved) (nbt disapproved) (repassed after disapproval) bv the" ' " ' '"• ""' 

- - J -' ,. / , - . ' . (Elective Chief Exec Officer*) , 
and was deemed duly adopted on adopted ' ' 20 -, in accordance with the ' 
afipTicable provisions of the law. ' , ' " " ' 

3. (Final adoption by referendum) . ..ŝ '̂ 

I hereby certify that.the lo.cal law annexed heretb, designated as local law No. M ' of 
the Town of Elma was duly passed by the,Elma Town Board on ;J''ahd'vyas ' 
approved by the ''__^___ Supervisor of the Town of Elma o n i ^ J l 
Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a mandatory feferendunj,-and received 
the affirmative vote ofa majority ofthe qualified electors votirig thereon at the general election 
held on ' - in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. ['-^^ 

i •. , ' < , ' - - - • • ' 

., , • •:" • ' . : .[''''''<'i.n 
4. (Subject to permissivie referendum and final adoption because no valid petitibn was 

filed requesting referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.. '. of 20̂  , 
ofthe Town of Elma was'duly passed by the Elma Town Board on , , ,. - .. 20 and was 
(apprpyedj, (not disapproved) (repassed after disapproval) by the, - ., ,'. ' .. , 

' - ' (Elective Chief Executive Officer*) ' 
on-_ • 20_J . Such-local law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid 
petition requesting such referendum was filed as of 20_: , in accordance with 
the applicable provisions of law. . 

'Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer ofa county elected on a county-wide basis 
'or, if there be none, the chairrrian of the county legislative body, the rnayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town 
where such officer is vested with the power.to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 

5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 
the. City of ' - having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of 
section-(36) (37) ofthe Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special) (general) election held 
on 20 .̂ became operative. 



6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of . 
the County of ' State of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the 
General; Electipn of November . _^20 , pursuant to subdivision 5,and 7 of section 
33 of the Municipal Honrie Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote ,of a majority of the 
qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and of a majority ofthe qualified electors of 
the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized fomi of final adoption has been followed, please provide as appropriate certification.) 

I furthercertify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this Office 
and that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole bf such originaf local, law, aind 
was finally adopted in the manner indicated in paragraph 1 , above.. 

Clerk of the.County legislative bo.dy, OIW,JFevn or Village Clerk 
or officer designated by local legislative body 

(Seal), \ Date: December 7, 2016 

-. • •• - . - . ^ ••.''':•.' ' 
(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, Village 
Attorney or other authorized Attorney of locality.) 
STATEOF NEWYORK) 
COUNTY OF ERIE ) SS: 

' \, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law containsthe correct text and that all 
proper prpceedings-have been had or taken for the eriactmient ofthe local law annexed hereto. 

- ' .. 
Signature ^ 

Elma Town Attornev 
Title.. 

TOWN OF ELMA. COUNTY OF ERIE 
Date: December 7, 2016. 


