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A Local Law to amend the Iadrmrnstratlve code of thie city of New York in relatlon to information
collected and reported about youth and foster | care :

Be it enacted by the Councﬂnas follows:

P
ot i

| | F : e - '
Section 1. Section 21-902.1 of the administrative code of the city of New ‘York, as added

by local law numﬁcr_46 for t‘he“year 201'4,:is amended to read as follows:

i . '(:I‘
. . r

.§21'\902'1 Youth aod'fdstet care. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the

following tcrms shall hove;the fOllowing mcot:lings':" ' | R

1

- [1.] Abseht'withouft leave. The term E‘[Abscnt— Without Leave (AWOL)] absent without

leave” means a child who;ha's been, placed by an authorized agency in foster care in a certified

- foster boarding home, an approved relative fo:stcr' home, or a licensed foster care facility, and who

is absent without the consent of ttle‘j)érson(s) jorffacilit'y in whose care.the child has been placed or

the consent of the case blahﬁer/caseworket otI the facility in whose care the child has been placed

;
4

[2: “ACS” means the Admlmstratlon for Chlldren § Serv1ces or 1ts successor agency.|

[3.] ACS Housmg subs1dv The ten‘nz “ACS [Housmg Subs:dy] housing sub51dv” means




, :
[two “one-shot” payments of up to §1, 800 each and a monthly rental assistance of up to $300 The

subsidy (including the two one shots) may last for up to three years or $1 0, 800 whichever comes
- first. One Special Grant (One Shot) of up to ’$l 800 is- allocated to pay rent arrears or mortgage

arrears only One Special Grant (One Shot) of up to $1, 800 18 allocated for costs associated with

":secunng an apartrn'ent, extermmator fees and for foster care cases only to purchase needed

" :essentiai-ﬁlmiture] the rent.subsidies or assistan¢e provided pursuant to section 409-a of the social .
- services law.

-

[4.] Adult permanency resour_c‘e.' The term “[Adult] adultpennanency resource” means an

adult who has been detemjined' by a social sérvices district to be an appropriate and acceptable
resource for a youth and .i's'icomr'nitted to provfiding: support, advice and guidance to the youth and

to assist the youth as the youth.n_take_s_ the transition from foster care to responsible adulthood.

[5.] Adult residenti‘al‘ care. The term ‘é[A'dult] adult residentidl care” means an adult-care

L

| .facﬂlty contracted by the [Ofﬁce for Persons iWIth Developmental Dlsablhtlcs (OPWDD)] office

for persons with developmental dlsablllues or the [Ofﬂce of Mental Health (OMH)] office of

mental health established and operated for the purposes of prov1d1ng long—terrn re51dent1al care,
room, board, housekeeping,. case managernedt, acttvities and supewision of five or more adults,
unrelated to the operator, who are unable or substantially unable to live independently.

, y | , , -.

t

[6.] Age out. The term “lAge] age out;’ means the discharge ofa [21-year-old person from

foster care other than to famrly reunlﬁcatlon adoptlon guardtansh1p, custody or permanent
' . i l
placement with a fit and Wlllmg relative]’ person aged 18 vears or older who has been dlscharged
1 I
' .

'frorn.care to $elf or adulthood attained. "~ - | C ;_ o

1
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[7.].: Another plamcd permanent living arrangement (APPLA). The term -“[Another

Planned Permanent Living ‘Argangem‘ent] another planned permanent living arrangement

APPLA)” means a permdnéncy planning ‘gdal to assist foster care youth in their transition to
, . . ' gaalt -y

' self—sﬁfﬁciency‘by connec:ti;ig the youth to an adult-permanency respurce, equipping the' youth

‘with life skills and, up'on' d{Scharge, c'o'nnect:in'g the youth with any needed.commﬁnity_ and/or

specialized services. -

LS
~

‘ l L : ,
[8.] Concurrent plan. The term concurrent plan “[Concurrent] concurrent plan” means a

- plan to help a child in’ foster care ﬁnd' a perrnanenf, stable home \.‘t:hat 1s being pursued as an

alternative to, and simultaneously with, his or her primary plan to .ﬁn_d a permanent, stable home.

