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Be it enacted by the “Town Board ___ofthe
‘ - (Name of Legistative Body) : .
E]County []city KlTown [JVvillage
{Select one.) o
as follows:

of Shelter Island

TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND IRRIGATION REGULATIONS
Chapter 82. IRRIGATION REGULATIONS
§ 82-1. Tltle
7 Tlus Chapter shall be lcnown as the “"Town of Shelter Island Irrigation Regulatlons LocaI
© Law."
§ 82-2. Purpose and policy.
-A. Intent; findings. The Town of Shelter Island has only one freshwater aquifer from
which to draw its groundwater, as it is cut off from fresh groundwater inflow from adjacent areas
- of the east end of Long Island. Shelter Island is low in topography, resulting in a shallow water
table and a thin groundwater reservoir. The freshwater lens is thinnest and the groundwater most
limited in coastal areas where the development pressures are the greatest, but even water drawn
from the central part of the Town may potentially place strains on the shorefront systems. Thus,
the Town Board has determined that regulating the installation of new irrigation systems on
Shelter Island wﬁl protect the- aquer and promote the health, safety and welfare of the entire

community.
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- B. A consulting engineering firm which was retained by Suffolk County prepared a -
Comprehensive Water Resources Management Plan (hereinafter "water plan"), which was
prepared and submitted on January 30, 1987. This has been updated by astudy prepared by
Leggette, Brashears & Graham Inc. dated June 2014 and 51gmﬁcant study by a citizen 1mgat10n
committee studying the issues.

: ~C. The Suffolk County- Department of Health Servrces has prepared a groundwater model
for Shelter Island. Suffolk County says the report shows that the freshwater lenses on.the Ram
Island, Montclair and West Neck peninsulas are extremely limited and will be. nnpacted by

" increased groundwater withdrawals. Excessive pumping from:inland areas can: unpact outlying

areas by inducing saltwater 1ntrusron or upconing. .
D. The water: plans recommend that water conservation measures be encouraged

-mcludmg limitations on water consumption.

E. The first Comprehensive Plan for Shelter Island, whrch was adopted in May 1994

emphasrzes the need to protect our groundwater, which is supplied by a sole source aqlufer
- - F. Therefore, the Town Board believes it in the best interest of the Town of Shelter
Island, with respect to the sufficiency and quality of its water supply, to regulate or limit the .
consumptive use of water throughout the Town by regulatlng irrigation systems.
" G. The Town Board reserves the nght to adjust or eliminate the 1mgat10n regulatlons as

water conditions change. T SR L
§ 82-3. Statutory authority.

This Chapter is adopted as a local law pursuant to the authonty of the Mumclpal Home
Rule Law. - ; : . , _

§ 82-4. Definitions. . -
As used in thrs Chapter the followmg terms words and phrases and therr denvanons

shall have the meanings indicated:

BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE A pressure vacuum breaker double-check
valve assembly or a reduced pressure zone-type device aeceptable for contamment control in
accordance with the New York State Department of Health requnements .

BUILDING INSPECTOR - A Building Inspector of the Town of Shelter Island or an

| enforcement official designated by the Town Board.

CAPTURED WATER - Shall be the water captured into a cxstem from 1mpermeable
surface runoff as allowed by this.Code. . .

CISTERN - For purposes of this Chapter a smgle or series of underground or basement ,
water storage;tanks with collective minimum, capacity of 8,000 gallons : whrch is filled. w1th water

" as specified in this Chapter, and which is used for outdoor irrigation purposes The prov151ons of
this Chapter do not apply to cisterns used for indoor domestic purposes. .

CONSUMPTIVE USE OF WATER The quantity of water released mto the
atmosphere by the process of evaporation, and the water mcorporated into the vegetatlve process
and transpired by plants to the atmosphere..

