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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing ofthis local law and 
strike oiit that which is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20l^ of 
the }(ydm<^f^C^(JosNn)()$m^ of MEREDITH ^as duly passed by the 
MEREDITH TOWN BOARD on OCTOBER 18 20 l^ in accordance with the applicable 
(Name of Legislative Body) • 
provisions of law. 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective 
Chief Executive Officer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as locai law No. of 20 of 
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the 

on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) 
(repassed after disapproval) by the _ ^ L_ and was deemed duly adopted 

(Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) 

on 20| I I, In accordance w Ith the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of : . was duly passed by the 

on 20 . and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name ofLegislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the on 20 _ . 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative 
vote ofa majority ofthe qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on 

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.) 

I hereby certify thatthe local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(f own)(Village) of , was duly passed by the 

on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) 
(repassed after disapproval) by the . on 20 . Such local 

(Elective Chief Executive Officer') 

law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of — 

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there 
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is 
vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 

DOS-0239-f-l (Rev. 04/14) Page 3 of 4 



5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No of 20 of 
the City of , having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of 
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting 
thereon at the (special)(general) election held on 20 , became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No of 20 of 
the County of estate of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the Generai Election of 
November 20 _, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having 
received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the 
qualified electors ofthe towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 
I further certify that I have compared the preceding iocal law with the original on file in this office and that the same is a 
correct transcript therefrom and ofthe whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in 
paragraph J above. /O '-rr^ 

ClefK ofthe county legislative body. City, Town or Village Clerk or 
officer designated by local legislative body 

(Seal) Date: 
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At a regular meeting of the Town Board of Meredith held on 
September 13, 2016 at 7:00 pm at the Meredith Town Hall. 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD FOR THE TOWN OF MEREDITH 
In the matter of the adoption ofLocal Law No 2 of 2016 entitled " The Town of Meredith Safe 
and Attractive Environment Law"; A Local Law regulating the placement and storage of junk 
and rubbish in the Town of Meredith. 

WHEREAS, the proposed Local Law replaces and supersedes Local Law #1-1995, "Regulation 
of Placement & Storage of Junk"; 

WHEREAS, the proposed Law was presented to the Town Board at least eleven (11) days prior 
to the Town Board Meeting on September 13, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board adopted a Resolution on September 13, 2016 scheduling a public 
hearing on the proposed Law for October 18, 2016, and 

WHEREAS, a public notice appeared in the Walton Reporter on October 5, 2016 and October 
12, 2016 to give notice of such public hearing; and 

WHEREAS, the public hearing on the proposed Local Law was held on October 18, 2016 at 
6:30 p.m.; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board reviewed and considered all public comments received on the 
proposed Law; and 

WHEREAS, the propbsed Law was on file for inspection at the Clerk's office prior to the 
hearing and during the public review process; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS BY THE TOWN BOARD OF 
MEREDITH, DELAWARE COUNTY, NEW YORK: 

The Town of Meredith Safe and Attractive Environment Law, being Local Law No. 2 of 2016, is 
hereby adopted and the Town Glerk is hereby directed to file said Local Law with the Office of 
the Secretary of State in accordance with State Law. 

WHEREUPON, the/Resolution was put to a vote and recorded as follows: 
AYE NOE 

Supervisor James EHis X 
Board Member John Janiszewski X 
Bpard Member Rachel Polens X 
Board Member Will Outsen _ X _ 
Board Member Wayne Oliver X ^ 

Signed this /.?^day of & C h l c U X ^ 2016 

Jackie Galietta, Town Clerk 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Section 1. Authoritv 

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Meredith as follows: this Local Law is adopted 
pursuant to the authority granted the Town in Section 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law and 
in Section 130(15) of the Town Law. 

Section 2. Title 

This Local Law shall be known as the "Town of Meredith Safe and Attractive Environment 
Law". 

Section 3. Legislative intent 

By adoption of this Local Law, the Town of Meredith declares its intent to regulate and control 
the placement, storage and presence of junk and junkyards in the Town of Meredith, whether 
operated for commercial profit or otherwise. The purpose of this Local Law is, through the 
regulation of junkyards, to prevent fire hazards due to flammable materials, prevent exposure 
to dangerous materials and prevent dangerous attractions to children or animals, to protect the 
water resources; foster a clean and attractive environment; preserve the aesthetic qualities of 
the Town; prevent depreciation of the value of surrounding properties and the community; and 
to further the goals of the Tovyn's Comprehensive Plan and Farmland Protection Plan. 

Section 4. Prior Existing Junk Regulating Laws 

This Local Law repeals and supersedes Local Law No. 1 of the Year 1995, known as the 
"Town of Meredith Junk Storage Law" and any other previous ordinance or local law of the 
Town of Meredith regulating storage or placement of junk, auto wrecking or junkyards. 

Section 5. Definitions 

Nothing contained in this Local Law shall be deemed tp prevent agri-businesses, farmers, 
loggers, or contractors from storing and/or maintaining on their own premises, motor vehicles, 
machinery and equipment currently used by them in their business. 
Also nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prevent the conduct of a New York State 
licensed new and/or used car business or a bona fide garage and the parking of not to exceed 
fifteen (IS) vehicles on their own premises. 
For the purpose of this law, the following words, terms or phrases shall have the meaning 
ascribed to them in this section. 

