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City of Lockport 

Local Law No. 5 ofthe year 2008 

A LOCAL LAW RELATIVE TO amending the Lockport Code Chapter 190 Zoning, Article X V I I Sign 
Regulations. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Common Council ofthe City of Lockport, New York, as follows: 

Legislative Intent. 

The intent of this chapter is to promote and protect the public health, welfare and safety by regulating 
existing and proposed signs of all kinds. It is Intended to protect property values, restrict visual blight 
and enhance the appearance of the community. It is further intended to reduce the hazards that may be 
caused by advertising obstructions and distractions. 

§ 190-123. Definitions. 

As used in this Article, the following terms have the meanings Indicated: 

ABANDONED SIGN —A sign that no longer con-ectly directs or exhorts a person, advertises a bona fide 
business, lessor, owner, product or activity conducted or product available on the premises where such 
sign is displayed. 

ACCESSORY SIGN — Any sign related to a business or profession conducted or to a commodity or service 
sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is located. 

A-FRAME SIGN - A portable sign of solid construction, connected at the top and angled down on either 
side in the shape of an "A," usually with advertisement on two sides; also called a "sandwich board 
sign." 

ADVERTISING SIGN — A sign which advertises goods, products or services only. It does not inciude 
identification of the location, owner or tenant providing the goods, product or service. 

ANIMATED SIGN — Any sign which includes action or motion. For purposes of this Article, this term does 
not refer to flashing, changing or indexing, all of which are separately defined. 

AREA OF SIGN — The area of the largest single face of the sign within a perimeter which forms the outside 
shape, including any frame, forms an integral part of the display, but excluding the necessary supports or 
uprights on which the sign may be placed. If the sign consists of more than one (1) section or module, all 
areas will be totaled. Any irregularly shaped sign's area shall be computed using the actual sign face surface. 
(See appendix I and II) 

(If additional space is needed, attach pages tiie same size as this sheet, and number each.) 
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AWNING SIGN - Advertising displayed on an overhanging structure supported with braces that attach to 
the main building and that projects over a walkway for weather protection. 

BACKGROUND AREA— The entire area of a sign on which copy could be placed, as opposed to the copy 
area, when referred to In connection with fascia or wall signs. 

BANNER SIGN — A temporary sign composed of lightweight material either enclosed or not enclosed in a 
rigid frame, secured or mounted so as to allow movement ofthe sign caused by movement ofthe 
atmosphere. 

BILLBOARD SIGN - A sign that exceeds 60 square feet in area, usually located alongside a roadway. 

BUILDING SIGN - A sign lettered to give the name of a building itself, as opposed to the name of occupants 
or services. 

BULLETIN BOARD - A sign erected by a religious or nonprofit organization to identify itself and 
announce anticipated programs and events. 

BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT - A mercantile building or portion thereof in which a business is 
conducted. 

BUSINESS SIGN — A sign that directs attention to a business or profession conducted or to a commodity, 
service or entertainment sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is located or to which it is affixed. 

CANOPY - A roof-like covering of metal or other rigid material, which extends from the wall of a building, 
protecting an entrance or loading dock. 

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN (MANUAL) — A sign on which copy is changed manually in the field, I.e. reader 
boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels. 

CHANGING SIGN (AUTOMATIC) — A sign such as an electronically or electrically controlled public-service 
time, temperature and date sign, message center or reader board, where different copy changes are shown 
on the same lamp bank. 

COMMERCIAL EVENT SALES - Activities conducted by existing and permitted commercial, retail and 
similar uses, located within the commercial and major arterial zones, which utilize space outside of an 
approved commercial/retail building, in the required yard space and/or parking facilities of such 
buildings. Such sales shall include but not be limited to sidewalk sales, tent sales, grand openings, 
going out of business sales, holiday sales and similar activities. 

COMMERCIAL SIGN DISTRICT - shall include the area of land described on the City of Lockport 
Zoning Map as Sections, B-1 Neighborhood Business District, 
Article VII of Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport Code; B-3 General Business District, Article IX of 
Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport Code; 1-1 Light Industrial District, Article XI of Chapter 190 of the 
City of Lockport Code; 1-2 Light Industrial District, Article XII of Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport 
Code and 1-3 Heavy Industrial District, Article Xlll of Chapter 190 ofthe City of Lockport Code. 

CONSTRUCTION SIGN - A temporary sign erected on the premises on which the construction is taking 
place, during the period of such construction, indicating the names of architects, engineers, landscape 
architects, contractors and similar artisans and the owners, financial supporters, sponsors and similar 
persons or firms having a role or interest with respect to the project. 

COORDINATED SIGN PLAN - Sign plan of like signs for multiple use developments (i.e. Strip plazas, 
multi-tenant business occupancies). 



COPY (PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY)— The wording on a sign surface, either In permanent 
or removable letter form. 

COPY AREA — The area in square feet of the smallest geometric figure which describes the area enclosed 
by the actual copy of a sign. For fascia signs, the "copy area" limits refer to the message, not to the 
illuminated background. (See appendix I and 11) 

DETACHED-SIGN~"freestanding sign" or "ground sign." 

DIGITAL SIGNS - Electronic displays that are installed in public places. 

DIRECTIONAL SIGN - A sign commonly associated with and limited to information and directions 
necessary and convenient for persons coming on the property, including signs marking entrances, 
parking areas, one-way driveways, rest rooms, pickup and delivery areas, drive-through ATM machines 
and hours of business. 

DIRECTLY ILLUMINATED SIGN—Any sign designed to provide artificial light either through exposed lighting 
on the sign face or through transparent or translucent material from a light source within the sign. 

DIRECTORY SIGN - A sign located on premises used to direct traffic to a business. Such signs shall 
be exempt from the permit requirements of this chapter but shall not exceed two square feet per side 
with a maximum of three (3) sides. 

DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT - shall Include the area of land described on the City of Lockport 
Zoning Map as Sections, B-2 Central Business District, Article VII of Chapter 190 ofthe City of Lockport 
Code and B-5 Business District, Article XA of Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport Code. 

ELECTRIC SIGN —Any sign containing electrical wiring which is attached or intended to be attached to 
an electrical energy source. 

EMBELLISHMENT— Letters, figures, characters or representations in cutouts or irregular forms or similar 
ornaments attached to or superimposed upon the sign. 

ENTERPRISE - any business activity having an address within the City of Lockport. 

ERECT - Includes build, construct, alter, display, relocate, attach, hang, place, suspend, affix or 
maintain any sign, and shall also include the painting of exterior wall signs. 

EXEMPT SIGNS — Signs exempted from normal permit requirements. 

FACE OF SIGN — The entire area of the sign on which copy could be placed (See appendix I and II). 

FASCIA SIGN or WALL SIGN — A sign attached to or erected against a wall of a building, with the face 
horizontally parallel to the building wall. 

FINISHED GRADE LEVEL - The natural surface of the ground or the surface of the ground after 
completion of any change in contour. 

FLASHING SIGN —Any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source or which includes the 
Illusion of Intermittent or flashing light by means of animation, or an externally mounted intermittent light 
source, Automatic changing signs such as public-service time, temperature and date signs or 
electronically controlled message centers are classified as "changing signs" not "flashing signs". 

FREESTANDING SIGN - Any sign not attached to or part of any building, but separate and permanently 
affixed by any other means in or upon the ground. 



GOVERNMENTAL SIGN - A sign erected and maintained pursuant to and In discharge of any 
governmental function or required by any general law, local law or governmental regulation. 

GROUND SIGN— A sign erected on a freestanding frame, mast or pole and not attached to any building, 
(See "detached sign" or "freestanding sign"). 

HEIGHT OF SIGN— The vertical distance measured from the adjacent street grade or upper suri'ace of 
the nearest street curb, other than an elevated roadway, which permits the greatest height ofthe highest 
point of said sign (See appendix II). 

HORIZONTAL SIGN - A sign placed on an existing signboard, the height of which is narrower than its 
width and projecting no more than six inches from the building structure. 

