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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
' 41 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12231

LOCAL LAW FILIN G
Town olf'(‘iatskill
Local Law No. 3 of 2016

A local law amending the Code of the Town of Catsklll by addmg anew Chapter entitled “Solar
- 'Energy Use™. ' :

. Be.it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Catskill, Greene County, New York as follows: -

Section 1. Purpose. : :

- The purpose of this local law shall be to adopt statutory requirements to advance and protect the
public health, safety and welfare of citizens of the Town of Catskill, New York; to take
advantage of safe, abundant, renewable and non- -polluting energy resources; to decrease the cost

~of'energy to the owners of commercial and residential properties; and, increasing employment
and business development in the reglon by furthering the installation of Solar Energy Systems.

Section 2. Authorlty

This local law is enacted pursuant to Town Law Sections 261-263 and Section 10 of Mumclpal
Home Rule Law to adopt zoning previsions that advance and protect the health Safety and
‘welfare of the community and to make provision for, so far as conditions may permit, the
accommodation of solar energy systems and equlpment and access to'sunlight necessary
therefore '

Section 3. Definitions T S | 1
Accessory Structure: A structure the use of which is customanly 1ncndental and subordinate to
that of the principal building and is attached thereto oris located on the same lot or premises as
the pnnmpal bulldmg ’

. Building Integrated Photovoltaic System: A comblnatlon of photovoltalc building components
* Integrated into any building envelope system such as vertical facades including glass and other
facade material, semi-transparent skylight systems, roofing materials and shading over windows.



Ground Mounted Solar Energy System A solar. energy system which'is anchored to the ground

" and attached to a pole or other mounting system, detached from any other structure for the

pnmary purpose of producing electricity for onsite consumpnon

' Large Scale Solar Energy System A solar energy system whrch is ground mounted and

produces a rated power of more than ten (10) kilowatts (kW) or greater per hour of energy for the

+

- purpose of producr_ng electncrty for onsite and offs1te sale or co.nsumptlon.

Small- Scale Solar Roof-Mounted Solar Energy System-: ‘A solar panel system located on the
roof of any legally permitted building or structure for the purpose of producing: electnc:lty for

." onsite or offsitc consumption which produices a rated power. of ten (10) or less kilowatts (kW)

per hour of energy or solar-thermal systems. [“or solar-thermal systems” does not appear to me
part of the definition. ] S :

Solar-Thennal System: Solar thermal systems which directly heat water or other'li_qtli'd using
sunlight. The heated liquid is used for-such purposes as space heating and cooling, domestic hot

. water and heating pool water. The second sentence is not a definition but an éxample of uise.]

Solar Energy Equipment: Electrical energy. storage devices, material, hardware; inverters or other
electrical equipment and conduit of photovoltaic devices associated with the productlon of
electncal energy. '

Solar Energy Collector A solar photovoltaic cell, panel array, solar hot-air or water collector
device which relies upon solar radiation as an energy source for the generation of electricity or

 transfer of stored heat.

"Solar Energy System Anelectrical- generatmg system composed of a combination of both Solar
Panels and Solar Energy Equipment.

*Solar Panel: A photovoltalc device capable of colleetmg and convertmg solar energy into
- electrical energy. '

Section 4, Apphcablljty = ‘
A. The requirements of this law shall apply to all Solar Energy Systems installed or modified

aﬁer its effective date.

B. Solar Energy Collectors shall be permitted only to provide power for use by oyvners, lessees,

* tenants, residents or other occupants of the premises on which they are erected, but nothing

contained in this provision shall be construed to prohibit “collective solar” installations-or the .



sale of excess power through a “net'bllling” or “net-meterirfg” arrangement in accordance with
' New York Public SerVice Law § 66-j- or similar state or federal statute. =

C.All Solar Energy Systems shall be desrgned erected and 1nstalled in accordance w1th all
. 'appllcable Federal, State and local laws, regulat1ons and standards.