N R . ; ) ' o i

[9.] Discharge checklist. The term “[fDischarge Checklist] diécharge checklist” is a form
completed by the ACS contracted foster care hgéﬁcy in consultation with a ydung person leaving
. foster care that is intended to guide discussions about the youth"s plé.ns after leaving care. The

document is intended to develop_énd doc't'mierit a discharge plan that is youth-driven, is as detailed

as the youth elects and enables the young |person to a‘ddrpss,‘any'outstandmg‘toplcs prior to

discharge. ' - o i
\_ kY

[10.] Education and_training voucher: The term “IEducation and’ Training Voucher |

i

[(ETV)] education and training. voucher” means a current or successor federal program that

provides resources speciﬁ(;!ally to meet the ne:eds of youth aging out of foster care, through which
I |

eligible youth may recgivfe ‘funds to attend ;a post-secondary education or vocational training
program.’
. o i 3 " oo . I; o N o
Exception to policy. The term “exception to policy” means an approval from ACS for a
- R ‘ T ' .

]
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foster care youth to remain living in their fostér care placement.
e : _ i :

[1 1.] Foster care youth. The term ‘f[i?oster Core Yo‘uth] foster eare 'vouth” means a [young]

person Who was placed in an out- of home p]acement with the [New York City Administration for

Chlldren s Services] ACS aﬂer the ﬁlmg of a pet1t1on in fam1ly court pursuant to [Artlcles] articles

' I
3,7,10, 10a, 10b or 10c-of the [Family Court Act] famﬂJ court act or [Socml Services Law] social,

services law [section]. sections 358a or 384b.

[12 ]'Houéing aSsistance ' The term‘ [Housmg] ousmg a351stance .means any form of help
e

de31gned to assist youth w1th ﬁndmg and mamltammg a place of residence including but not 11m1ted

J
to ACS {Housmg Sub81dy] housmg subsidy, rental asmstanee recelved from any other city agency,

o

supportive housing, or any other assistance sufficient to obtaln‘ adequate housing, including

exception to policy. y - , i

: . [13.] Independent firring stip’end.‘ The term “[Independent] independent living stipend”.
1 N l

. means the payment a youth receives. to attend mdependent 11v1ng skllls formalized mstructlon
: mcludmg but not hmlted to superv1sed performance in _]Ob search career counseling; finding an

apartment or other place ot? res'idence,_budgeting, shopping, cookin’g, and house cleaning skills.
- : | | | | 3 | , | . ,
[14.] Kinship ,czuard1ans assistance program ( KlnGAP) The term “[Kmshlp Guardlanshlp _

Assistance Program] kmshlp guardlanshm assnstance program- (KmGAP)” means the permanency

outcome for children in foster care who have been cared for by a relative for six consecutive
i - 3 . : i A " : “. t : .
months and for whom it has been ‘determined that returning home’ oradoption are not viable

" options. E C P

[15.] Permanent connection to a caring_adult. The term “[Permanent Connection to a

T
i

a-



Caring Adult] permanent connéctior_l toa carin';z adult” means finding an adult who is committed to
providing support, advice and guidance to the youth and to assist the youth as the youth makes the

transition from foster care ip responsible adult!hood. C o . !
U A : ) : . :

.{16.] Permanency planning goal. The term. “[Pennanént:y Planning Goal (Goal))

permanency' planning gba ” means the goal for child permanency asdesignated in the child’s
. family assessment and service plan and approved by the family court.

[17.] Special immigrant juvenile status (SUS). The term “[Special] special immigrant

juvenile status (SIJS)” means legal immigration status that can be_éwafded by [USCIS] United

' ‘ te ‘ .‘ - " - . . '
States citizenship and immigration_services '-to undocumented immigrant children, for whom
v R f ! N

\ T . : :

family reunification with élje or both parent:s is not'a viable option and who have been found

dependent upon the juvenile'com‘rt, and that allows a child to appiy for lawful permanent residency.

' '[18.] Supportivé hp_u_éing; The term “[.Siuppor'tive] sﬁpgortive _h_ousing” means housing that

is for people with Iﬁental'héalth needs or other special needs. '

. | ’ l L ' v
[19.] Test asse'ssingf secondaryl.compleftion (TASC). The term “[Test Assessing Secondary

; ‘ - ' ‘ \‘ . . i
Completion] test assessing secondary completion (TASC)” means the New York state high school

equivalenby test which__replacéd the [General ‘Education Development (GED)] genei'al ed}lcation

development examination as the primary pathway to.a New York state high school equivalency

t .
' 1
I

diploma.' _ e

-

[20.] Trial discharge.'iThe term “[Trial} trial discharge” nie_ané that a child in foster care is
. i : I : - - )

no -1onger in the physical ceire of the social serlvices district but remains in the legal custody of the

social services district.
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'[21.] Vocational training. The term “[\!focational] vocational training” means instructional
- ’ , . ' .. . =

prograrns, including but not limited to marketable skills or trade or formal on-the-job training.