IDENTIFICATION SIGN— A sign that Is limited to the name, address and number of a building, institution 
or person and to the activity carried on in the building or institution orthe occupancy ofthe person. 

ILLUMINATED SIGN - Any sign lighted by electricity, gas or other artificial light. Including reflective or 
phosphorescent light. Such light, when permitted, shall conform to all requirements ofthe National 
Board of Fire Undenvrlters whether it be lit directly or indirectly. 

INCIDENTAL SIGN-A sign pertaining to goods, products, services or facilities which are available on 
the premises where the sign is located. 

INDEXING—Tuming and stopping action of the triangular vertical sections of a multi-prism sign designed to 
show three (3) messages in the same area. 

INDIRECTLY ILLUMINATED SIGN — Any sign which reflects light from a source intentionally directed upon 
it, for example, by means of floodlights, gooseneck reflectors or externally mounted fluorescent light fixtures. 

INDIVIDUAL LETTER SIGN — Any sign made of self-contained letters that are mounted on the face of a 
building or on top of or below a marquee. 

LIGHTING DEVICE - Any light, string of lights or group or movement of lights located or arranged so as 
to cast illuminated on and draw attention to a sign or to a person, activity or business. 

LINTEL— In this context, the line above the display windows and below transom windows, if any, on a store 
[usually approximately nine (.9) feet zero (0) Inches from grade]. 

LOGO - A distinctive identifying symbol adopted by a company, business establishment or other 
enterprise, which symbol effectively distinguishes the adopting entity from all other competing 
establishments of a similar nature. 

MAINTAIN — To permit a sign, structure or any part of each to continue or to repair or refurbish a sign, 
structure or any part of either. 

MAJOR ARTERIAL SIGN DISTRICT - shall include the area of land described on the City of Lockport 
Zoning Map as B-2 Central Business District, Article VII, of Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport Code 
and B-3 General Business District, Article IX, of Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport Code on South 
Transit Street only. 

MANSARD ROOF - That side of a roof having a double slope, the lower slope being much steeper, on 
all four sides. 

MARQUEE SIGN- A sign attached to the face of a marquee and not projecting above or beneath said 
marquee face. A marquee Is a permanent roof-like structure that projects from the wall of a building and 
may overhang the public way. 



MESSAGE - The wording or copy of a sign. 

MOBILE SIGN - A sign that can be transported to various locations. This definition shall Include signs 
on vehicles that may not be placed so as to act as a permanent sign and/or temporary sign. 

MONUMENT SIGN - A permanent sign of solid construction with architecturally complimentary pillars or 
posts supporting a sign/advertisement area between said posts or pillars. 

MULTI-PRISM SIGN— Signs made with a series of triangular vertical sections that turn and stop or 
index to show three (3) pictures or messages In the same area. 

NAMEPLATE — A non-electric sign identifying only the name and occupation or profession of the occupant of 
the premises on which the sign Is located. If any premises include more than one (1) occupant, "nameplate" 
refers to all names and occupations or professions as well as the name of the building and directional 
information. 

NEON WINDOW SIGN - A sign that incorporates Illumination through the use of neon-type gas or 
similar material. 

NONACCESSORY SIGN—Any sign unrelated to a business or profession conducted or to a commodity or 
service sold or offered upon the premises where such sign Is located. 

NONCONFORMING SIGN (LEGAL) — Any advertising structure or sign which when lawfully erected and 
maintained prior to such time as it came within the pun/iew of this Article and any amendments thereto, and 
which fails to conform to all applicable regulations and restrictions of this Article or a nonconfomning sign for 
which a special permit has been issued. 

NONELECTRIC SIGN — Any sign that does not contain electrical wiring or is not attached or intended to be 
attached to an electrical energy source. 

OFF-PREMISES SIGN (OFF-SITE SIGN) — A sign that advertises goods, products, sen/Ices or facilities or 
directs persons to a different location from where the sign is Installed. 

OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGN (OFF-SITE SIGN) — Outdoor advertising signs which advertise goods, 
products or services not sold on the premises on which the sign is located, are of three (3) main types: 

A. Poster panels or bulletins normally mounted on a building wall or freestanding structure with 
advertising copy in the form of pasted paper. 

B. Multi-prism signs, same as above, and alternating advertising messages on the one (1) 
display area. 

C. Painted bulletins, where the advertiser's message is painted directly on the background 
of a wall-mounted or freestanding display area. 

PENNANT - A length of fabric or similar material suspended from overhead upon which a message is 
Imprinted. 

PERMANENT SIGN - Any sign that is erected for the life of business activities at a given location for at 
least 60 days. 

PERMITTED BUILDING - Any building which has received a certificate of occupancy from the Building 
Department for its current use. 

PLAZA - Two or more retail businesses and/or commercial operations having one or more common 

5 



walls or utilizing the same parking area or areas, access ways or outdoor lighting systems. 

POLE SIGN - Any sign that is attached to a pole or similar structure that conforms with the construction 
and maintenance section of this chapter. 

POLITICAL SIGN - A temporary sign announcing or supporting one or more political candidates or 
issues in anticipation of any national, state or local election. 

PORCH - A structure attached to a building to shelter an entrance or to serve as a semi-enclosed 
space, usually roofed and general open-sided. It may be screened or glass-enclosed. 

PORTABLE SIGN —Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or building. 

PORTICO - A porch or covered walk consisting of a roof supported by columns. 

PRIMARY SIGN - Any sign related to a business or activity conducted or a commodity or service sold or 
offered for sale upon the premises where the sign Is located. The primary sign shall be the most 
predominantly featured for advertising purposes. Only one primary sign shall be allowed to be placed 
on any permitted building per business. 

PRIVATE SALE SIGN - A temporary sign advertising the sale of personal property at house sales, 
garage sales, rummage sales and the like. 

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE DISTRICT - shall Include the area of land described on the City of Lockport 
Zoning Map as Section B-4, Office Business District, Article IX of Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport 
Code. 

PROJECTING SIGN - A sign which is wholly dependent upon a building for support and which projects 
perpendicular more than twelve (12) Inches from such building. 

PUBLIC SERVICE INFORMATION SIGN - Any sign intended primarily to promote items of general interest to 
the community such as time, temperature and date, atmospheric conditions, news or traffic control, etc. 

REAL ESTATE OR PROPERTY FOR SALE, RENT OR LEASE SIGN — Any sign pertaining to the sale, 
lease or rental of land or buildings. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY - Any state, county or town owned land for the purposes of public transportation or 
county uses. 

ROOF - The cover of a building, including the roofing, and all other material and construction (such as 
supporting members) necessary to carry and maintain it on the walls or uprights. 

ROOF SIGN — Any sign erected upon, against or directly above a roof or on top of or above the parapet 
of a building. 

ROTATING SIGN — Any sign or portion of a sign which moves in a revolving or- similar manner, but not 
including multi-prism indexing signs. 

SEASONAL OR HOLIDAY SIGNS— Signs such as Christmas decorations or those used for a historic 
holiday and installed for a limited period of time. 

SECONDARY SIGN - An additional sign related to a business or activity conducted or commodity or 
service sold or offered for sale upon the premises where the sign is located. 

SIGN - Any identification, description, Illustration, device or other material or materials or part thereof, 
whether illuminated or not illuminated, upon which lettering or pictorial matter is placed for the display of 



any advertisement, announcement, notice, directional matter, name, picture, logo, insignia, graphic 
images, or designs whether painted, lettered or colored, which directs attention to a product, service, 
place, activity, person, institution, business or solicitation. 

SIGNBOARD - A board bearing a sign or notice; a single sign advertising one business enterprise, or 
multiple signs on a continuous signboard advertising more than one business enterprise at a location. 

SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE - An exterior computer programmable sign capable of displaying 
words, symbols, figures or picture images that can be altered or rearranged by remote or automatic 
means without altering the face or surface of the sign. Typically these signs utilize "LED" or (light 
emitting diodes), plasma or LCD technology to produce the character and graphics of the display. 
Electronic message sign types are further defined and subdivided into the following categories: 

OUTDOOR NUMERIC DISPLAY - An electronic message sign which singular function is only capable if 
displaying numbers and letters in a static mode only. 