Agri-business or Farm Operation: A property that meets the criteria defined in Article 2SAA of 
the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets Law. 

Antique motor vehicle: A motor vehicle, but not a reproduction thereof, manufactured more 
than twenty-five years prior to the current year, which has been maintained in or restored to a 
condition which is substantially in conformance with the manufacturer's specifications, or which 
will be maintained in or restored to said condition. 
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Enclosed structure7 Enclosed storage: A structure built in accordance with the New York State 
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, that conceals the contents from public view and 
prevents unauthorized access by the public. 

Enforcement Officer: Any person appointed by the Town Board to enforce the provisions of 
this law, hereinafter referred to as EO or Enforcement Officer. 

Governing Board. Reviewing Board: The Town Board of the Town of Meredith, or any other 
committee or board authorized by the Town Board to review a junkyard application or to 
implement the proyisions ofthis Local Law. 

Junk: The outdoor storage or deposit of any of the following, its purpose may or may not be 
for resale, reclaiming use, or salvage / disposal, whether viewed or not from a public street or 
other location or in connection with another business or not, shall constitute junk: 

(1) Two (2) or more junk or unregistered vehicles. 
(2) One (1) or more junk mobile or manufactured homes. 
(3) Two (2) or more junk appliances. 
(4) Two (2) or more junk equipment. 
(5) One (1) or more pieces of junk furniture 
(6) Collection and storage of rubbish. 

Owners of private property in the Town of Meredith, may store or maintain no more than one 
junk vehicle, or no more than one junk appliance or junk equipment only if kept in such a 
condition so as to prevent the leakage, spilling, or other discharge from such item of any anti
freeze, coolants, oil or other petroleum based products, or any other substance, whether in 
solid, liquid, or gaseous form. 

Junk appliances: Any household appliance including but not limited to any stove, washing 
machine, dryer, dishwasher, refrigerator, freezer, television, computer equipment, water heater, 
air conditioner, water purification unit or other household device or equipment, abandoned, 
discarded, or wholly or partially dismantled, or otherwise stored outside of any enclosed 
structure and exposed to the elements. Such appliance, regardless of its quantity, if not in 
compliance with the Consumer Product Safety Act of 1972, shall have its door(s) removed. 

Junk storage area: The area of any parcel of land intended to be used or used for the 
placement or storage of junk items. 

Junk eguipment: Any piece of equipment or machinery which is abandoned, discarded, or 
wholly or partially dismantled, and stored outside of any enclosed structure and exposed to the 
elements, including but not limited to lawn or garden equipment, recreational equipment, 
kitchen or bathroom fixtures such as sinks, toilets, tubs, showers, and faucets. 

Junk furniture: Any outdoor stored abandoned or irreparably damaged piece of indoor or 
outdoor furniture: including but not limited to sofas, chairs, mattresses, bed frames, desks, 
tables, chest of drawers, and cabinets. 

Junk mobile homes and junk manufactured homes: A structure or enclosed dwelling, 
transportable in one or more sections, designed to be used for either permanent or temporary 
occupancy, which meets three (3) out of five of the following conditions for six (6) months or 
more: 
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(1) The electrical service is disconnected or terminated. 
(2) It is either stored, abandoned, wrecked, discarded, dismantled, or partly dismantled. 
(3) It is unoccupied and in its present condition does not meet the requirements of the 
federal HUD standards for residential occupancy and/or it is no longer habitable under 
the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. 
(4) It is no Ipnger habitable for residential occupancy. 
(5) It is abandoned as a dwelling unit. 

This description does not apply to any mobile homes stored in an enclosed structure such as a 
barn or garage, which conceals the mobile home from public view and prevents unauthorized 
access by the public. 

Junk vehicles: Any unregistered vehicle, no longer intended, or in condition, for legal use on 
the public highways; any accumulated used or dismantled parts or materials from vehicles, 
parked, stored, or'abandoned by anyone, owner or othenwise, on lands, public or private, in the 
Town of Meredith. 
With respect to any vehicle not required to be licensed or not usually used on public highways, 
the condition of the vehicle and circumstances surrounding its storage or abandonment or the 
fact that such vehicle is not in condition to be moved under its own power, shall be presumptive 
evidence that such vehicle is a junk vehicle. 

Junkvard: Any place or area where a person or commercial enterprise temporarily or 
permanently stores or deposits junk, including non-putrescible rubbish, refuse, scrap or 
discards, both man-made and natural, for the purpose of resale, reclaiming, bailing, collection, 
sorting, recovery, recycling, exchange, storage, reduction, transfer, incineration or disposal, 
including auto wreckage yards, house-wrecking yards and scrap processing yards. Any 
junkyard will require a junkyard permit from the Town of Meredith. The junkyard must 
demonstrate the possession of all valid applicable town, county, state and federal permits for 
this type of operation. 

Junkvard operator or operator: Any person who operates a junkyard. 

Nuisance: Any public or private condition that would constitute a nuisance according to the 
statutes, laws and regulations of the State of New York or its governmental agencies or the 
ordinances or Local Laws of the Town of Meredith. 
Any condition existing in or on the exterior of any premises which is potentially dangerous, 
detrimental or hazardous to the life, health or safety of persons or animals, on, near or passing 
within the proximity of the premises where such condition exists. 

