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Local Law No. 3 ' of the year 2015

A local law A local law to‘ protect infants and children from the harmful hea!thﬂeffects of unnecessary
i {insert Titie)
exposure to toxic chemicals in children's apparel and children’s products.

P Be it enacted by the -egislature L of the
. (Name of Legisiafive Body) | ‘

XlCounty [ICity [Town DVlllage i

(Select one.) - :I
of Rockland ' as follows:

Section 1. Name ef local law ‘

This law shall he known as “The Texic Free Toys Act.”

Section 2.  Legislative intent. “
Recent studies performed with the assistance of a hand-held X-ray ﬂuorescence analyzer have uncovered toxac and
carcinogenic chemicals in dolls, toy cars, toy trains, children’s jewelry, and puzzles sold in popular mall stores.

i These studies have precipitated demands for recalls and raised great concern for parents and public offt cials alike.

To illustrate the potential toxicity of certain chemicals discovered in toys: i'

a) Benzene has been found to cause a decrease in red blood cells as well as cancer

b) Lead has been found to cause brain damage, hyperactivity, anemia, liver and kldney damage, deve[opmental
delays, lowered 1Q, poor impulse control, and even death;

¢) Mercury has been known to cause damage to brain development, impact cognltlonw decrease fine motor and visual
special skills, and weaken muscles;

d) Antimony can cause respiratory and cardiovascular damage, skin disorders, and gastromtestmal disorders.

|
: €) Arsenic can cause skin lesions, developmental delays, neurotoxicity, diabetes, cardlovascuiar disease, and lung

cancer;

f} Cobalt; though an essential element as a constituent of vitamin B12, can cause cardmmyopathy and
gastrointestinal problerns from chronic oral exposure; g) Cadmium can cause k|dney disease, bronchiolitis,
emphysema, and damage fo the liver, lungs, bone, immune system, blood, and nervaus system.
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‘ Sectio‘h 3. Definitions.

not limited to helmets, athletic supporters, knee pads or elbow pads.

Local Law No. 3 0of 2015 of the County of Rockland continued 11

In the absence of Federal and New York State enacted laws Rockland County is

. commiitted to protecting the public health and welfare of our infants and children whose gr‘owmg

bodies are vulnerable to the health hazards caused by these chermcals Common | sense
regulations on toys that ensure the health, safety and well- bemg of our|children are of paramount
importance to the people of the County of Rockland. ‘

Therefore, the purpose of this law is to protect the County's 1nfo.nts and children from the

harmful health effects of benzene, lead, mercury, antimony, arsenic; cobalt, and cadmium in

children’s apparel and children’s products. '|

ﬁ |

1\

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

i

|

B. CHILDREN’S APPAREL — means any item of clothing that consists of fabnc or
related material intended or promoted for use in children’s clothmg

A. COUNTY - The County of Rockland, New York.

C. CHILDREN’S PRODUCT - means any product including toy‘rs primarily tntended for,
made for, or marketed for use by children. Children's product does not mean batltenes
consumer electronics or electronic components, paper products or a drug, biclogic,

medical device, food, or food additive regulated by the Unitéd States Food and Drug
Administration. i :

D. CHILDREN -- means a person or persons aged twelve (12) and‘under
E. PERSON — shall mean any natural person, individual, corporation, unineorpotated
association, proprietorship, firm, partnership, joint venture, Jomt stock association, or
other entity of business of any kind. 1‘

Section 4.  Prohibitions.
No person shall sell or offer for sale within the County of Rockland any children's products or

~ children’s apparel that contain benzene, lead, mercury, antimony, arsemc cadmium, and cobalt

within the County of Rockland. This shall not apply to used children’ s products that are sold or .
distributed for free at secondhand stores, yard sales, on the Internet or donated to Chal‘ltleS This
shall also not apply to protective sporting equipment designed to prevent injury, 1nolud1ng but
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Section 5. Enforcement and Penalties. || ;

Any person who violates the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to the imposition by the
Rockland County Department of Consumer Protection of a civil penalty: oft $500 for an initial
violation, and $1,000 for each subsequent violation. No civil penalty shall|be imposed by the