- DRIP IRRIGATION SYSTEM - The use of dnp lme wrth dnp ermtters to water

vegetatlon o
GOLF COURSE - A tract of land used and mamtamed for playmg the game of golf

whether pubhcly or privately owned. _ |
GRANDFATHERED TURF IRRIGATION SYSTEMS Shall mean those turf

. irrigation systems which obtamed a permit prior to 3/ 1/1996.
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_ HAND WATERING The watermg of property by one hand held hose or one single
portable lawn sprinkler. '
IRRIGATION SYSTEM - An 1mgat10n system isa system for artlﬁclal apphcatron of

water to the land, soil or turf, : §
" IRRIGATION ZONE - An area encompassing a deﬁned number of spnnkler heads or

drip emitters’ that is designed and sized to maintain water pressure and gallonage produced whrch
is sufficient to proper]y operate the m'rgatlon system Each zone is regulated mdlvrdually by an
irrigation control clock. . -
" LICENSED IRRIGATION CON TRACTOR A person or busmess meetmg the '
* standards established in Section 82-5. -
' MASTER ‘CONTROL VALVE - A main valve whrch can. open or shut water
dlstnbutron to all irrigation zones. _
“"MOISTURE SENSOR - A device to tum 1mgatron water on or off aocordmg to the
moisture levels in the soil.
- 'NEAR SHORE & PEN]NSULAR OVERLAY ZONE - Shall mean the Near Shore and
Peninsular Overlay Zone as defined in the Chapter 133 Zoning Code. -
NEW TURF IRRIGATION SYSTEMS - Shall mean any turf i mgatlon system other

than a grandfathered irrigation system.
. NON NEAR SHORE-OVERLAY - Shall mean. the areas of Shelter Island Ihat do not lie

within the Near Shore & Penipsular Overlay Zone. '

OWNER - Any person, firm, partnership, corporation or organization of any kind ‘
holding legal title to real property in the Town of Shelter Island. o B

RAIN SENSOR - A device located in an area that allows rainfall to come in full contact -
with its parts-and is designed to turn a system on or off when moisture is present. -

TIME CLOCK - A device that controls the irrigation system and tums 1t on and offata

desirable timé and operates the system for a set period of time.

' TOWN BOARD - The Town Board of Shelter Island. o ‘
TRUCKED-]N WATER Shall mean fresh water that is tmcked i’ ﬁ‘om an off-rsland

. source.
TURF Turf shall mean those grasses which are regularly cut to a level of srx mches or

less.
" TURF IRRIGATION SYSTEM An lrngatlon system desrgned to automatlcally water -
turf grass )
o USER Any person, ﬁrm parmershxp, corporatron or orgamzatson of any kind hawng the
right to use or-occupy real property in the Town of Shelter Island '
§82-5. Irrigation Permit.
A Trrigation is only allowed if conducted in compliance w1th the | prov1s1ons of thrs
ordmance All other forms of irrigation are prohibited. -
- L B. All persons using a turf irrigation system, whether grandfathered, new or dnp per °
§82 -8(C), must obtain an initial Town irrigation permit for that system which may 'be issued for |

‘a length of one year and is renewable annually. :

. C. Applications for initial irrigation system permits shall include a plan of the turf
irrigation system and cisterns (if applicable}, based upon Suffolk County Tax Map information or '
a land survey at a scale not less than 40 feet to the inch, with the followmg information:
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1. The name of the owner and/or user of the real property and the name of a resident
contact person who has access to a valve that shuts off the system (shutoff valve). ,

2. The Tax Map sheet or 31gned land survey showing the locatton of all buildings
thereon
' 3. The proposed layout of the system, mcludmg the source(s) of water supply, number of
zones, number of i irrigation heads, the type and number of feet of drip or soaker hose, make and
model number of clock controller, the location of the master control valve, rain sensor and .
moisture sensor, and, wher connected to a pubhc water supply system, the location of the.

backflow prevention device..
' 4. A certification by a hcensed irr gatton contractor that the system meets the Town code

ahd a calculation showing the irrigation system s estimated water consumption per operational
cycle of all zones.