Outdoor storage: Storage other than in a completely enclosed structure as further described 
herein. 

Owner of a Vehicle: A person having possession of, or title to, a vehicle. The term includes a 
person entitled to the use ahd possession of a vehicle subject to a security interest in another 
person and also includes any lessee or bailee of a vehicle having the exclusive use thereof, 
under a lease or otherwise, for a period of greater than thirty (30) days. 

Person: Any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, enterprise, company or 
organization of any kind. 
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Rubbish: All discarded, useless, unusable, unused or worthless solid waste matter or 
materials, including but not limited to garbage and trash, scrap metals, wastepaper, rugs, 
packaging materials and boxes, cans, bottles, junk, glass, used or salvaged building materials, 
plastic and rubber,' bedding, tires, solid waste matter or materials or other discarded materials. 

Salvage yard: See definition above for junkvard. 

Vehicle: Any wheeled or tracked device by which a person or property may be transported, 
propelled by power other than muscular power. Including, but not limited to, boats and 
watercraft, automobiles, mobile homes and recreation vehicles, bus, trailers, trucks, motor 
homes, motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles or snowmobiles. 

II. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

(a) Any person storing, collecting, or depositing junk as defined herein, in the Town of 
Meredith, unless a permit has first been issued by the Town Board allowing for a 
junkyard on the proposed property; or 

(b) Any persotji burning junk without a burning permit issued by the NYS DEC or any other 
governmental entity with jurisdiction; or 

(c) Any person burying junk, unless in compliance with the New York State Solid Waste 
Disposal Law (see 6 NYCRR Part 360) and the NYS Uniform Code; 

is subject to penalties, prosecution and/or other actions, pursuant to this Local Law and the 
laws of New York State . 

To protect the clean, safe and attractive environment of the community, the Town Board shall 
take the following factors into consideration in granting or denying a junkyard permit: 

(1) the type of road servicing the junkyard or from which the junkyard can be seen; 
(2) natural or artificial barriers protecting the junkyard from view; 
(3) proximity of the site to established residential or recreational areas or main access 

routes thereto; 
(4) the nature and development of surrounding property; 
(5) whether or not the proposed location will affect the public health and safety by reason 

of offensive or unhealthy noise, odors, or smoke, or of other causes; 
(6) the proximity of flood plains, wetlands, streams, groundwater supplies, and public 

water supplies; 
(7) local drainage patterns; 
(8) the availability of municipal fire protection and the adequacy of the water supply for fire 

protection purposes; 
(9) the Town of Meredith Comprehensive Plan; 

(10) the Town of Meredith Farmland Protection Plan; 
(11) the type of junk to be stored or deposited in the junkyard, and; 
(12) the suitability of the applicant with reference to his/her ability to comply with all 

provisiohs of this law, and any record the applicant has of violations of the 
Environmental Conservation Law, convictions for larceny or receiving stolen property, 
and whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor. 

(13) availability of other suitable sites for the junkyard. 
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III. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 

Section 1. Location 

(1) No junk, as defined herein, shall be located so as to be visible from public roads or from 
neighboring properties. 

(2) Any and all junk, or junk appliances, regardless ofthe quantity, shall comply with any 
applicable NYS regulations (such as, but not limited to, removal of doors and removal of 
liquids, from any appliance). 

(3) A junkyard, as defined in this Local Law, may only be located on parcels of land of five 
(S) acres or more. No person shall operate, establish, or maintain a junkyard unless a 
license has been obtained pursuant to the provisions of this Local Law. 

(4) No junkyard storage shall be located within: 

a) Two huridred (200) feet of any adjoining property line; 
b) Two hundred (200) feet of any public park or public recreation area, 

church, educational facility, nursing home, public building or other place of public 
assembly; 

c) Two hundred (200) feet of any stream, lake, pond, wetland, groundwater of public 
water supplies, or other body of water. Any junkyard in the proximity of a NYSDEC 
(New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) wetland, also requires 
NYS DEC inspection and approval. 

d) Two hundred (200) feet from the right-of-way of any public road. 

Section 2. Pre-Existing Junkyards 

A junkyard shall be considered a pre-existing junkyard if the junkyard operator has a current 
and valid junkyard permit issued by the Town Board of the Town of Meredith. A copy of this 
Local Law shall be provided to any junkyard operator with pre-existing status within three (3) 
months of the effective date of this law by the Enforcement Officer or by another Town 
employee. 

The existing junkyard permit will remain valid until its current expiration date. Not less than 
forty five (4S) days prior to the expiration of the permit, each licensed operator shall contact the 
Town Clerk to obtain an application for renewal of the junkyard permit which will have to be 
submitted pursuant to the provisions of this Local Law. 