*b. Annual'[Repor‘tSiRegerrding Youth e:md Foster Care] reports regarding youth and foster

care. Beginning no later than February 28,2015 for the. calendar year 2014 and every year

_thereafter, ACS shall {ﬁamieh to'the -spleaker 7(‘)f3 the council, the public advocate, and post on ACS'
'websire a report regarding yOuth-‘in fes'ter‘ care."Sucﬁ report shall inelude the following information
disagéreédted erere-aveilrlible and ilrdieat?d \;mth an explanatien wlrere not available by gender,
race and'erhnicity:_ I ' - _ " ' L S _1 ‘ | N

1. Diseharge_ [Outeomeé of Foster Care Youth] outcomes:of foster care youth: The

folloWing information regarding the discharge Quteomes of yout_h! in foster care shall be included

in the annual report: - _ i S |

i number and pereeﬁtage of youfh wh\r}) have been adopted, disaggregated by age from 0 to

'
o

21 and over21; " ;

ii. number and percentage of 3}0uth who'have been reunified w_irh family, disaggregated by

age from 0to 21 and ovér 21 : : ‘\'I

>

il number and percentage of youth who are placed w1th famlly through KinGAP,
' dlsaggregated by age from 0 to 21 and over 21|, '

umber and gercentage of youth who have aged out of care; d1saggregélted‘by age from

18to 21, and over 2-1; ' .

- e
i

V. number and percentage of youth whfo_ left foster care with anv other discharge outcome,

r

including discharges to psychiatric institutions, correctional facilities, or unspecified destinations,

disageregated by age from 0 to 21 and over 21; -

i



vi. number and percentage of youth wh:o did not consent to remain in foster care pastage 18
and for whom the court approved a dischmge,ﬁom foster care, diéaggr'egated by age from 18 to 20;

provided, however, that this information shall be included in such report only upon required New

YOrk state approval of the necessary changec to 'the [Diccharge Checklist] disc_hame checklist,
. beglnmng w1th the réport for the second calendar year followmg such approval

[v. number of youth who aged out at 2%1 R

[vi.] vii. number and percentage of youth for whom ari [ACS] [Exception-to Policy]

~

exception to policy to remain in foster care after age 21 was requested;_

[vii.] viii. number and'per‘centa}ze of chruth who'remained in foster care after age 21 under

1

an [ACS] lException to Policy] exception to i:!olicv:

[viii.] ix. number and percentage of youth. who requested to return to foster care after not

consenting to remain in care after age 18;

[ix.] x. number and percentage of youth who returned to foster care afier not consenting to

-~ remain in care afier age 18:

_ xi‘ the number and percentage of youth who. were absent without leave froin foster care at

-dlscharﬁe dlsa gegated by age from 0to 21, and over 21
L i

2. Youth [Currently in Foster Care] c'urrently in foster care. The followmg information

. l . .
regardin g youth currently -1n foster care shall be included in the annual report:

i. the total number of .youth ivn_care disaggregated by age from 0 to 21 and over 21 . and the

.numbev. and percentage of' youth who have' a' permanency planning goal of APPLA, including

those who have concurrent plans dlsaggregated by age as follows 14- 15 16-17; 18-19; 20-21;

-

over 21; : . R oy

i number and percentage of youth forfwhom ACS pard an mdependent living st1pend
: : ‘ -

¢
l
o

c
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-y i ' ' .
i1t number and nercentage of youth who receive Vocatlonal trammg, d1saggregated by age

1
- as follows [17-19; 20-21; over21] 14 15 16 17 18- 19 20 21 over21

~ iv. number and percentage of youth who may be e11g1b1e to petltlon for SHS or other

' immigratlon rehef, dlsaggegated by age as follows [14 18 19- 21] 14-15; 16-17; 18-19; 20-21;
- v. number and percentage of youth 'who have SIJS’ apphcat1ons or other immigration
-l 'appllcatlons pendmg, dlsaggregated by age asi follows: 0 3 4-6; 7-9;'10-12; 13- 15 16 18; 19- 21

- VI number and percentage of youth who have a permanent connection to a canng adult;

~ vi1, number and Dercentage ‘of .youth who apphed for hOusmg ass1stance, disaggregated by

“the type of assistance as follows: 7 N
' (aj NYCHA i)ublie ho-u_si.ng;" " | | ‘
(h) sec"tion 8 .vouch:ell'; B )
.\(e) supportive housing;
(d) adult 'residen.tiajl care; ;
‘(e') ACS housing subsi.dy; s ! | ' ‘
() [to the extent 1t is available,] an},}I other type of housing as31stance .whether pnvete
~ federal, state or cityfsuh;sid:ized or Operat(;e'd, including information specifying ‘the specific

subsidies or resources utilized; - - i
] !