- Rockland County Department of Consumer Protection as provided for herein unless the alleged

violator has received notice of the charge against him or her and has; had an opportunityi to be

heard pursuant to the normal procedures of the Rockland County Department of Consumer
Protection. Prior to the imposition of the first civil penalty on an alleged violator, the Rockland

-County Department of Consumer Protection shall make a good-faith eﬁ'ort toI issue a warn‘mg to

the alleged violator and shall make a good-falth effort to educate the ialleged violator about the
provisions of this chapter. |

Section 6. . Authority to Promulgate Rules and Regulations.
The Commissioner of the Rockland County Department of Consumer Protection
("Commissioner") is hereby authorized and empowered to promulgate such rules and regullations
as he or she deems necessary to 1mplement this law. The Commissionér may exempt a chlldren s
product from this prohibition if, in the Commissioner's judgment, the lllack of availability of the
children's product could pose an unreasonable risk to public health, saf?ty or welfare.

i

Section 7. Applicability |
This law shall apply to any and all actions occurring on or after the effectwe date of this Iaw

Section 8. Severability. '

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this local law or the application
thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entlty or circumstance shall be
adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unc0nst1tut1|ona1 such order or
Jjudgment shall not affect, impair, effect or invalidate the remainder thegeof but shall be confined
in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this law or in its
application to the person, individual, corporation, firm, partnershlp, entlty or circumstance
directly involved in the controversy in which such order or Judgment shall be rendered.

Section 9 Effective date.

This local law shall take effect (90} days after it is filed with the Nev'v Yorkn State Secretary of
State. |
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! {Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
; strike out that which is not applicable.}

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.)

i | hereby certify that the local _lew annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of

. the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of 1 was duly passed by the

f I on .20 , in accordance with the applicable
{(Name of Legisiative Body}

- provisions of law.

. 2. {(Passage by local legtslatwe body with approval, no disapproval or repassageI after disapproval by the Elective
i Chief Executive Officer*.)

. | hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 3 of 20 15 of
| the (Caunty}ity)Fownyiriags) of Rockland . ‘ was duly passed by the
| Legislature of Rockland County on June 16, 2015 . and was Aappgbvgﬁ%t apPidted)
' {Name of Legisiative Body)
—éfepassed-aftef-diaeppreve-l-}-by the County Executive . and was deemed duly adopted
1 (Elective Chief Executive Officer”) ’{‘ |
: ‘ on July 7, 20“, in accordance w ith the applicable provisioris of law. H
' 3. (Final adoption by referendum.) “ :
. | hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as'local law No. - of 20 of
‘ the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of : ‘ : | was duly passed by the
| : on 20 !’ and was (approved){not approved)
. (Name of Legislative Body)
(repassed after disapproval) by the | _on 20_

(Elective Chief Exacutive Officer”) ‘“

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum and received the affimative
-vote of a majority of the qualified electors votlngrthereon at the (general){special)(annual) ielection held on

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. !
S :

14, (Subject to permlsswe referendum and final adoption because no valid petltmnW.was filed requesting referendum. )

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ; of 20 | of
the {County)(City)(Town){Viliage) of ;| was duly pelissed by the
| on 20 jand was (approved)(not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body) ‘ 5‘

(repassed after dlsapproval) by the : on ” ' 20 . Such Iocal
{Elective Chief Executive Officer®) v

Iaw was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referencfum was filedas of |

;20 , In agcordance with the applicable provisions of law,

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the super!visor of a town where such officer is

+ vested with the power to approve or velo local laws or ordinances. i
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(City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)

" | hereby certify that the local law annexed hersto, designated as loca! law No. - : of 20 of

* 6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.)

the City of _ having been submitted to referendum pursuant to] the prowsmns of sectlon {36)(37) of
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and havmg received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting

thereon at the (special)(general) election held on 20 , became o'perat:ve

H
1\

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ‘ of 20 of
the County of State of New York, having been submitted to the, electors at the General Election of
- November 20 , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 oftheJMunlmpal Home Rule Law and having

received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as auynitand a majonty of the

+ qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unlt voting at said general elect:on became operative.

1
’ Al

" (If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an approprlate certifi catlon )

i 1 further certify that | have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in thIS office and that the same is a

(Seal). "L Date: _July \&, 2015

correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in
paragraph , 2 abaove. ~
>

Clerk of tife cou iegislati\:{e body & f
—officerde ftat .

USRS
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