Within two (2) years after a copy of this law is provided to the owner of the pre-existing 
junkyard, such pre-existing junkyard shall be fully in compliance with every provision of this 
Local Law. If, at the end of the designated period, the junkyard has not been arranged to 
comply with the stated requirements, or if the operator proposes to discontinue such operation 
rather than renew its license, the operator shall cease and desist from maintaining a junkyard, 
and he shall remove from the premises, within ninety (90) days from notification by the EO of 
the Town of Meredith, all vehicles, material, equipment or other junk, to a licensed scrap yard 
or landfill at their expense and to the satisfaction of the EO. If after this period the junk is not 
removed, such person is subject to penalties pursuant to this Local Law and the Town reserves 
the right to have the junk removed and disposed of and all costs of such removal and disposal, 
or any other expenses incurred by the Town, shall be borne by the landowner(s) and/or 
operator(s) who, if not the same person, are jointly liable. 
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Section 3. Fencing and Screening 

(1) Before operation of the junkyard, the operator shall erect and maintain a fence that is 
no less than eight (8) feet in height, enclosing the entire junkyard area, constructed 
from wood or other materials as approved by the Town Board, and painted in a color 
that it will blend in with the surroundings. The fencing shall contain and be the 
boundary for the materials dealt with by the operator. 

(2) The fencing must be maintained in good repair at all times, and must be located 
pursuant to Article III, Section 1, of this Local Law. 

(3) Where a junkyard is or would be visible from a public road or from neighboring 
properties, the fence shall have its most pleasant or decorative side facing those 
roads or neighboring properties with'screening providing a neat appearance at all 
times, and at no time be unsightly or a nuisance. The fence shall not have 
advertising matter of any kind attached to it or painted on it. 

(4) The screening may be supplemented by adequate planting of evergreen trees or 
appropriate shrubbery as deemed compliant with the intent ofthis law. 

(5) There must be a suitable locking gate installed that is adequate to prohibit the 
entrance of children, animals, and the public into the areas of the activity of business. 
This gate shall be closed and locked except during working hours. 

(6) The fence posts and other supporting structures of the fence shall face the interior of 
the fenced area. 

(7) All junkyard materials and activities shall be kept and take place within the junkyard 
fence, except as is necessary for the transportation of the same in the reasonable 
course ofthe business, and shall not be piled or stacked to a height above the fence 
or screening device. 

Section 4. Fire Safetv 

Inside, adjacent to, and continuous with the fence or enclosure, there must be maintained a 
strip of land of at least ten (10) feet in width which shall be kept free of all dry grass, junk, plant 
growth, or other combustible material and within which no structures are permitted and no 
material may be stored, so as to provide a fire lane around the entire area where the business 
activity is conducted. 
In addition, fire hazards shall be prevented by organization and segregation of stored materials, 
with particular attention to the separation of combustibles. 
An adequate number of fire extinguishers of approved design and capacity shall be maintained 
on the premises.: Each such fire extinguisher shall be hung or mounted in a conspicuous place, 
clearly marked ahd available. 

Section 5. Approved Junkvard Items 

No junkyard items shall be stored on the premises of a junkyard operation area other than 
those items specified on the junkyard permit approved and issued by the Town Board, pursuant 
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to this Local Law. The area of the licensee's activity or business shall not be used as a dump 
area nor as a place for the burning and disposal of junk or trash. 

Section 6. Burning 

No materials shall be burned in a junkyard except in compliance with the New York State Solid 
Waste Disposal Law or Outdoor Burning Law (see 6 NYCRR Part 215) and the New York State 
Uniform Building and Fire Prevention Code (hereafter referred to as the NYS Uniform Code), 
unless a permit for such burning has been issued by the NYS DEC and any other 
governmental entity with jurisdiction. 

Section 7. Burving 

No junk or junkyal-d itenis defined as junk in Atticte I - Introduction - Section 5 Definitions shall 
be buried except in compliance with the New York State Solid Waste Disposal Law (see 6 
NYCRR Part 360) and the NYS Uniform Code. 

Section 8. Additional reguirements for operating a junkvard 

(1) No operation involving the emission of noise shall be conducted in any junkyard before 
8:00 o'clock AM or after 9:00 o'clock PM. 

(2) Spray painting is prohibited unless conducted inside an approved spray booth that 
meets the requirements outlined in Section 302.8 ofthe NYS Uniform Code. 

(3) A junkyard operator must comply with any other New York State Vehicle and Traffic 
Laws, any New York State fire prevention and building code sections, and any other 
laws that apply. 

(4) An operator must handle all fluids in a manner that fully complies with all 
New York State Laws or other applicable laws. 

(5) The operator must be over twenty-one (21) years of age. 
(6) The operator must be a citizen of the United States of America. 
(7) The operator must be a Licensed Dismantler. 
(8) The operator must possess a valid Junkyard Permit issued by the Town of Meredith, 

which shall at all times be displayed conspicuously at the place of activity or business 
for which it is issued. 

(9) The permittee must personally own the land or be responsible for the management of 
the activity or business for which the permit is granted. Proof of ownership or an 
affidavit from the owner is required. 

(10) The permittee rriust assure the proper and safe conduct of such activity or business, to 
minimize the fire hazard therefrom and to prevent trespass thereon. 

(11) No materials shall be placed in any junkyard in such a manner would allow the 
materials to be transferred out of the junkyard site by wind, water, or other natural 
causes. The loose storage of paper and the spilling of flammable or other liquids into 
streams, sewers, septic systems, or water supplies is prohibited. 