- viii. number and'pereentageof youth %avho:have been found eligible for housing assistance,
disaggregated by the type of assistance as follows:

(a) NYCHA public housing;

(b) section 8 voucher; L i _ | o

| oL | y -

(c) supportive housing; ~ ° : | '
: - . |

. . . . -



J |
(d) adult residential care;, I
() ACS housing subsidy; |

(f) [to the extent it is available,]) any other type of housing assistance, whether private,

federal, state or eity-subsidized or operate;d,‘ inclndin_g information “specifying the specific

b
4

. o - o -
subsidies or resources utilized;

1X. number and percentage of youth who have been found ineli'gible for housing assistance, -

. disaggreéated by_uthe type of:asslstanees as l'ol;lows':
(a). NYCHA public honsing; |
(b) section 8 voucher;. o . l '
(e) suppOrtive housing; ‘:

" (d) adult residential' care;

(¢) ACS Housing subsidy; |

(f) [to the extent 1t 1s available,] any other ty_pe of housing alssri-stanoe, whether _private,
federel, state or city-eubs;;idized' or ll operatdd, ineluding 'infor,,matiion .s_pecifying the specific
subsidies or resources rutili;zed; |

X. numlder-- and percentage of youith !who are 'cur-rently“'. enrolled in l)igh school

{ .

disaggregated by socral educanon status and by age as follows [under 16 16-18; over 18] 14-15;

16- 17 18- 19; 20-21; over21

.

1. number and percentage of youth who are currently enrolled in a New York city

department of education approved [H1 gh School Eqmvalency] hi gh school equlvalencv program,

dlsaggregated by age as follows [16 18; over.18] 14 15;16- 17 18- 19 20-21; over 21;

xii. number and percentage of youth who are currently enrolled in colleges, dlsaggregated

by age as follows: [18 and younger 19- 20 21 and over] under 18; 18 19; 20- 21 over 21;

| 9
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xiil. number and percentage of youth who are not enrolled in high school, a New York city

Eal o |

department of education approved high school equivalency program.. college or a vocational
- training program, disaggrégated’by age as follows: 14-15; 16-17; 18-19; 20-21; over 21;
o . P L C

xiv. number and niercentaae of youtﬁ who were absent without leave from foster care,

dlsaggregated by age from 0 to 21, and over 21.
B

3 Youth [Who Left Foster Care Who Were Dlscharged] who left foster care who were

discharged to APPLA. The followmg mformatlon regardmg youth who aged out of foster care,

shall be included in the annual report

i. number and -percentage of _youth who were on trial discharge status;

ii. number and percenta,ée of youth '_w}:]o received housing assistance, broken down by the
type of assistance as follo\afs: 5
- (a) NYCHA publiclh'ousing;

(b) sectton 8 voucher'- ,
o
" (c) [supported or] supportlve housmg,l

‘ !
(d) ad_ult residential care;

(e) ACS housing subsidy;
() [to the extent 1t is available, ] "any other type of housing'-" assistance, Whe_ther.private,
I " ' . '
- federal, sta’te_ or city-Sub‘si,dizedVor operated,-l_-including info‘rmation specifying the specific

subsidies or resources u’t1hzed prov1ded however that the 1nformat10n required by this

subparagraph shall be mcluded in such report only upon requrred New York state approval of the

necessary changes to the [Dlscharge Checkhst] dlscharge checkhst begmmng with the report for

the second calendar year followmg such appr'oval '

. [ .

10



1i1. number and percentage of youngipeople who left foster care to alternative safe and
R . [ v [ s B . L

stable housing, including but not limited to an apartrnent or other place of residence shared with

friends or family members or remained in thie home of their foster familieS‘ provided, however,

 that this mformatlon shall be 1ncluded in such report only upon requrred New York state approval -
t “

of the necessary changes to the [Dlscharge‘Checkhst] discharge checklist, beginning with the

report for the second calendar year followmg such approval

N

v, -number_and per_centage of youth wiho completed high school, disaggregated by the type
E ) - : ‘ : B o . . . -
~ of diploma or credential certification received,
: : !

v. number and percentage of youth who passed the TASC 'hig'h school equivalency test;

vi. number and percentage of youth who obtained ‘an [ETV] education and. training

1
|

voucher; . : o - -
: ' |

. . : . ‘ , - . . : .' ) R .
- vil. number and. percentage of youth who are enrolled in college;

. viii. number and percéntage of youth who were enrolled in a vocational/trade program at

the time of discharge;

ix. number and nefrcentafae of youth vlrho obtained a oollege diploma disaggregated by the

type of dlploma recelved I prov1ded however that thiis information shall be 1ncluded in such report

only up0n requ1red New York state approva]jof the necessary changes to the [Discharge Checkhst]

discharge checklist, beglnmng with the report for the second c_alendar year followmg such
approval‘ - :

A ‘ . . o
x. number and oercentage of youtlr vivho have a verlfiablc source of income;
xr number and percentage of youth ‘I}who obtained SIJ S |

P

xii. number and percentage of youthl_who obtamed law-ful permanent resident status;

f

‘.? \'-
?