- Sectron 5. Permitting
A Bulldmg permits shall be requ1red in all Zonmg D1stncts for mstallat1on of all Solar Energy
‘Collectors stationary or trackmg for Rooftop Building-Mounted, Ground or Pole Mounted,
Large -Scale Standmg Solar Collectors and Building Integrated Photovoltam Systems. A plague
" identifying the property as contamrng a Solar Energy System shall be prommently dlsplayed ‘on
' 'the property -

‘B..A bulldmg permit may be waived by the Code Enforcement Offlcer for portable Solar Energy
| Collectors which are not permanently mstalled C

Section 6. Solar as an Accessory Use or Structure
A Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems ' - P v

1. Roof- Mounted Solar Energy Systerns which use the electncrty on51te or offsite are
permltted as an accessory use in afl zoning dlStI‘lCtS when attached to any lawfully
pemntted burldmg or structure

2. Height." Solar Energy Systems shall not extend greater than ten (lO) feet above the
. burldmg or roof on which they are mounted.

' B. Grotlnd-Mounted Solar Energy Sy_stems‘

- 1. Ground or Pole—Mounted Solar Energy Systems Wthh use the electncrty on51te are
permltted as accessory structures 1n all Zonmg Dlstnct(s) '

L ﬂ2_. Helght and Setback Ground or Pole-Mounted Solar Energy Systems shall not
- exceed ﬁﬂeen (15) feet in helght when oriented at maximum tilt and. adhere to the
setback requrrements of the underlymg zonlng dlstrlct ' ’

3. Lot Coverage The surface arga covered by Ground or Pole—Mounted Solar ‘Energy
Systems shall be mcluded in total lot coverage. : :



" 4. Ground or Pole-Mounted Solar Energy Syst'erns which use the electricity onsite shall
* be exempt from site, plan review required under the local zoning or other land use
local laws at the dlscretlon of the Code Enforcement Ofﬁcer

. 5. Ground or Pole-MOLInted- Solar Energy Systems that use the electricity primarily for
use offsite shall be required to obtain‘a site plan approval required under the local
zoning or other land use local laws. |

Section 7. Approval Standards for Large-Scale Solar Systems as a Special Use *

- A. Large- -Scale Solar Energy Systems are permitted through the issuance of a special use
permit w1th1n Rural Re31dent1al/Agncu1ture High Density Residential, General
Commercial, nghway Commercial, Commercial or Industrial Zoning Districts and are
subject to the requlrements set forth in this Sectlon 1nclud1ng but not necessarily limited

* to site plan approval.- Applications for the installation of,a.Large Scale Solar Energy
System shall be revieWed by the Town of Catskill Code-Enforcement Officer and include
a completed Env1ronmental Impact Form (SEQRA) referred ‘with comments, to the

" Town of Catsk1ll PIanmng Board for its review Wthh review may include approval
approval on condltlons or demal :

B. Special Use, Permit Appticat’ions'Requirements. -

1. If the property of the proposed project is to _bé leased; a copy of the lease, and if
' - applicable, other documerits relating to legal consents between the parties ‘specifying
the use or uses of the land- for the duratlon of the prOJect easements and any other
relevant agreements, shall be submitted. ' :

2. ;Bluéprtnts showing the layout of the Solar Energy Systems signed by a Professional
Engineer, L_ice_nsed‘Lend Surveyor or Registered Architect shall be r'equired._

3. The equipment spec1ﬁcat10n sheets shall be documented and submitted for all Solar
Energy Systems, srgmﬁcant eomponents mountlng systems and inverters which are
_to be installed. - : _ o C 3

4. Property Operation zrnd Maintenance Plan. Such plan-shal,l describe continuing Solar
~ Energy System maintenance-and property upkeep such as mowing and trimming.