(12) All materials shall be stored in such a manner as to prevent the breeding or harboring of 
rats, insects or other vermin. Where necessary, this shall be accomplished by 
enclosure in containers, raising of materials above the ground, separation of types of 
materials, preventing the collection of stagnant water, extermination procedures or other 
means. 
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IV. EXEMPTIONS 

(1) Agri-businesses, farmers, loggers, or contractors are allowed to store or maintain on 
their own property, motor vehicles, machinery, and equipment actively used by them in 
their business. Machinery or equipment kept for parts shall be stored in a location not 
visible from any public road. 

(2) New York State licensed car businesses or bona fide garages are allowed to park a 
maximum of fifteen (15) vehicles on their own premises. This allowed maximum 
includes vehicles with the purpose of sale or resale, vehicles owned by the car business 
or garage, or vehicles in the process of or awaiting repairs. 

(3) Rescue and emergency services are allowed to store unregistered vehicles used for the 
purpose of safety and rescue training. 

(4) Unlicensed vehicles in operating condition stored by or for the owner while the owner is 

(a) a full time student of the immediate family attending a school, college or university 
with proper documentation; 
(b) a member of the Unites States Armed Forces with proper documentation. 

(5) An antique motor vehicle, as defined in this law, which is being restored. 

(6) Where the junkyard is not visible from a public highway or from neighboring properties, 
and where the topography, natural growth of timber or other considerations accomplish 
the purpose of this law, in whole or in part, the fencing requirements hereunder may be 
reduced by the Town Board, provided however, that such natural barrier accomplishes 
and is consistent with the purposes and objectives of this Local Law. 

V. JUNKYARD PERMIT 

Section 1. Permit Reguired 

(1) No person shall establish, maintain or continue to have a junkyard, within the Town of 
Meredith, unless a junkyard permit has first been issued and is current for a junkyard on 
the proposed property pursuant to this law.. 

(2) No person owning, having any right to or any interest in, any real property within the 
Town of Meredith, shall permit the storage of junk thereon; nor shall he/she license, 
lease, rent or otherwise allow the use of such real property, or any part thereof, for a 
junkyard, unless the Town of Meredith has issued a permit for such junkyard pursuant 
to this Local Law. 

(3) The Town Board of the Town of Meredith is authorized to review and approve, approve 
with modifications, conditionally approve, or deny junkyard permits. 

(4) Each approved new permit shall be issued with an expiration date on March 31 
following the permit issuance date, after which time renewal shall be required, at the fee 
set forth in the Town of Meredith Fee Schedule in effect at the time of issuance. A pro-
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rata fee will be charged for approved new permits with less than 9 months remaining 
until the annual expiration date on March 31: 

• 25% ofthe fee if less than 3 months remain until the following March 31. 
• 50% of the fee if less than 6 months remain until the following March 31. 
• 75% of the fee if less than 9 months remain until the following March 31. 

(5) Each approved permit renewal shall be issued for the period of one (1) year, with an 
annual effective date of April 1 and expiring on March 31, at the fee set forth in the 
Town of Meredith Fee Schedule, in effect at the time of issuance, after which time 
renewal Shall be required. The renewal permit shall be issued after the payment of 
the renewal fee, and completion ofthe annual inspection required by the NYS Uniform 
Code. 

(6) No renewal permit shall be issued to any junkyard while any violation(s) of the Town of 
Meredith Laws or the NYS Uniform Code exist, and until non-compliant issues are 
corrected to the satisfaction of the Enforcement Officer and the Town Board. 

VI. APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

Section 1. Application Form 

It is the applicant's responsibility to obtain an application form for a junkyard permit or permit 
renewal from the Town Clerk's office. The completed forms, along with all required supporting 
forms and documentation, and the appropriate fees, shall be returned to the Town Clerk. 
Applications for renewal should be submitted not less than forty five (45) days prior to the 
expiration of the permit. 

The application shall be signed by the applicant(s) and the property owner(s), if they are 
different persons. All signatures must be notarized. 
If the applicant(s) and property owner(s) are not the same person, then, in addition, the 
applicant must provide the Town Clerk with a notarized affidavit, signed by all the property 
owners, in which the property owner(s) affirm that said applicant has the right to occupancy of 
the use of the premises as a junkyard, and the applicant must provide the property owner(s) 
with a copy of the Town of Meredith Junk Storage Law. 
The Town Clerk shall submit the application materials to the Enforcement Officer with copy to 
the Town Board. 

No application shall be deemed complete without full payment of the applicable fee and 
submission of an Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) and a Site Plan as further defined in 
this Local Law. 
The EAF and Site Plan will be waived for permit renewals, unless the renewal increases the 
size, changes the allowed junkyard items approved and listed in a previous permit, or changes 
the character of the junkyard. 
An incomplete application may be ground for denial of a junkyard permit. 
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Section 2. Environmental Assessment 

A full Environmental'Assessment Form (EAF) must be completed and submitted with all 
applications pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 
(see 6 NYCRR 617). The Town Clerk shall have the form available. 
If the EAF indicates that the proposed activity may have significant environmental impacts, 
submission of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) may be required to further 
analyze environmental impacts and consider alternatives. The full text of the SEQR process, 
associated forms and a question and answer pageTor the DEIS is available at the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) website: http://www.dec.nv.gov. The 
DEIS process involves filing with the DEC and reaching agreement between all parties, 
including the general public, on the total scope of all environmental impacts of the proposed 
project. 
Pursuant to SEQRA, the application for a junkyard permit shall not be deemed complete until 
the SEQRA review process has been completed. 
All junkyard applications shall be considered Type 1 Actions under SEQRA. 