, 5. If applicable, proof of filling the cxstern in the pnor year w1th trucked-m water
itemizing the dates and gallons delivered; which proof can be requested by the Buxldmg
Depa_rtment at any time, o

6. A cistern must comply with the same setbacks as an underground fuel tank. -

| 7. An apphcatton form with an appllcatlon fee in an amount established from time to
time by the Town Board. :

- t D. Prior to issuance of a turf 1rr1gat10n permlt, all systems must meet the followmg
minimum standards: :
1. A programmable tune clock for control of the mgatlon system valves Only time-
clocks which have the following capabilities shall be used: :
"~ a. An adjustable clock monitor for- sta.rtmg and stoppmg the water cycle at any

hour of the day or night. :
~'b. A calendar program which allows automatlc watermg cycles on any day, oron

alternate days, or on every third day, on a repeating basis. -
¢. An override circuitry which can be set to prevent the automatxc water cycle
ﬁom startmg when watering is not required per the rain-sensor.
- d. Operational settings and programming of the time clock. controller readlly
aceessﬂ)le on its face.
. - 2. Moisture sensors and ‘rain-sensors for overriding the operatlon of the mgatlon systern
. when it is raining or soﬂ m01sture is sufﬁcrent, in accordance with this chapter, and w1th a master

'contxol valve.. - - -
a. Ram—sensors sha.ll be attached to the system and set to tngger a.ﬁer 1/4 mch of

rainfall; and g
b. The rain-sensor must be posmoned inan elevated unobstructed and open area.
" 3. A shutoff valve, which can be operated automaucally or manually..

- 4. If connected to a pubhc water supply system, the system shall have an approved
backﬂow prevention device.. R 1

5.- A master contro} valve for multi-zone systems. ., Lo \

6. -A master battery backup to keep the system settings dunng power outages

E. Annual renewal turf irrigation pern‘uts Apphcatlons for renewal turf i ungaﬂon

.permtts shall include the followmg
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1 A certlﬁcatlon by an irrigation contractor licensed by the Town that the turfi 1m igation
system is operating to maximal efﬁmency w1th the above-descnbed components present and
operational; and : :

2. If applicable, proof of filling the cistern in the prior year with trucked—m water
itemizing the dates and gallons delivered, which proof can be requested by the Building
Department at any txme Failure to provxde proof when requested shall be grounds for demal of .
the permit. 3
3. Turf irrigation systems in the Near Shore & Pemnsular Overlay Zone which draw on
the aquifer shall include a copy of a chloride test of the irrigation system water pursuant toa
sample taken in the previous 60 days. The Town reserves the nght to deny a pemut if the. above .

test shows chlorides exceed 125 mg/l.
4. A pemnt fee in the amount estabhshed from time to time, by resolutlon of the Town

Board.
F. Any person sxgmng the above pernut certlﬁcatlons shall be a licensed irrigation

1

contractor
" 1. The following critetia must be met to obtam such a license:-

a. Have a hoine improvement contractor license;and. = -
b. Certify that all business personnel dealing with nngauon have lead and

understand the Town Code; and
¢. Submit mfonnauon as to the ﬁnanclal responsnbthty and charactet of the

apphcant _
. 2. The Bmldmg Inspector may suspend an lmgatlon contmctor hcense for up to ‘30 days

for an irrigation-operation violation, and may revoke the license for a year foran lllegal
installation or fraudulent certification violation.

- G. The Building Inspector may suspend an ungatlon penmt for up to 90 days asa
consequence of an frrigation violation. o SRRt
§ 82-6. Grandfathered Turf Irrigation Systems .

.A. This section applies only to grandfathered turf i lrngatlon systems - W

"B. Such'systems are not required to be fed by cistern,:but are reqwred to obtam and hold
a current Irrigation Permit.

.C. A grandfathered turf irrigation system may be replaced parually or entn'ely w1t1un the
existing irrigated area, so long as the replacement improves the efficiency of the system.