5. Decommissioning Plan. To ensure the proper removal of LargeﬁScale Solar Energy
Systems, a Decommissioning Plan shall be submitted as part of the application.
Compliance with this plan shall be made a condition of the issuance of a special use
permit under this Section. The Deeomrmssmmng Plan must: specify that after the
Large-Scale Solar Energy System can no longer be used.or is abandoned as'defined in



Sect1on 9 1t shall be removed by the apphcant or any subsequent owner. The

' Decomm1ss10n1ng Plan shall demonstrate how the temoval of all infrastructure and -

, the remediation of soil and vegetation shall be conducted to return the property to its
original state prior to construction with photographs of the property prior to
construction. The plan shall also include an expected timeline for execution, A cost’

.. estimate'detailing the projected cost of executing the Decommissioning Plan shall be
. prepared by a ProfessiOnal Engineer or Contractor. Cost'estimations shall take into
account inflation. Remeval of Large- -Scale Solar Energy Systems must be completed
in accordance with the Decomnussronmg Plan. Ifthe Large-Scale Solar Energy
. System is not decomm1ss1oned after it can no longer be used or is considered
abandoned, the Town of Catskill may remove the system and restore the property and
' 1mpose a lien on the property to cover these "costs to the Town of Catskill. -

C. Any -applic'atiori under this Section shall méet any substsntive.p’rovis,ions contained in the:
local site plan requirements in the Zoning Law that, in the judgment of the Town of
Catskill Planning Board, are applicable to the Solar Energy System being proposed The

add1t1onal fol]owmg requlrements are apphcable

I. Height and Setback Large Scale Solar Energy Systems shall Inot exceed fifteen (15) -
“feet in height when oriented at maximum t11t and setback requ1rements of the
underlymg zonmg district.

2, Lot Slze Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall be located on lots w1th a .
mmlmum lot size as set forth in the zonmg district. - r '

. 3. Lot Coverage A Large- Scale Solar Energy System whlch is ground- mounted shall
not exceed 60% of the lot where it is installed. The surface area covered by Solar
| Panels shall be included in total lot coverage ‘

4. All Large-Scale Selar Energy Systems shall be enclosed by feneing to prevent
~ . unauthorized access. Warning signs with the owner’s contact information shall be
placed on the entrance and-perimeter of the fencmg The type of fencing shall be -
determined by the Town of Catskili Code Enforcement Office.

5. The Large-Scale Solar Mounting Energy System may, in the discretion of the Town
- of Catskill Plannmg Board be fiirther screenhed by landscapmg or other material as

- needed for protect1on and visual effect.

6. The Town of V'C:atsk.ill Planning Board may impose conditions on its.approval of any
special use permit under this Section in order to enforce the standards referred to in



this. Sect10n or in order to dlscharge its obhgatlons under the State Environmental -
Quallty Revrew Act (SEQRA) ' '

Section 8. Safety : : : SO -
A. Any connection to the publlc utility. gnd must be mspected by the appropnate pubhc utility
body : . :

~ B. Solar Energy Systems shall be maintained in good worl(ing order.

C. Rooftop and Buil'dirlg-Mounted Solar Energy Coll_eetors-ehall rrieet the New York State
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code Standard. .

D. If solar storage batteries are included as part of the Solar Ene_rg-y_Systerh, they must be placed
in a secure container or enclosure meeting the requirements of the New York State Building '

'Code when in use and when no longer.used, shall be disposed of in accordance with the laws and
' regulations of the Town of Catsklll and/or other appllcable New. York State and federal laws and
. regulations. '

‘Section 9 Abandonment and Decommrssronmg o
Solar Energy Systems are consrdered abandoned after nmety (90) days without electrrcal energy

o generatlon and must bé removed from the property. Apphcahons for extensions are reviewed by

- the Town of Catsk111 Code Enforcement Office for a period of thirty (30) days.’