Np EAF will be required for permit renewal unless the renewal increases the size, changes the 
allowed junkyard items approved in a previous permit, or changes the character of the 
junkyard. 

Section 3. Site Plan and Site Plan Contents 

A site plan review must be submitted with the application for review and approval by the Town 
Board. The review will evaluate the proposed location to confirm proof of ownership, examine 
the survey, and may take into consideration the nature and development of surrounding 
property such as the proximity of churches, residences, public buildings and places of public 
gatherings, as well as determine if the proposed location will have an unfavorable effect on the 
clean, wholesome, and attractive environment of the Town. In addition, the Town Board may 
consider the type of road servicing the junkyard or from which the junkyard may be seen, the 
natural or artificial barriers protecting the junkyard from view, the residential and recreational 
areas or main access routes proposed, and also the reasonable availability of other suitable 
sites for the junkyard. 
If the project has the potential to create inter-community or county-wide impacts, as required by 
New York State General Municipal Law, it must be reviewed at the county level. 

No site plan or site plan review will be required for permit renewal unless the renewal increases 
the size, changes the allowed junkyard items approved in a previous permit, or changes the 
character of the junkyard. 

The site plan is a map that shall be drawn to scale, indicate all dimensions, and contain the 
following information: 

(1) The name and address of the owner or owners of the land. 
(2) The nature of the right of occupancy of the applicant to the use of such land. 
(3) The location and names of any roads, right of ways or easements on, abutting or 

passing through such land or within two hundred (200) feet of the boundary of the 
property. 

(4) The name, residence, address and telephone number of each individual owner, partner, 
or if a corporation or other organization, each officer and director. 

(5) The trade name, address and telephone number of the business. 
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(6) Real property tax number of the site on which the proposed junkyard will be located. 
(7) Property lines including the names of owners of adjacent property. 
(8) Streams, lakes, wetlands, floodplains, and other water bodies, including those available 

for fire protection purposes. 
(9) The location of wells, sanitary facilities (public or private), gas mains or laterals on the 

property or within two hundred (200) feet of the boundary of the property. 
(10) The general drainage pattern of the site. 
(11) The topography of the site and any plans for grading the property to be shown at a 

contour interval of not more than five feet. 
(12) Existing or proposed buildings or any other structures, including fences. 
(13) Existing and proposed junkyard areas, indicating the type of junk or material 

which will be stored in each area. 
(14) Existing and proposed access ways, aisles, emergency lanes, retail sales areas, 

parking and loading areas. 
(15) Areas and equipment for waste product handling, storage and removal (e.g. gas, 

oil, coolant, batteries, transmission fluid, filters, tires, etc.). 

Section 4. Application Fee 

A non-refundable application fee, as specified in the Town of Meredith Fee Schedule, 
shall accompany all applications. Said fee schedule is subject to annual change without 
notice. 
The fee for replacement of a junkyard permit which has been lost or destroyed shall be 
specified in the Town of Meredith Fee Schedule. 

Section 5. Professional Fees and Escrow Accounts 

The Town Boarfl, in the review of any junkyard application pending before it, may retain 
such engineering, legal, technical or environmental consultants, or professionals 
(consultant services) as the Town Board shall deem reasonably necessary to assist the 
Board in its review of such application and in the inspection and approval of any 
installations, infrastructure or improvements after final approval of such application. 
If the Town Board deems it necessary to hire consultants, the applicant will be notified 
in writing. 

The costs of consultant services, other than the Town's Enforcement Officer, will be 
paid for by the applicant, in accordance with the following terms of this Local Law: 

(1) Escrow accounts: As soon as possible after the submission of any application, 
the Town Board is authorized to establish an escrow fund, to hire consultants 
to assist in the review of the application. The Town Board will determine if an 
escrow account shall be estabiished, from which withdrawals shall be made to 
cover the costs of consultant services to the Town. The applicant shall then 
provide funds to the Town for deposit into such account in an amount to be 
determined by the Town Board with the advice and recommendation of the 
Town's Enforcement Officer, Attorney and/or other departments, based on their 
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evaluation of the nature and complexity of the application. 

(2) The applicant shall be provided with copies of vouchers submitted for payment 
by the consultants for such services as they are submitted to the Town for 
payment. 

(3) All sums paid by the applicant shall be deposited in the escrow account by the 
Town from which withdrawals shall be made. Any balance remaining after 
approval or final action on any junkyard application and payment of fees for all 
consultant services shall be returned to the applicant within forty five (45) days. 

(4) When the balance in the escrow account is reduced to one-third (1/3) of its 
initial amount, the Town shall advise the applicant and the applicant shall 
deposit additional funds into such account to bring its balance up to the amount 
ofthe initial deposit. If such account is not replenished within ten (10) business 
days after the applicant is notified in writing of the requirement for such 
additional deposit, the Town Board may suspend its review of the application 
and deny its approval. 