"~ D. A grandfathered turf irrigation system may not expand the area of i nngatton beyond

that area which was covered by the pre-1997 permit: -
E. The grandfathered turf irrigation system shall be converted to. operatlon w1th clsterns :

pursuant to the rules of new turf- systems under the following circumstances:
1. If the house on the property is reconstructed, as defined in.Chapter 129; or -
2. If the property owner allows.the irrigation. permit to lapse for more than two years

§82-7. New Turf irrigation systems
A. Anowner may obtain a new turf i irrigation system permit from the Bmlimg

Department only if the system is connected to an undergrcund 01stern, w1th a capaclty of at least

8,000 gallons. - |
~ B. Water sources for new turf 1rr1gat10n cisterns. S R L

1. New turf irrigation cisterns may be ﬁlled using: - ' |
a. Trucked-in water; ' -
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, b. Captured water from impermeable surfaces on the property, but only to. the
extent the impermeable surfaces used for capture do not exceed 10 percent of the square footage
of the property. - : _ o

2. Cisterns may not be filled by hose or well-water.
. C. Any new turf irrigation system that is filled with captured water from 1mpermeable
surfaces must include an overflow valve feeding to a drywell sized to accept excess runoff when
the cistern is full, pursuant to calculations submitted by the homeowners archrtect or engineer.

§82-8. Drip Irrigation requirements,
A. Drip irrigation systems shall only be used for non—turf 1rr1gat1on, or turf mgatlon for-

arcas not exceedmg 3,000 square feet. :

B. All drip irrigation systems shall meet the followmg minimum reqmrernents

1. The drip system shall not emit more than one gallon per hour per emrtter/lmeal foot |
with a maximum 1500 emitters; and : T O .

2. Thedupsystemmustbeaonatrmer and -

3. The drip system shall be prograrmned for no more tha.n one hour for any three day
period, per zone; and o

4, The drip system shall be covered wnth mulch o reduce evaporatron - ,

C. In the Near Shore Zone, any drip system w1th over 250 emitters shall meet the
following additional standards: .

1. Shall be equipped with a master valve trme cloclc and mmsture sensor and

2. Shall be fed only from a mstern as descnbed for turf irrigation systems and .

3. Require an irrigation pern:ut as descnbed for turf irrigation systems
§ 82-9. Irrigation system operation. P

A. Operation of turf irrigation systems shall be restricted as follows .

1. No irrigation system zone shall operate more frequently. than every thlrd day and only

durmgthehourtsbetweenS 00 p.m. and 9:00 am.
- 2. Irrigation zones may be watered for no. more than 45 mmutes per zone twwe a week,

within the time specified above. . . .
' 3. Irrigation is allowed to estabhsh new lawns or portxons of lawns for a penod of 30

days after planting, and may occur between 9:00 a. m. and 5:00 p. m. to allow the seed to

_germinate.
4. Irrigation is allowed to establish new plantmgs for a penod of 150 days only beiween

: SOOpm and 9:00 am.,

B. Operation of an Imgatmn Systems shall be as follows

1. No more than one hour per three day period per zone. .

C. To the extent possible, water dellvery trucks should park off the roadway when filling

cisterns.

§ 82-10. Exemptions -
A. All the exemptions below are subject to bemg suspended during a water emergency

declared by the Town Board. ‘
B. This Chapter is applicable to all property in the Town of Shelter Island, excludmg

property within the Village of Dering Harbor.
C. Golf course tees and greens, irrigated fairways: ex1st1ng as of 2003 shall be exempt

from the requirements of this Chapter.
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- D. Land used in agncultural productton shall be exempt from the reqmrements of thlS
Chapter
. E. Nurseries and garden centers are exempt from the requirements of this Chapter except
that they may not irrigate their stock between 10. a. m. and 3 p. m.
- F. Hand watering systems shall be exempt from the reqmrements of this Chapter
G. Although use of soaker hose is hlghly dlscouraged use of 1 up to 50 feet of soaker hose
is exempt from these regulations. '

§ 82-11. Enforcement; penalties for offenses
" A. Tt shall be the duty of the Building Inspector to admmlster and the duty of the

- Building Inspector and the Shelter Island Police Department to enforce the prov1srons of this -