SEMI-OUTDOOR - An electronic message sign located within the physical enclosure of a building 
structure but visible from the exterior. These signs are typically located under a building canopy or roof 
line, or behind a glazed storefront or window opening allowing exposure to outside public view. 

SIGN, TIME/TEMPERATURE DISPLAY - A sign that only displays time and/or temperature and can 
only operate for that specified purpose. 

SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE OPERATIONAL MODES - the operational modes applicable to 
electronic message signs are defined as follows: 

FADE - a mode of message transition on an electronic message sign accomplished by varying 
the light intensity, where the first message gradually reduces intensity to the point of not being 
legible and the subsequent message gradually increases intensity to the point of legibility. 

FRAME - a complete, static display on an electronic message sign. 

FRAME EFFECT - a visual effect on an electronic message display applied to a single frame to 
attract the attention of viewers. 

FREQUENCY/TRANSITION - a visual effect used on an electronic message display to change 
from one message or display to another. 

MULTIMEDIA DISPLAY - visual display or advertisement achieved through the means of 
changeable photographic of video imaging. 

SCROLL/TRAVEL - a mode of message transition on an electronic message sign where the 
message appears to move vertically or horizontally across the display surface. 

STATIC DIGITAL DISPLAY - A stationary operational mode in which the image displayed has no 
movement and remains static for a period of time exceeding twenty seconds. 

SIGN FACE AREA - The entire area within the single, continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits 
of wnting, representation, emblem or any figure or similar character, together with any material or color 
forming an integral part ofthe display or used to differentiate such sign from the background against 
which it is placed. 

SIGN PLAN - A diagram or drawing, prepared to scale, showing the sign and its placement upon the 
building or property. 

SIGN STICKER - A sticker affixed either to the face or the channel of a sign visible from the street denoting the 
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name of the manufacturer or designated servicing company for the purpose of Identification by city officials in a 
practical manner. 

SIGN STRUCTURE — Any sign other than a business, non-accessory, identification sign, including but 
not limited to traffic signs. 

SILL - The horizontal bottom member of a window frame or other frame. 

SPECIAL EVENT - Community-wide events not othenwise associated with a commercial entity. Such 
activities shall include but not be limited to craft fairs, trade shows, circus or carnival events, holiday or 
seasonal events, parades, demonstrations and other similar community-side attractions/events. 

SPECIALITY SIGN - A sign not othenwise defined in this chapter requiring review and approval by the 
Planning Board. 

SUBSIGN - On a sign advertising more than one enterprise, that portion dedicated to any single 
enterprise. 

SWINGING SIGN — A sign installed on an arm or spar that Is not, in addition, permanently fastened to 
an adjacent wall or upright pole. 

TEMPORARY SIGN - A sign which is designed to announce a special event or activity, erected on any 
premises and which is intended to be removed upon the conclusion ofthe special event or activity. 

TEMPORARY WINDOW OR BUILDING SIGN — A sign painted on the interior of a window or constructed 
of paper, cloth or other like material and attached to the interior side of a window or displayed on the 
exterior of a building wail In order to direct the attention of persons outside the building to a sale of 
merchandise or a change in the status ofthe business. 

TRADEMARK - A device pointing distinctively to the origin or ownership of merchandise to which it is 
applied and legally reserved to the exclusive use of the owner as marker or seller. 

UNDER-CANOPY OR MARQUEE SIGN—A sign suspended below the ceiling or roof of a canopy or 
marquee. 

UNLAWFUL SIGN— A sign which contravenes this Article or which the Administrator may declare unlawful 
if It becomes dangerous to public safety by reason of dilapidation or abandonment or a nonconforming 
sign for which a permit required under a previous code was not obtained. 

VEHICLE SIGN - A sign on a vehicle not customarily and regularly used to transport persons or 
properties. 

WALL SIGN OR FASCIA SIGN — A sign attached to or erected against the wall of a building with the 
face In a parallel plane to the plane ofthe building wall. 

WALL - A structure that serves to enclose or subdivide a building, usually presenting a continuous 
surface except where penetrated by doors, windows and the like; also, a work or structure of stone, 
brick or other material and intended for security or to be a solid or permanent fence to enclose a side or 
sides of property. 

WARNING SIGN - Signs limited to messages of warning, danger or caution. 

WINDOW GLASS AREA - The total glass area of the window located on the same building side and 
floor as the window sign, excluding any glass within a door frame and any glass not parallel to the 
property line. 
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WINDOW SIGN - A non-structural sign affixed to or painted on the glass or interior apart from the glass 
in such a manner as to be legible from the exterior of a window or door or any other sign Inside the 
building containing a message legible from the public right-of-way or adjacent property clearly Intended 
for public recognition outside the building. 

§ 190-124. Permit required; Indemnification; inspections; maintenance. 

A. Permit required. Except as othenwise provided in this Article, it shall be unlavirful for any person 
to erect, construct, enlarge, move or convert any sign in the city, or cause the same to be done, without first 
obtaining a sign permit for each such sign from the Code Administrator as required by this Article. These 
directives shall not be construed to require any permit for a change of copy on any changeable copy 
sign, nor for the repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance or repair of a sign or sign structure for 
which a permit has previously been issued, so long as the sign or sign structure Is not modified In any way. 
No new permit is required for signs which have permits and which conform with the requirements of this 
Article on the date of its adoption unless and until the sign is altered or relocated. 

8. Indemnification for sign installation and maintenance. All persons engaged in the business of 
installing or maintaining signs which involves. In whole or part, the erection, alteration, relocation or 
maintenance of a sign or other sign work in or over or Immediately adjacent to a public right-of-way or 
public property so that a portion of the public right-of-way or public property is used or encroached upon, 
and the sign installer, shall agree to hold harmless and indemnify the city, its officers, agents and 
employees from any and ail claims of negligence resulting from the erection, alteration, relocation, 
maintenance of a sign or other sign work insofar as this Article has not specifically directed the placement 
of a sign. 

Insurance. Security shall be made in a manner and amount satisfactory to the Common Council, in the 
event that the sign will project over or above any public walkway, driveway or road, to protect the City of 
Lockport from any and all claims for damages or injuries caused to persons or property by such sign. 
Minimum liability to be $1,000.000.00 with the City of Lockport to be named as additional insured. 

C. Inspections. 

(1) The person erecting, altering or relocating a sign shall notify the Code Administrator upon 
completion of the work for which permits are required 

(2) All freestanding signs shall be subject to inspection by the Code Administrator 

D. Maintenance. Every sign in the city, including but not limited to those signs for which permits or 
for which no permits or̂  permit fees are required, shall be maintained in good structural condition at all times 
The Code Administrator shall inspect and have the authority to order-the painting, repair, alteration or 
removal of signs which become dilapidated or are abandoned or which constitute a physical hazard to the 
public safety. 

E. Signs declared unlawful. The Code Administrator may declare any sign unlawful if It endangers 
public safety by reasons of Inadequate maintenance, dilapidation or abandonment Any such declaration 
shall state the reasons of the Code Administrator for stating that the sign constitutes a safety hazard to the 
general public. Any sign owned, kept, displayed or maintained by any person within the city, the ownership, 
keeping or display of which is unlawful, pursuant to the provisions of this Article, Is hereby declared to be in 
violation of this Article The Code Administrator may declare any such sign to be unlawful, and such 
declaration shall state in writing the reason or reasons why such sign and the keeping, owning, 
maintenance, constnjction and display or operation thereof is unlawful under" the terms of this Article. 

§ 190-125. Location of signs. 

A. All permanent signs within the City of Lockport must maintain a setback as determined by 
applicable district. 



B. No sign shall project Into the public right-of-way nor be placed, painted or drawn upon trees, 
utility poles, light poles or standards. 