(5) A junkyard permit, approval or action being sought shall not be issued unless 
all professional review fees charged in connection with the applicant's project 
have been funded by the applicant. 

Section 6. Site Inspections Prior to Permit Issuance or Renevyal 

Within forty five (45) days after a permit application is received, the EO will inspect the 
site, and may be accompanied by at least one member of the Town Board. 
The EO will make a written report to the Town Board for their consideration and review 
of the application. 
The Enforcement Officer shall not enter the premises of any private property without 
the consent of the owner, applicant or resident. 
It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to arrange for all required inspections of the 
site, prior to permit issuance or renewal. 

Section 7. Public Hearing 

The Town Clerk shall submit all application materials to the EO and provide a copy to 
the Town Board at its next ensuing regular meeting. In the case of a new junkyard, the 
Town Board shall hold a public hearing on the applicatioh. The hearing shall be held 
not more than two (2) months after completion of the environmental review and only if 
the application is deemed complete. 
Any public hearing held hereunder may be combined with any public hearing held 
pursuant to SEQRA. 

Notice of the hearing shall be published in the official newspaper at least five (5) days 
prior to the date of the hearing. Further notice shall be made by the applicant to the 
adjoining property owners within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed location at 
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least five days prior to the date of the hearing. The applicant is required to provide 
copies of return receipts to the Board. 

At the hearing, the Town Board shall hear the applicant and all other persons wishing 
to be heard on the application for a junkyard permit. 

A permit shall be renewable annually without a public hearing upon payment of the 
annual fee in effect at the date of renewal, unless the renewal increases the size, 
changes the character of the junkyard, or the Town Board determines that there are 
significant grounds to re-evaluate the issuance of a junkyard permit for this site. 

Section 8. Board Action 

Within sixty twp (62) days of the close of the public hearing, the Town Board shall 
render a decision to approve, approve with conditions, or to disapprove the application 
for a junkyard permit. 
In considering the application, the Town Board shall base its decision upon general 
considerations and the ability to meet the junkyard regulations. The sixty two day 
period may be extended by mutual consent of the applicant and the board. 
The board shall have the authority to impose reasonable conditions and restrictions as 
are directly related to and incidental to the proposed junkyard permit. 

The Town Board shall mal̂ e findings related to the standards and purposes set forth in 
this law, and shall enter such findings into the official minutes. 

The applicant shall be notified of the decision and the reasons for such decision by mail 
within five (5) business days of the decision of the board. If denied, the board shall 
include the reasons for such denial. 

Upon approval bf the junkyard application, and payment of any fees and reimbursable 
costs due the municipality, the Town Board shall endorse its approval upon a copy of 
the final junkyard plan and application. 

License renewal applications shall be reviewed by the Town Board upon confirmation 
by the EO that the applicant is in compliance with all provisions of this Local Law at the 
time of review. Provided that the board is satisfied that the applicant has complied 
with all requirements of this Law, it shall direct that the renewal permit be issued, 
otherwise enforcement procedures will be followed. 

Section 9. Issuance of Permit 

Upon approval of the junkyard application, the Town Clerk shall issue a junkyard 
permit. 
If the Town Board approves the application with conditions, the Town Clerk shall issue 
a junkyard permit upon notification by the Enforcement Officer that said conditions have 

Page 15 of 19 



been complied with, as set forth by the Town Board, this Local Law, and the NYS 
Uniform Code. 
Each junkyard permit is personal to the applicant. It does not go with the title to the 
land, nor may it:be sold, assigned, transferred or disposed of. 

Section 10. Waivers 

The Town Board may waive certain requirements of this ,Local Law if one or more of 
the following circumstances are met: 

(1) granting the waiver would be in keeping with the intent and spirit of this law, and 
in the best interests of the community; or 

(2) denying the waiver would result in undue hardship to the applicant, provided that 
such hardship has not been self-imposed; 

(3) The Town Board shall state the grounds for the decision of any waiver granted in 
the minutes. The waiver granted shall be the minimum necessary to accomplish 
the purpose. 

VII. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

Section 1. Enforcement Officer 

(1) This law shall be enforced by the town Enforcement Officer (Enforcement 
Officer) and/or any other person designated by the Town Board. Said persons 
shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of this law and to inspect 
premises within the municipality as necessary for said enforcement. 

(2) The applicant shall grant the Enforcement Officer, and the Town Board or any of 
its representatives, access to the area of business at all reasonable hours to 
inspect the same for compliance herewith. 

(3) The Enforcement Officer shall not enter the premises of any private property 
without the consent of the owner, but it shall be the responsibility of the applicant 
to arrange for all required inspections prior to permit issuance or renewal. 

(4) The Enforcement Officer shall make inspections of the premises of any junkyard 
for which application for permit has been made. The EO shall report to the 
Town Board on the conditions of such junkyard and whether or not it is violating 
any of the provisions of this Local Law. 

(5) The enforcement officer shall make periodic inspections of the town to ensure 
that all existing junkyards have permits and that the requirements of this law are 
met. 
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(6) It is the duty of the Enforcement Officer to inspect licensed junkyards or 
proposed junkyard sites, investigate alleged unlicensed junkyards and 
investigate and act upon any complaint, or his own observation, of an alleged or 
possible violation of this Local Law. The Enforcement Officer will assist the 
Town Board by performing inspections of potential sites, performing ongoing 
investigations and monitoring of existing sites, and reviewing sites requesting 
license renewals. 