Chapter.
B. Notice; penaltles
1. Whenever the Building Inspector or the Police Department has reasonable grounds to

believe that any irrigation system regulated under this Chapter is being operated on any real
propeérty in violation thereof, he or the Police Department shall either notify the owner/user of
'such'reel property in writing, by delivering such notice personally or by posting such notice ina -
* conspicuous place on any structure on the premises and sending a copy of the same by registered
mail to the address appearing on the real property tax roll or the res:dent wntact person or shall
serve a summons personally upon said owner and/or user. :
. 2. An offense against any provision of this Chapter shall be deemed a violation under the
" Penal Law of the State of New York, punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 and/or five days
in jail and revocation of any permit issued hereunder Each day such vmlauon contmues shall be
deemed a separate violation. o _
-3. The irrigation permit may be suspended or rcvoked as stated in 82-5
. § 82-12. Emergency rules authorized.
The Town Board shall determine that emergency oondltlons extst, potentlally creating a
" shortage of the normal water supply éither throughout the Town or irany paiticular‘area, the
Town Board may prescribe rules for the future regulation and restriction of the use of irrigation

7" systems and other consumptive water uses, and such rules shall have the force and eﬁ'ect of a

local law duly adopted.

§ 82-13. Severability. ' '
~ Inthe event that any portion of this Chapter is found by a court of competent Junsdlctmn

to be invalid, such decision shall not aﬂ‘ect the valldlty of the remammg portmns of thls Chapter -

§ 82 -14. Effective Date.
‘This Local Law shall take effect nnmedlately upon ﬁhng with the Secretary of State.
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applles to the filing of this Iocal law and
‘strike out that which is not applicable.)

1. '(Final adopticn by local legislative body only.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local iaw No. _ 2 of 2015 of
 the (Rxumpitiy)(Town)(dings) of _Shelter Island was duly passed by the
Town Board ‘ on _Fehrnary 13 20_]5 , in accordance with the applicable

-(Name of Legislative Sody) .
provisions of law.

2, (Passege by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repass'age"after disapproval by the Elective
Chief Executive Officer*.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, desugnated as local law No. . of20___ of
the {County)(City)}(Town)(Village) of . was duly passed by the
. on . 20_____, and was (approved){not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)

(repassed after disapproval} by the and was deemed duly adopted

(Efective Chief Executive Officer”)
on . : 'ZOD___l, in accordance w ith the applicable provisions of law.

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) ‘ _
| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as Iocal law No. i . of 20 of

the (County)(City)(Town)(Viliage) of was duly passed by the
. on. | , and was (approved){not approved)
" (Name of Legisfative Body) -- - .
20

(repassed after disapproval} by the ‘ oh
(Elec‘t.rve Chief Executive Offf cer')

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(penmssnve) referendum, and received the affirmative
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general){special)(annual) election held on

20 ~_, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and ﬁnal adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.)

| hereby certify that the local iaw annexed hereto, designated as local law No.. of 20 of
the (County)(City (T own)(Vlllage) of was duly passed by the

i on : - 20 , and was (approved)(not approved
(Name of Legislative Body) ‘ . : (app X PP ) .
(repassed after disapproval) by the on _ 20 _. Such local

(Elective Chief Execurtve Officer*)
law was subject to pen‘nlsswe referendum and ho valld petition requestlng such referendum was filed as of

20 ,-in accordance with the applicable provisions of law,

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of & county elécted on a county-wide basis or, if there
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or vnllage or the supervisor of a town where such officer is

vested with the power to approve or veto: Iocal laws or'ordinances.
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5. (Clty local Iaw concemmg ‘Charter revision proposed by. petition.)
i hereby certify that the local lTaw annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the City of ‘having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of

the Municipal Homie Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting
-thereon at the (special)(general) election held on : 20 , became operative.

6. (County local taw concerning adoption of Charter.) A
| hereby cedtify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No of 20 of
the County of- _State of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of

_November 20 , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having
received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the
qualified electars of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

(If'any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.)
| further certify that | have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same is a
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in

paragraph above. : . _ _ . .
! - . Clerk of the coun% !egisl%tivqfood'y, City, Town or Village Clerk or
officer designated by local legislative body
(Seal) ) Date: - February 17, 2015
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