. Section 10. Enforcement.
- - Any violation of this Solar Energy Use Law shall be subject to the same civil and crlmmal
“penalties provrded for in' the zoning regulauons of the Town of Catskill. '

Sectlon 11. Severablllty : :

- The mvalldlty or unenforceability of any section; subsechon paragraph, Sentence clause

“provision or phrase of the aforementioned sections as declared by the valid judgment of any
court of competent jurisdiction. to bé unconstltutlonal shall not affect the validity or

- enforceability of any other section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, pr0v1s1or1 or phrase,
- . which shall remaln in full force and effect. '

- _Sectlon 12, Supersesswn

Thls local law shall supersede all prior 1nc0n81stent local laws
" Section 13. Effective Date.

This local law shall take effect 1mmed1ate1y upon its adoptron and filing with the Ofﬁce of the
Secretary of State. -



(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
strike out that which is not appllcable )

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only )

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as Iocal law No. 3. : : of 20 16  of
the (BBEHE )PCH { Town)(\R of _Catskill : ‘ was duly passed by the
- Catskill Town Boar Juﬁly 20 16

on 20 , in accordance with the applicable

(Name_ of Legisfative Body)
provisions of law. - -

(Passage by Iocal Ieglslatwe body with approval no dlsapproval or repassage after dlsapproval by the Elective
Chief Executive Officer*.) A

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, deswgnated as local law No.
the (County)(Clty)(Town)(Vlllage) of : _ : _ agduly passed by the
' : - . on.— 20__..__, and wagAfapproved)(not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)

(repassed after disapprovai) by the _
: : S " ({Elsctive. Ch.'ef Executive Officer”)

: nd was deemed duly adopted

on ' 20[]:' in accordance w ith the apphcable provisions of lay”

3. (Flnal adoption by referendum.) . - '
| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, demgnated as Ioca <

of20______ of
the (County)(City){Town)(Village) of _ was duly passed by the
. - . on : 20 , and was (approved)(not approved)
(Name of Legisialive Bady) .
{repassed after disapproval) by the ' : _ - on 20

(Electrve Ch:ef Exécutive Offi cer")

Such local law was submltted to the people by p€ason of a (mandatory){permissive} referendum and recelved the affirmative
vote of a majorlty of the qualified electors v ng thereon at the (generaI)(specual)(annuaf) election held on

20 ,in accordance with the appiligable provisions of law.

4. (Subject to permissive reférendum and final adoptlon because no vahd petltlon was filed requesting referendum.)

| hereby certify that the loc aw annexed hereto deS|gnated as local law No: . — : ~of 20 of

the (County)(Clty)(Tow (V|Ilage) of e . : S L was duly passed by the
' T i - on . 20;. and was (app'rove_d)(not approved)
- (Name of Legis!ati Body) o : ' :

(repassed afiér disapproval) by the : ' on - ‘ 20 - . Such local

{Elective Chief Executive Officer?)

law w subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such _referehdum was filed as of

,in accordance with the apelicable provisions of law.

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there
be nane, the chairperson of the county legjslative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the superviser of a town where such officer is
vested with the power to approve or veto local Iaws or ordinances.
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition. )

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. L : of 20 of
the City of - : havmg been submitted to referendum pursuant to the prowisions of section (36)}(37) of
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and havmg received the affi rmatwe vote of a majority “qualified electors of such city voting

thereon at the (spemal} general) electmn held on _ became operatlve

6. (County Iocal law concerning adoptlon of

| hereby certify that the local law annexed €to, designated as Iocal law No. : ' - of 20 of

the County of : : State of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of
November _ =, pursuant o subdivisions 5 and 7 of. sectron 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having
received the-affirmativé vote of a majonty of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the '

qualified el fs of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed; please provide an appropriate.certification.)
I further certify that | have compared-the preceding local law with the orlglnal on file in this office and that the same is a
_correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such ongmal Iocal law, 2 A e manner indicated in
aragraph above, ' : : -

'(Seai) ug . ' ' " ' Date: .July 25, 2016
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