11



Xiii. number and percentage of you{ng people who were parents at the tlme of their

discharge from foster careI : o

xiv. number and percentage of youth who had a permanent connection to a caring adult at-
P '

L

the time of their discharge from foster care;

xv. number. and percentage of youthi who were discharged as ([AWOL] absent without

leave at the time of their dls'charge from fostér care.

§ 2 Subdrvrsron C of section 21- 902 1.of the admrmstratlve code of the city of New York is

amended to read as follows

' ¢. No informatiorfr that is otherwise required to be reported pursuant to this section shall
be reported in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state or local law
relating to the privacy of information respectlng youth 1n fostér care or that would interfere with °

law enforcernent investigations or otherwise conflict with the interests of law enforcement. If any
. i b

;category requested contams between [0 and 9] 1 and 5 youth in foster care, or allows another

' category to be narrowed to between [0 and 9] l land 5 5 youth in foster care, the number shall be.

replaced with a symbol The reports regurred pursuant to- this section shall remain perrnanently'

accessrble on ACS’ website. : { .

|
d The commrsswner in consultatlon w1th the commissioner of social services and the

commissioner of homeless services, shall eStablish a_pr‘oCedure to determine how many youth who -

-

‘were discharged from foster care entered a shelter operated by or_under contract or similar

agreement with the depaﬁinent of homeless services or the department of social services. The
" following information reg‘ arding vouth who were diSChéirged from foster care during the calendar
: 7 : T ‘

year prior to the vear covered'by the reoort required Dursuant to this section who entered such

shelters shall be mcluded such report, dlsagg;egated as follows number and percentage who

;




i
B

entered within 30 days of their discharge'frc;m foster care; number and percentage who entered

: v i

within 90 days of their discharge from foster care; number and b.ereerltage who entered within 180

days of their discharge from foster ea_re:' nﬁmb’er and percentage who entered within 1 year of their

]

dischérge frem foster care, Such data shall be diséém‘egated by voi.lth who entered ehelters for

single adults and shelters for families with children. For the purposes of this subdivision, “entering

the homeless shelter svsterﬁ” shall irlclﬁde éeeking and beihg‘foulrd eligible for shelter at any

intake facility operélted byior under contract or similar agreement with the department of homeless
e B L

services or the department of social services.|
. . - : .

e. The commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of social services, shall

. establish a procedure 10 ?determjhe How many vouth who were discharced from foster care

received cash assistance, supplemental nutrition assistance benefits, and/or medicaid. The
. ‘ T [ . .

following mnformation reg‘éirding youth who were discharged from foster care during the calendar

year prior to the yvear covered bv the report required pursuant to this section who received such
: i

beneﬁts shall be mcluded in such reporc, dlsaggg gated as follows number and percentage who

E ]
received cash assistance w1th1n 30 days of therr drscharge ﬁ'om foster care - number and percentage

!

1

who received supplemental nutrition 'assistance beneﬁts within 30 days of their discharge from

o iR R

foster care; number and percentage who received cash assistance within 60 days of their discharge

H i
from foster care; number and percentage who received supplemental nutrition assistance benefits

within 60 davys of their 'd:ischarge ﬁorn fosfer carei number - and percentage who received cash
' ] . P - ) . . v ) : ) ! -
assistance within 180 days of their discharge from foster care: number and percentase who

-

received supplemental nutrition assistance benefits within 180 days of their discharge from foster

care; and the number and percentage of youth who were discharged from ‘foster care with a goal of
. [ - ' ' .
APPLA were succe'ssfullv transitioned to medicaid without any gap in coverage.

|13




§3. This local law‘i‘takes_‘éff-cc‘t immédiiately,-
v

+

THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK, $.8.0:
I hereby certify that t:he foregoing is a true, cobg; bf alocal law of The City of New York, passed by the

Cauncil on October 27, 2016 and approved by the I%Iayor on November 16, 2016.
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