§ 190-126. Application, Issuance and revocation of permit 

Application for the permit shall be made In writing, in duplicate, upon forms prescribed and provided by the Code 
Administrator and shall contain the following information: 

A. The name, address and telephone number ofthe applicant. 

B. Every application for a sign permit shall be accompanied by plans to scale with colors showing the 
dimensions ofthe sign, the structure supporting the sign, the position ofthe sign in relation to nearby 
buildings or structures, the location of the building structure or lot to which or upon which the sign is to be 
attached or erected, the method of illumination, If any, and such other information including landscaping as 
the Department of Building Inspection shall require to show full compliance with this and all other laws and 
ordinances ofthe City of Lockport. 

C. Written consent of the owner of the building, structure or iand to which or on which the sign is to 
be erected in the event that the applicant Is not the owner thereof. 

D. A copy of any required or necessary electrical permit issued for said sign or a copy of the 
application thereof 

E. It shall be the duty ofthe Code Administrator, upon the filing of an application for a permit to erect a 
sign, upon Planning Board approval, to examine such plans, specifications and other data submitted to 
him with the application and, If necessary, the building or- premises upon which It is proposed to erect the 
sign or other advertising structure. If it shail appear that the proposed sign is in compliance with all the 
requirements of this chapter and other laws and ordinances of the City of Lockport, he shall then, within 
fourteen (14) days, issue a permit for the erection ofthe proposed sign. If the sign authorized under any 
such permit has not been completed within six (6) months from the date of Issuance of such permit, the 
permit shall become null and void but may be renewed within thirty (30) days from the expiration thereof, 
for good cause shown upon payment of an additional fee often dollars ($10,), Every sign shall bear the permit 
number and the name of the permit holder and/or the owner of the land upon which the sig n Is erected, 
prominently and permanently affixed on the face thereof. Failure to so affix the permit number and 
necessary names shall constitute cause for revocation ofthe permit by the Code Administrator In addition to 
any other penalties or remedies provided in the chapter. 

F. No sign, whether new or existing, shall hereafter be erected or altered except in conformity with the 
provisions of this chapter. However, notwithstanding any provisions contained herein, the sign must be 
kept clean, neatly painted and free from al! hazards, such as but not limited to faulty wiring and loose 
fastenings, and must be maintained at all times in such safe condition so as not to be detrimental to the 
public health or safety. In the event of a violation of any ofthe foregoing provisions, the Code 
Administrator shall give written or personal notice, specifying the violation, to the named owner of the sign 
and the named owner of the land upon which the sign is erected, sent to the address as stated In the 
application for the sign permit, to conform or remove such sign. The sign shall thereupon be made to 
conform by the owner of the sign and the owner of the land within thirty (30) days from the date of said 
notice. In the event that such sign shall not be made to conform within thirty (30) days, the Code 
Administrator shall thereupon revoke the permit and such sign shall be removed by the named owner of 
the sign and/or the named owner of the land. 

§190-127. Removal of certain signs. 
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A. Any sign existing on or after the effective date of this chapter which no longer advertises 
an existing business conducted or product sold on the premises shall be removed by the owner 
of the premises upon which said sign is located after written notice has been provided herein. 
The Code Administrator, upon determining that any such sign exists, shall notify the owner of the 
premises in writing to remove said sign within thirty (30) days from the date of such notice. Upon 
failure to comply with such notice within the prescribed time, the Code Administrator is hereby 
authorized to remove or cause removal of such sign and shall assess all costs and expenses incunred in 
said removal against the land or building on which such sign is located. (Note: An existing contract 
between the owner of the land and the owner of signs or billboards may have restricted or limited 
responsibility of the owner of the land for removal of the sign.) 

B. If the Code Administrator shall find that any sign regulated by this chapter is unsafe or insecure 
or Is a menace to the public, he shall give written notice to the named owner ofthe sign and the named 
owner ofthe land upon which the sign Is erected, who shall remove or repair said sign within five (5) 
days from the date of said notice, tf said sign is not removed or repaired, the Code Administrator shall 
revoke the permit issued for such sign as herein provided and may remove or repair said sign and shall 
assess ail costs and expenses incun-ed in said removal or repair against the land or building on which 
such sign was located. The Code Administrator may cause any sign which is a source of immediate 
peril to persons or property to be removed summarily and without notice. In cases of emergency, the 
Code Administrator may cause the immediate removal of a dangerous or defective sign without notice 
Any sign removed by the Code Administrator shall become the property ofthe city and may be disposed 
of in any manner deemed appropriate by the city, The cost of removal ofthe sign by the city shall be 
considered a debt owed to the city by the owner of the sign and the owner of the property and may be 
recovered in an appropriate court action by the city or by assessment against the property The cost of 
removal shall include any and all Incidental expense incurred by the city in connection with the sign 
removal. 

C. Temporary signs will be granted three (3) days for removal after notice is received by the 
business or land owner. 

§ 190-128. Multiple residence or apartment developments. 

A. For multiple residences or apartment developments, one sign advertising availability of 
residential units will be permitted not to exceed four square feet. 

B. One freestanding sign, not to exceed 20 square feet in area, that identifies the apartment 
complex or multiple-family residence will be allowed. 

§190-129. Public utility signs. 

Signs necessary for the identification, operation or production of a public utility, not exceeding 32 
square feet, may be erected on the premises of such public utility. 

§190-130. Residential and community service signs. 

A. One sign not exceeding four square feet shall be permitted for residences with an 
approved business or professional activity conducted on premises with the exclusion of home 
occupations. 

B. Social, civic or societies may erect on such premises one freestanding sign not to 
exceed 16 square feet. 

C. Community institutions such as places of worship, libraries, museums or schools (public 
and private) may erect on such premises one freestanding sign not exceeding 32 square feet. 
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D. Recreational areas, golf clubs and ski areas as permitted by this Zoning Ordinance, shall 
be permitted one freestanding sign not exceeding 32 square feet. 

§190-131. Number of signs. 

Any business establishment within a commercial zone may have both a wall sign and/or a 
freestanding sign. Said business may also have a temporary sign after an application is 
submitted to and approved by the Department of Building Inspection. Plaza and shopping mall 
signs shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Board before they are constructed as per 
Coordinated Sign Plan (see §190-138) 

§ 190-132. Loss of legal non-conforming status. 

A legal nonconforming designation Is lost If: 

A. The sign Is altered in any way In structure or copy (except for changeable copy signs and 
normal maintenance) which tends to or makes the sign less in compliance with the requirements 
of this Code than it was before the alteration,. 

B. The sign is relocated to a position making it less In compliance with the requirements of this 
Code. 

§190-133. Prohibited Signs 

All signs not expressly permitted or exempt from regulation under this Section are prohibited in 
all districts. Such signs include but are not limited to; 

A. Banners, posters, pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners or other similar moving, 
fluttering or revolving devices or strings of lights are prohibited. 

B. Rotating or revolving signs 

C. Beacons 

D. Signage on motor vehicles that: 

(1) are Inoperable; or 
(2) do not display a current vehicle Inspection sticker or license plate; or 
(3) are not principally used as a mode of transportation for business 

purposes; or 
(4) are conspicuously parked or located on a lot or public right-of-way for 24 

hours. 

E. Signs, as regulated by this Ordinance, used to attract attention to an object, product, 
place, activity, institution, organization or business not available or located on the premises 
where the sign is located. 

F. Sign advertising or identifying a business which is no longer operating. 

G. Roof signs placed, Inscribed or supported upon or above the highest part of the roof line 
except such directional devices as may be required by the FAA. 

H. Signs that create a traffic hazard by obstructing the view at any street intersection or by 
design resemblance through color, shape or other characteristics common to traffic control 
devices. 
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I. Signs that encroach Into the clear sight tnangle; and (see appendix III) 

J. Signs in the public right-of-way or on other public property. 

K. Miscellaneous signs and posters. The tracking, pasting or otherwise affixing of signs of a 
miscellaneous character, visible from a public way, located on the walls of buildings, barns or 
sheds or on trees, poles, posts, fences or other structures is prohibited unless othenwlse 
permitted by this Article. 