(7) The Enforcement Officer is authorized to make any recommendations, and upon 
finding that an alleged violation of this law may exist, he may direct to remedy 
said violation or non-compliance within a reasonable number of days, unless 
there is an imminent safety risk to the public or an environmental hazard, in 
which case immediate action will be necessary as directed by the Enforcement 
Officer.. Upon failure to remedy the violation within the stated time period, the 
Enforcement Officer may issue appearance tickets, issue cease and desist 
orders, revoke permits, and may request the Town Board to take action. The 
Town Board may also take action on its own initiative. 

Section 2. Revocation of Permit 

The EO and/or the Town Board may revoke a junkyard permit upon reasonable cause 
if the applicant fails to comply with any provision of this law or any condition of the 
permit. 

Before a permit may be revoked, the Town Board shall hold a public hearing. Notice of 
the hearing shall be published in the official newspaper at least five days prior to the 
date thereof. The permit holder shall be notified of the hearing by written notice prior to 
the hearing and shall be given an opportunity to be heard at said hearing. 

Written notice Iriay be served by personal service or through certified mail return 
receipt requested, to the last known address of the junkyard operator, in such number 
of days in advance of the hearing date as is reasonable under the circumstances. 
When service is made by certified mail return receipt requested, service shall be 
deemed complete upon delivery of the notice. 

In the event personal service and service by certified mail return receipt requested fail, 
service may be made in accordance with any method available under Article 3 of the 
Civil Practice Law and Rules of the State of New York. 

The notice shall set forth that a public hearing will be held, and that if it is determined 
by the Town Board at such hearing that such a violation does exist, the junkyard permit 
will be revoked. 

If not present at the public hearing and the permit is revoked, the permit holder shall be 
notified of the revocation by certified mail. The reason for such revocation shall be 
stated in the minutes of the Town Board. 
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Any junkyard operator with a revoked permit shall immediately cease and desist from 
maintaining a junkyard. The operator(s) and/or owner(s) shall remove completely from 
the premises, within ninety (90) days from the date of the revocation, all junk and 
similar items at;their own expense and to the satisfaction of the Enforcement Officer or 
the Town Board. Upon failure to do so within such time, the Town Board may cause 
such junk, equipment and other stored materials to be removed from the premises or 
any other remedy deemed necessary by the Town. Proceeds from the sale of any 
assets will revert to the Town of Meredith. 
If the Town acts to remedy the violation by removal of the junk, the Town may 
personally deliver, or mail in the manners specified above, a bill to the property owner 
for the costs of remedying the violation. If the property owner does not pay the Town 
the full amount set forth in such bill within thirty (30) days after the delivery or mailing of 
same, the Town Board shall cause to be recorded in the Town Clerk's Office a 
statement showing the costs for the remedial work, the date(s) on which the work was 
performed, and the location ofthe property on which the remedial work was conducted. 
The recording of such statement shall constitute a lien on the property which shall 
remain in full force and effect until full payment has been made. After the first thirty 
days after notification, each week of non-payment of the full amount shall constitute a 
separate offense ofthis Local Law and is subject to penalties as provided herein. 

Section 3. Operating a Junkvard without a permit 

If the Enforcement Officer shall find that a junkyard exists without the necessary 
permit(s), the Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized to issue, to the person he/she 
has reason to Ijelieve is the operator, an order to cease and desist and/or an order to 
remedy whereby the alleged junkyard has thirty (30) days to apply for a permit. If after 
thirty days no application has been filed with the Town, the Enforcement Officer is 
authorized to issue an appearance ticket to the person in violation of the iaw, and shall 
cause that person to appear before the town justice. The penalties as specified in 
Section 4, below, will apply. 

Section 4. Penalties 

Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this law shall be guilty of an 
offense and subject to the following: 

(1) A fine not to exceed three hundred fifty dollars ($350) per day, or imprisonment 
for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days, or both; or by a penalty of three 
hundred fifty dollars ($350) per day to be recovered by the Town in a civil action. 

(2) In any proceeding instituted under this section, every such person shall be 
deemed guilty of a separate and distinct offense for each week such violation, 
disobedience, omission, neglect or refusal shall continue. 
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(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this law, and in addition to the above 
provided penalties, the Town Board of the Town of Meredith may also maintain 
an action or proceeding in the name of the Town of Meredith in a court of 
competent jurisdiction to compel compliance with or restrain by injunction the 
violation of any provision in this Local Law. 

(4) The Town of Meredith shall order every violation with a statement showing any 
unrecovered costs incurred by the Town to remedy such violation, and any fines 
or penalties owed to the Town, to be recorded at the Town Clerk's Office and 
such recording shall constitute a lien on the property which shall remain in full 
force and effect until full payment has been made. 

VIII. SEVERABILITY 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or article of this Local Law shall be 
adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not 
affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation 
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section or article thereof directly involved in the 
controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered. 

IX. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Local Law shall take effect upon filing with the New York State Secretary of State. 
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