L. A-frame or sandwich board, sidewalk or curb signs are prohibited except as set forth in § 
190-142, Temporary signs and Section 190-135(0). 

M. Unclassified signs. The following signs are also prohibited. Those which: 

(1) Bear or contain statements, words or pictures of an obscene, pornographic or 
immoral character or which contain advertising matter which Is untruthful. 

(2) Purport to be, or are an imitation of, or resemble an official traffic sign or signal or which 
bear the words "stop," "go slow," "caution," "waming" or similar words. 

§190-134. Permitted signs. 

Signs may be erected and maintained only when in compliance with the following provisions and upon 
approval ofthe Planning Board: 

Signs in residential districts. The following types of non-advertlsing signs are permitted in all R 
Residential Districts, as follows, 

Nameplates and identification signs. 

Signs indicating the name or address ofthe occupant, provided that they shall be not larger 
than sixty (60) square Inches in area Only one (I) such sign per dwelling unit shall be 
permitted, except in the case of corner lots where two (2) such signs [one (1) facing each 
street] shall be permitted for each dwelling unit. 

§190-135. Off-premises and billboard signs. 

A. The City of Lockport will allow off-premises signs without a permit that are associated 
with community activities or any not-for-profit activity directing the public to such activity, 
provided that they do not exceed eight (8) square feet in area. These signs will be permitted a 
maximum of 15 days and shall be removed within three (3) days after the event. 

B. Any freestanding sign over 60 square feet will not be permitted in any place within the 
City of Lockport except in shopping plazas as approved by the Planning Board. 

C. Permanent A-Frame signs shail not exceed 8 s.f. Said signs shall be a maximum of 4' 
high and a maximum of 3' in width and may be located in the City right-of-way at the sole 
discretion ofthe Department of Building Inspection subject to the indemnification and insurance 
certificate. Said signs shall be put out in the morning in front of the place of business and taken 
in at night. A permit is needed for a permanent A-frame sign. 

§190-136. Secondary building signs 

The secondary sign shall be subordinate to the primary sign and located at the rear or side of 
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the building on site. Secondary signs shail only be allowed In instances where a second side of 
a permitted building faces a public parking lot, street, highway or access. Only one secondary 
sign is allowed per business that has a public parking lot, street, highway or access. 

A. On commercial buildings with rear or side orientation to a plaza or mail parking lot or any 
other public access area, a rear or side faced sign shall be allowed with the name of the 
business and their logo only. Such signs must meet the dimensional requirements of this 
chapter. 

B. The secondary signs must be removable and mounted flat against the rear or side of the 
building. Painting on the building is prohibited. 

C. Dimensional requirements for secondary signs shail be Vi the square footage of the 
approved primary sign (Exception: businesses that have street frontage on more than one side). 

§190-137. Downtown Business District: (per map) 

A. Temporary signs in this district shall not exceed eight square feet in area per side. Said 
signs must be no more than 4' from the building and can only be used during business hours. 
One said sign will be allowed per tenant in a piaza containing more than one commercial entity. 
No sign shall be permitted in any roadside right-of-way. Temporary signs to be approved by the 
Building Inspection Department for 15 days per calendar year. Applicant may apply to the 
Planning Board for an additional 15 days per calendar year. Said sign shall not Inhibit 
pedestrian flow of traffic. Freestanding or portable,changeable copy signs are not permitted in 
this district. 

B. A building sign in this sign district must be made of complimentary material and 
architectural form to the building on which It is going to be attached. 

C. Ail sign applications made within this sign district shall be subject to review by the 
Planning Board. 

D. Permanent freestanding signs can be no larger than 24 square feet in area. Any 
freestanding sign shall be located a minimum of 10' from any adjoining property line and may be 
no higher than 10' from average grade. 

E. Awning signs or projecting signs under 16 square feet may be allowed after review by the 
Planning Board and after all conditions of projecting wall signs are met. 

F. Colors. Preference will be given to the following pre-approved list of colors (exceptions: 
Nationally recognized logos/trademarks or at the discretion ofthe Planning Board): 

(1) Signage: 

(a) Burgundy - Pantone #7421 
(b) Hunter green - Pantone #343 
(c) Black - Pantone 
(d) Blue - Pantone #295C 
(e) White - (black lettering Is preferable) 
(f) Bronze - Pantone #313 

(2) Lettering: 

(a) Ivory 
(b) White 
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(c) Black 
(d) Gray - Pantone #4280 
(e) Gold - Pantone #871 or Gold Leaf 

G. Any other area of the City of Lockport not specifically defined above shall be treated at 
the discretion ofthe Planning Board and in accordance with the surrounding or existing 
neighborhood. 

§190-138. Coordinated Sign Plan 

A. Coordinated Sign Plans shall be required for all existing and newly proposed multiple unit 
developments. No sign shall be approved for any multi-unit development without a Coordinated 
Sign Plan being pre-approved by the Planning Board. 

B. The purpose of this Plan is to detail the standards for uniformity which the development 
proposes to live up to and to state the manner in which the design criteria and standards for 
uniform sign set forth in this Section shall be met. 

C. Building permits for signs for individual businesses within the development (and therefore 
subject to the Coordinated Sign Plan) shail be approved by the Building Inspection Department 
following Coordinated Sign Plan approvai. 

D. All signs shall conform to the approved Coordinated Sign Plan on file with the City. It 
shall be the responsibility of the owner of the development to ascertain that the most updated 
version is on file for purposes of this Ordinance. 

§190-139. Commercial Sign District: (per map) 

A. Temporary signs in this district shall not exceed eight square feet in area per side. One 
said sign wiil be allowed per tenant in a plaza containing more than one commercial entity. No 
sign shall be permitted in any roadside right-of-way. Temporary signs to be approved by the 
Building Inspection Department for 15 days per calendar year. Applicant may apply to the 
Planning Board for an additional 15 days per calendar year. Said sign shall not inhibit 
pedestrian flow of traffic 

B. Any business within said sign district can have a freestanding sign that is architecturally 
complimentary to the building it Is representing. Monument signs shall not exceed 32 square 
feet in area. 

C. All signs must be set back a minimum of 5' from any roadside right-of-way and 10' from a 
side yard lot line. 

D. Any freestanding sign shall not exceed 12' In height. No sign may be located so as to 
create visual obstruction or distraction. 

§190-140. Professional Office District: (per map) 

A. Temporary signs in this district shall not exceed eight square feet in area per side. One 
said sign will be allowed per tenant in a plaza containing more than one professional entity. No 
sign shall be permitted in any roadside right-of-way. Temporary signs to be approved by the 
Building Inspection Department for 15 days per calendar year. Applicant may apply to the 
Planning Board for an additional 15 days per calendar year. Said sign shall not Inhibit 
pedestrian flow of traffic 

B. Any business within said sign district can have a freestanding sign that Is architecturally 
complimentary to the building It is representing. Monument signs shall not exceed 15 square 
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feet per side. 

C. All signs must be set back a minimum of 5' from any roadside right-of-way and 10' from a 
side yard lot line. 

D. Any freestanding sign shall not exceed 6' to top of sign without a planter and 8' to top of 
sign with a planter in height. No sign may be located so as to create visual obstruction or 
distraction. 

§190-141. Major Arterial Sign District: (per map) 

A. Temporary signs in this district shall not exceed 32 square feet in area per side. One 
said sign will be allowed per tenant In a plaza containing more than one commercial entity. No 
sign shall be permitted in any roadside right-of-way. Temporary signs to be approved by the 
Building Inspection Department for 15 days per calendar year. Applicant may apply to the 
Planning Board for an additional 15 days per calendar year. Said sign shall not Inhibit 
pedestrian flow of traffic. 

B. One freestanding sign shall be permitted on any parcel. The total area for a freestanding 
sign shall not exceed 80 square feet per side. A single freestanding sign may be used to identify 
more than one on-premises establishment. 

C. A single-owner automobile dealership with multiple national franchises operating on an 
Individual parcel may have additional freestanding signs. One sign per each 300 linear feet of 
frontage along the principal facade ofthe automotive dealership may be erected. 

D. No freestanding sign shall exceed 20' in height. No freestanding signs shall project over 
the City right-of-way and must have a minimum clearance of 8'. 

§ 190-142. Canopy signs and awnings. 

A. Canopy signs shall be subject to the following conditions: 

(1) Subject to a minimum height limit of nine (9) feet from the sidewalk, copy may be 
installed above or on the face of the canopy proper, provided that when such sign is 
installed above or on the canopy proper, the copy area will be computed on the 
total of the sign face and the canopy apron proper, Signs attached to the underside 
ofthe canopy shall have a copy area the size of that sign plus the size ofthe sign 
on the canopy which shall not exceed the total permitted signage for that district, 
subject to a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet from the sidewalk, (see appendix IN) 

(2) No portion of a canopy sign can be closer than two (2) feet to a vertical line from the 
curb face. 

(3) On places of public entertainment, such as theaters, arenas, meeting halls, etc., 
the copy area allowance will be five (5) square feet per linear foot of canopy with a 
maximum total height limit of no more than six (6) feet at any point. 

(4) A freestanding ground sign supported by a sign structure which is embedded In the 
ground and independent of a canopy for stnjctural support may project above and over 
a canopy. A freestanding ground sign which projects over a canopy shall comply with all 
other applicable regulations of this Article. 

B. Signs on awnings, consisting of one (1) line of letters or an Identification emblem, initials, 
insignia or other features may be painted, placed or installed upon the hanging border or end of any 
awning. 
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§ 190-143. Other permitted signs. 

Other signs are permitted as follows: 

A. Up to two (2) incidental signs may be attached to a freestanding sign structure or to a 
building wall, but may not be attached perpendicular to the wail. Such signs are restricted to hours 
of operation, credlit cards accepted, official notices of services required by law, or trade affiliations. 
The area of each sign may not exceed four (4) square feet; the total area of all such signs may not 
exceed eight (8) square feet and no sign shall exceed 2 lineal feet In any direction. 

B. Temporary signs. 

(1) The Department of Building Inspection shall grant fifteen (15) day permits for all 
temporary signs which conform to the dimensional, locational, aesthetics and 
construction requirements as herein stated. An additional fifteen (15) days may 
be extended by the Planning Board at their discretion. Any permanent sign 
application may be referred to the Planning Board for review. Any sign that varies 
from the strict application ofthe dimension, location, aesthetics or construction 
requirements of this chapter shall be referred to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
review and final decision. 

(2) A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.) shall be paid upon the issuance of a permit for 
such sign, and a deposit of one hundred dollars ($100.) shall be deposited with the 
Building Inspector to insure the removal of such sign at the expiration ofthe permit,, 
The Building Inspector, after ten (10) days' written notice to the permit holder to 
remove such sign, and after the failure of the permit holder to do so, shall cause said 
sign to be removed, and the cash deposit shall be forfeited to help defray the cost of 
the removal, [Amended 3-15-1993] 

(a) Temporary signs are allowed within all sign districts with a permit from the 
Department of Building Inspection. Temporary signs may be a maximum of 32 
square feet in area. Banners or signs constructed of a fabric material are allowed If 
securely fastened to a permanent surface or sign structure. 

(b) Portable "A" frame signs shall not exceed eight square feet in area per side. 
Said signs shall be no higher than 4', no wide than 3' and must meet locational 
requirements as stated In this Article. 

(c) All other temporary signs may be permitted if dimensional, locational and 
construction requirements are met for the district that applies. This will include 
temporary plastic wire signs. Said signs will be granted a time limit of 15 days plus an 
additional 15 days if approved bythe Planning Board. 

(d) No other temporary signs can be utilized by a business with an approved "A" 
frame sign. 

C. This section shall not apply where the subject matter of the sign Is covered under § 153-1 of 
this Code (Political Sign Ordinance). 

D. Development signs. 

(1) Signs advertising the sale or development ofthe premises upon which they are 
erected, when erected in connection with the development ofthe premises by a builder, 
contractor, developer or other persons interested in such sale or development may be 
erected and maintained, provided that 
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(a) The size of any sign is not in excess of thirty-two (32) square feet. 

(b) Any such sign shall be removed by the developer within thirty (30) days of the 
final sale. 

(2) Such sign or signs shall require review by the Planning Board if they remain up 
on the same property for a period exceeding one (1) year-. At that time, the Planning Board 
may extend the time the sign can remain standing or require immediate removal. 

E. Artisans signs. Signs of roofers, painters and other artisans may be erected and 
maintained during the period that such persons are performing work on the premises on which such 
signs are erected, provided that: 

(1) The size thereof is not in excess of four (4) square feet 
(2) Such signs are removed promptly upon completion of the work 

F. Special event signs. 

(1) Temporary signs may be permitted In conjunction with a special event permit as 
issued and may be permitted for a period not to exceed 15 days in conjunction with the 
Rules within each Sign District. 

(2) Temporary signs announcing the event must be freestanding and located so as 
not to create a visual obstruction and may not be attached to utility poles, street signs, 
trees or existing structures in the right-of-way. 

(3) Not-for-profit, charitable, civic and similar organizations that do not have a 
permanent sign may be permitted to place a temporary sign for a special event for a 
period of 15 days without a permit, provided that they meet the restrictions in this Article. 

G. Commercial event sales. Signs for a commercial event sale must be approved through 
the Department of Building Inspection. Decisions against any sign permit may be appealed to 
the Planning Board. Temporary sign fees apply for these events. 

§ 190-144. Construction specifications. 

A. All signs shall comply with the following provisions and the additional construction 
standards hereinafter set forth in this section. 

B. Construction of signs, auxiliary specifications. 

(1) Obstruction to exits. No sign shall be erected, constructed or maintained so as to 
obstruct any fire escape, required exit, window or door opening used as a means of egress. 

(2) Obstruction to ventilation. No sign shall be attached in any form, shape or manner 
which will interfere with any opening required for ventilation, except that such signs may be 
erected in front of and may cover transom windows when not In violation of the provisions 
ofthe Building or Fire Prevention Codes. 

(3) Clearance from high-voltage power lines. Signs shall be located in such a way that 
they maintain horizontal and vertical clearance of all overhead electrical conductors in 
accordance with the National Electrical Code specifications, depending on voltages 
concerned. However, In no case shall a sign be Installed closer than twenty-four (24) 
Inches horizontally or vertically from any conductor or public utility guy wire. 
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(4) Drainage. The roofs of all marquees shall be properiy guttered and drained. 

C. Windloads. 

(1) All signs, except those attached flat against the wall of a building, shall be 
constructed to withstand wind loads as follows: 

(a) For solid signs: thirty (30) pounds per square foot on one (1) face ofthe sign. 

(b) For skeleton signs: thirty-six (36) pounds per square foot of the total face 
area of the letters and other sign surfaces or ten (10) pounds per square 
foot of the gross area of the sign as determined by the overall dimensions 
of the sign, whichever Is greater. 

(2) Note: The wind loadings quoted above are normal averages and must be 
adjusted for areas subject to unusually high-velocity winds, for signs of extraordinary 
height or for certain wind-tunneling effects created by large buildings. 

D. Construction standards and maintenance. 

(1) General provisions. 

(a) All signs shall comply with applicable regulations of the New York State 
Building Code. 

(b) All electrical signs shall be constructed in accordance with the standards 
of the National Electric Code or other applicable code. 

(c) All freestanding signs exceeding 32 square feet shall be designed and 
constructed with stamped engineered drawings which shall be submitted with 
application. 

(d) All signs, including wall mounted signs, shall be securely anchored and 
shall not swing or move in any manner. 

(e) All signs, sign finishes, supports and electrical work shall be kept clean, 
neatly painted and free from all hazards, such as but not limited to faulty wiring 
and loose supports, braces and anchors. 

(f) All signs shall be maintained in a condition that will enhance or maintain 
the aesthetic quality ofthe surrounding neighborhood. 

(g) All signs must be installed by a contractor licensed to do business in the 
City of Lockport or owner with Insurance to cover sign installation pursuant to 
Article XII ofthe Building Construction Ordinance. 

E. Signs not to constitute traffic hazards. 

(1) No sign shall be erected or maintained in a manner so as to obstruct free and 
clear vision or distract the attention of the driver of any vehicle by reason of position, 
shape or color thereof. Sign shall not be placed In the "30' triangle" as per diagram 
annexed hereto "Sight Triangle" (See appendix 111) 

(2) No sign shall be erected or maintained that could be confused as a traffic sign, 
signal or controlling device. 
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F. Mirror or fluorescence. No sign shall in its construction employ any mirror or mirroriike 
surface nor any Day-Glow or other fluorescent paint or pigment. 

G. Wall sign (see appendix I &II) Standards: 

(1) A wall sign shall not project above or beyond the ends of the building or its 
parapet or at the highest point of the roof, whichever is higher. 

(2) On a multi-occupancy building, each occupant with an outside entrance serving 
the general public may have a separate wall sign. Corner tenants with a second outside 
entrance in a side wall shall be allowed one additional wall sign. 

(3) A wall sign may be used in connection with a roadside stand to advertise the sale 
of produce. The sign shall be removed when the stand Is not open for business. 

(a) Wall signs shall not extend more than 8 inches from the face of the 
buildings to which attached except for some electrical wall signs which are 
allowed 14 inches. Projecting wall signs or awning signs will be permitted that do 
not exceed 16 square feet per side and that meet all other requirements of this 
chapter. 

(b) One wall sign per establishment shall be permitted unless that 
establishment has street frontage on more than one side, in which case one wall 
sign will be permitted on each side of the structure that has frontage. Additional 
signs must meet secondary sign requirements as stated in §190-136. 

(c) The total area for wall signs shall not exceed the lesser of 15% ofthe total 
area ofthe one building facade upon which the sign is placed or 100 square feet. 

(d) A single wall sign may be used to Identify more than one on-premises 
establishment, such as a sign directory. For buildings with multiple tenants 
having store fronts only, the facade rented by the tenant shall be considered as 
wall area for a sign. 

H. Marquee Sign Standards 

(1) no more than one marquee sign shall be permitted for each building frontage that 
includes an entrance serving the general public. 

(2) such sign shall not extend beyond the top or sides of the building. 

(3) Such sign shall not be oriented toward any residential district 

(4) Such signs shall not project into any adjacent right-of-way, unless approved by 
the appropriate federal, state, county, or local highway official. 

(5) The bottom of such signs shall be a minimum of eight feet above the walkway. 

I. Window sign standards 

Standards: No window sign or advertising poster shall occupy more than 50% of the area of an 
individual window area. 

J. Freestanding and pole sign standards (see appendix II) 

(1) Ground sign. A sign supported by uprights or braces placed upon or in the 
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ground and not attached to any building. Maximum height 8' and must setback 3' 
from property line so as not to obstruct vision (etc.). 

(2) No permanent freestanding sign may be located less than 50 feet from any other 
freestanding sign. 

(3) No freestanding sign shail extend into or over the public right-of-way or any 
property lines. 

(4) Freestanding pole signs under which a pedestrian walkway passes must have an 
8' vertical clearance. Freestanding pole signs under which a driveway passes 
must have a 14' vertical clearance. Under both circumstances, proof of insurance 
coverage shall be provided or an Insurance bond to the City shall be posted. 

K. Two-sided signs. A sign readable from two sides and having faces within 30 degrees of 
parallel planes shall be considered one sign. Each side of such sign shall be permitted the 
square foot display area hereinafter set forth. The two faces must be within 2' of each other at 
all times. (See appendix 11) 

Exceptions. 

The following signs do not require permits but must conform to the requirements as specified 
below: 

1. Historical markers, tablets, statues, memorial signs and plaques; names of 
buildings and dates of erection when cut Into any masonry surface, bronze, stainless 
steel or similar material; and emblems installed by governmental agencies or religious or 
nonprofit organizations, not exceeding 6 square feet. 

2. Flags and insignia of any government except when displayed in connection with 
commercial promotion. (Public Law 829, 77*̂  Congress) 

3. On-premises directional signs for the convenience ofthe general public 
identifying public parking areas, fire zones, entrances, exits and similar signs, internally 
Illuminated or non-illuminated, not exceeding 4 square feet per face. Business names 
and logos may be allowed with Planning Board approval. No directional signs shall 
extend more than 6 feet In height above finished grade unless sign is above the flow of 
traffic. 

4. Non-illuminated warning, "private drive," "posted" or "no trespassing" signs not 
exceeding 2 square feet in area. 

5. One on-premises wall sign, in connection with any residential building in any 
district, for permitted professional offices not exceeding 4 square feet in area. Such sign 
may state name and vocation only. 

6. Number and name plates identifying residents mounted on house, apartment or 
mailbox and not exceeding 1 V2 square feet in area. 

7. Lawn signs identifying residents not exceeding 1 Vi square feet in area. Such 
signs shall not be illuminated except by a light which Is an Integral part of a lamppost If 
used as a support, with no advertising message thereon. 

8. Private-owner merchandise sale signs for garage sales and auctions, not 
exceeding 4 square feet for a period not exceeding 5 days. Such signs shall not be 
attached to utility poles, trees, or any other man-made or natural off-premises structure or 
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be located in the City right-of-way. Signs shall be removed within 24 hours after said 
event. 

9. Temporary, non-illuminated "for sale", "for rent" and real estate signs and signs of 
a similar nature concerning the premises upon which the sign is located. Each sign shall 
not exceed 6 square feet per side in a residential sign district and downtown business 
district nor 8 square feet per side in the Major Arterial District. All signs shall be removed 
one week after the sale, lease or rental of the premises. 

10. One temporary sign for a roadside stand selling agricultural produce grown on the 
premises In season, provided that the sign does not exceed 24 square feet in area In a 
City designated Farmer's Market area. 

11. Holiday decorations, including lighting, are exempt from the provisions of this 
chapter. Said decorations shall have a 10' setback from the curb in front of structure and 
shall be up from November 15 through January 15. 

12. At gasoline stations, a sign attached to gasoline pumps, not to exceed 2 square 
feet in area. 

13. Temporary on-premises directional signs for meetings, conventions and other 
assemblies, not exceeding 8 square feet must be removed at the conclusion of the 
event. 

14. One sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in all sign districts, listing the architect, 
engineer, contractor and/or owner, on premises where construction, renovation or repair 
Is in progress. 

15. No single political poster and/or sign over 4 square feet in a residential sign 
district or 8 square feet in a non-residential sign district shall be allowed. Such signs 
shall not be erected until August 31 of an election year or two months before a special 
election or political event. Total maximum area of signs allowed shall be 16 square feet 
per property. Property owner must give written consent and said sign/poster shall not be 
located in the City right-of-way. All signs shall be removed within one week after the 
election or political event. 

16. No projecting sign shall be erected or maintained from the front or face of a building 
a distance of more than fourteen (14) Inches, including those projecting from the face of 
any theater, hotel or motel marquee. 

17. No portable or temporary sign shall be placed on the front or face of a building or 
on any premises, except as provided in § 190-136 herein. 

18. Swinging signs. Swinging signs shall be mounted using a fork bracket only; no chains 
for mounting purposes are allowed. 

§190-145. Pre-existing, nonconforming signs. 

A. In the event a sign lawfully erected prior to the effective date of the local law does not 
conform to the provisions and standards of this local law, then such signs shall be modified to 
conform or be removed within ten (10) years from September 1, 2008. 

The failure to keep a non-conforming sign painted or in good repair for a period of 6 months after 
due notification by the Department of Building Inspection shall constitute abandonment and such 
sign may not be reused and must be removed. 
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B. Repair and maintenance of legal nonconforming signs. Nothing in this section shall 
relieve the owner or user of a legal nonconforming sign or owner of property on which the legal 
nonconforming sign is located from the provisions of this chapter regarding safety, maintenance 
and repair of signs, contained in this chapter; provided, however, that any repainting, cleaning 
and other normal maintenance or repair of the sign or sign structure shall not modify the sign 
structure or copy in any way which makes It more nonconforming or the sign may lose Its legal 
nonconforming status. 

§190-145 A Electronic Message Signs, Outdoor Numeric Display and Time/Temperature 
Signs. 

Electronic Message Signs shall be permitted in Commercial and Major Arterial Districts subject 
to the provisions of Construction Specifications and the following restrictions: 

(1) Operational Limitations. Such displays shall be limited to stationary displays, the 
frequency and method by which messages/graphics that appear or disappear from the 
display is to be regulated. Special effects or operational modes such as scroll, travel, 
spinning actions or the use of similar transitions and frame effects that have text, 
graphics or images that appear to move or change In size, or be revealed sequentially 
rather than all at once are prohibited. 

(2) Full animation, flashing or video Is prohibited. 

(3) Minimum Display Time. Each message, graphic or image on the sign must be 
displayed for a minimum of twenty seconds. 

(4) Electronic Message signs shall have maximum allowable area of 32 square feet 
(see exception to existing billboards). 

(5) Only one electronic message is allowed per parcel Including outdoor numeric and 
time/temperature display signs. 

(6) Multimedia displays are only allowed to be located within the full enclosure of a 
building structure as to have no exposure to the exterior and cannot be viewed from 
outside. 

(7) Outdoor numeric display - the character height of number or letters contained in 
an outdoor numeric display cannot exceed twelve inches. The application of outdoor 
numeric display for the purpose of advertising fuel/gasoline prices at a fueling facility (or 
auto service station) and room rates at hotels/motels are allowed at existing facilities. 

(8) Electronic message signs shall not be located within 500 linear feet of any other 
such sign. 

(9) Semi-outdoor electronic message signs are restricted to a maximum of four 
square feet in area and must be located within the footprint of the building. Said signs 
shall occupy no more than twenty percent of the glazed opening it Is located behind. 

(10) The application of static digital display is allowed only for those existing billboards 
that have been previously approved by the City. 

B. Severability. 

Each and every clause, sentence, paragraph and section In this Law is separately written In the 
event that any such provision should be decided by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such a decision does not effect the validity of this Law as a whole or 
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any part thereof other than the part declared to be unconstitutional or invalid. 

C. Construction. 

Nothing contained herein shall supercede the Zoning Map of the City of Lockport or Chapter 190 
of the City of Lockport Code. Any provision found to be inconsistent with said Zoning Map of the 
City of Lockport or Chapter 190 ofthe City of Lockport Code shall be determined in accordance 
with Zoning Map of the City of Lockport or Chapter 190 of the City of Lockport Code. 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing In the office ofthe New York State Secretary 
of State in accordance with section 27 ofthe Municipal Home Rule Law. 
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7-8-6 Sign Area Computation 
The following principles shall control the computation of sign area and sign height. 

A. Computation of Area of IndividualiSigns 
(1) The area of a sign face shall be computed as the area of the smallest square, 

circle, rectangle, or triangle that will encompass the extreme limits of the 
writing, representation, emblem, or other display, together with any material 
or color determined by the Commissioner of Building to form an integral part 
of the background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the 
bacicdrop or structure against which it is placed. The supporting structure or 
bracing of a sign shall be omitted in measuring the area of the sign unless such 
structure or bracing Is made part ofthe message or face ofthe sign. 

P SIGN '̂'̂ \ 

(2) Where a sign consists of individual letters, words or symbols attached to a 
surface, building, canopy, awning or wall,-the sign area shall be the area ofthe 
smallest rectangle which completely encompasses all such letters, words or 
symbols and any accompanying baclcground of a color different than the color 
of the wall. 

;L mm 

APPENDIX I 
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Computation of Area of Multi-faced Signs 

the sign area for a sign with more than one face shall be computed by adding 
together the area of all sign faces visible from any one point. When two identical 
sign faces are placed back to back or at an angle of less than 45 degrees and when 
such sign faces are part of the same sign structure, the sign area shall be computed 
by the measurement of one of the faces. 

2 SIDED FLAT SIGN 

WIDTW X HEIGHT= SIGN AREA 

2 SIDED ANGLED SISN 
45" OR UNDER 

WIDTH X HBGHT= SIGN AREA 

S i fS 
1 1 
G G 

2 SIDED SIGN OVER 43" 
WtCXTH' X HEIGHT' = SIGN AHEA 
W1EfrH^KHBeHT'= SIGH AREA 

Computation of Height 

The heightof a sign shall be computed as the 
mean distance from the base{s) of the sign at 
finished grade to the top of the highest attached 
component of the sign. Normal grade shall be 
construed to be the newly established grade after 
construction, exclusive of any filling, berming, 
mounding, or excavating solely for the purpose 
of locating the sign. 

APPENDIX I I 
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicabie.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

I liereby certify that the local law aimexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 
of the (County)(City)(Town)(V^llage) of - - was duly passed by the 

_ - on— - 20-—, in accordance witli the applicable provisions oflaw. 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval 
by the Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 5. _ of 20-Q8-
of the^&Da3dx)(City)(3bffia^^iS^^ of L-Qckport 

- was duly passed by the 
CoiIimon..ComciL on -Sep---. 17,„_, 20 -Q5, and was (apprnvftd)<Wg|ip™pg^^ 

(Name of Legislative Body) 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ by the Mayan _ ._ __ and was deemed duly adopted on -S£p.^._l_8+-._ 20-Q8, 
(Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) 

in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No, - - of 20 
ofthe (County)(City)(Town)(ViIIage) of - - was duly passed by the 

on 20—-, and was (approved)(hot approved)(repassed after 
(Name ofLegislative Body) 

disapproval) by the on- 20—-. Such local law was submitted 
(Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) 

to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative vote ofa majority of 
the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on 20-— , in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting 
referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No - of 20 
ofthe (County)(City)(Town)(yiIlage) of - _ _ _ was duly passed by the 

_ on 20-1- , and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

disapproval) by the on 20—. Such local law was subject to 
(Elective ChiefExecutive Officer*) 

permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting sucli referendum was filed as of 20-— , in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

* Elective ChiefExecutive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer ofa county elected on a county-
wide basis or, if there be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or 
the supervisor of a town where such officer is vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 



5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 

I liereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. — — of 20 
ofthe City of having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of 
section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special)(general) election held on-- 20— , 
became operative. 

6, (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No of 20 
of the County of State of P̂ ew York, having been submitted to the electors 
at the General Election ofNovember 20—, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 ofthe 
Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cit­
ies of said county as a unit and a majority ofthe qualified electors ofthe towns of said county considered as a unit 
voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 

I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same 
is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of sijchorigto} local law, and was finall/adopted in the manner in­
dicated in paragraph—2 , above. 

or officer designated by local legislative body 

(Seal) n^t-. September 18, 2008 

City, i&eaesinifigaderk / 

(Certification to be executed by County Attomey, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, Village Attorney or 
other authorized attorney of locality.) 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
coubTTYOF Niagara 

I , the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local la^-eontTms the correct text andTtEafalt-pKjper proceedings 
have been had or taken for the enactment of the Ipqal law annel 

Title 
Corporation Counsel 

City Lockport 

Date: September 18, 2008 



MICHAEL W. TUCKER 
MAYOR 

the Mayor 
LOCKPORT MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

One Locks Plaza 
Lockport, New York 14094 

Phone (716) 439-6665 
Fax (716) 439-6668 

September 18, 2008 

To Whom it May Concem: 

I, Michael W. Tucker, Mayor ofthe City of Lockport, New York, do 
hereby approve the local law adopted by the Common Council on 
September 17, 2008 entitled: 

"A LOCAL LAW relative to amending the Lockport Code, 
Chapter 190 Zoning, Article XVII Sign Regulations." 

MICHAtLVV: TUCKER 
Mayor 


