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To amend Watershed Zone Wastewater Management Law, Chapter 130, Part 5, Cazenovia 
Lake Watershed Zone, Article XXIV Uniform Wastewatee Management, Sewers and Sewage 
Disposal, 

A Local Law 

(Insert TiUe) 

TOWN BOARD 
Be it enacted by the of the 

(Name of Legislative Body) 

County TOWN OF CAZENOVIA 
City of as follows; 
Town 
Village 

Parts 
Cazenovia Lake Watershed Zone 

ARTICLE X X I V 
Uniform Wastewater Management 

§ 130-94, Purpose. 

The purpose of this Part 5 is to preserve the quality of Cazenovia Lake and surface and ground 
water in the Town of Cazenovia. These standards are established to ensure adequate perform­
ance of wastewater treatment systems, to protect public health and to optimize the effectiveness 
of the systems removing nutrients from wastewater. 

§ 130-95. Applicability. 

This Part 5 shall be in effect throughout the Cazenovia Lake Watershed Zone (herein referred to 
as the "Watershed") and apply to all wastewater treatment systems not subject to continuous su­
pervision by the New York State Departments of Environmental Conservation and/or Health. 



§ 130-96. Definitions. 

All definitions printed in Appendbc 75-A of the New York State Department of Health Adminis­
trative Codes, Rules and Regulations shall apply to this Part 5. Additional definitions include the 
following: 

AGENT ~ A person requested, employed or contracted by an owner or owners, occupant or 
lessee. 

AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION(Hereinafter Authority) ~ The Code Enforcement Of­
ficer or licensed engineer or other officiai(s) designated by the Town or other regulatory agency 
having the responsibility to enforce the provisions of this Part 5. 

CAZENOVIA LAKE WATERSHED PROTECTION ZONE QUESTIONAIRE - the form is 
to be completed by the wastewater system owner upon request of the Authority, to be used by 
the authority to determine the effectiveness of any wastewater system in which the owner shall 
provide all information available including, but not limited to, the type of wastewater system 
serving the subject property, capacity of the system, location, usage, age and maintenance his­
tory. 

CRITICAL WATER QUALITY PROTECTION ZONE ~ The district formerly defined as the 
"Lake Frontage Residential Use District" in the Town of Cazenovia Zoning Ordinance of 1962, 
as amended, which mcluded all ofthe property inside ofthe geographic area bounded by East 
Lake Road, North Lake Road, West Lake Road and US Route 20. For purposes of this Part 5, 
the Critical Water Quality Protection Zone shall include all property north of Cazenovia Lake 
inside of the geographic area contained in the Cazenovia Heights Subdivision commonly know 
as the "Rossler Subdivision." The Cazenovia Heights Subdivision is defined by a map, attached 
hereto, which was prepared on August 15, 1967, by August L. Christopherson. The Critical Wa­
ter Quality Protection Zone shall also include the parcel located north of Lot Number 9 and 
south of Lot Number 13 of the Cazenovia Heights Subdivision and also include any land within 
500 feet of Cazenovia Lake as defmed by the submitted map. 

DISTANCE — The shortest horizontal linear distance from the nearest point or structure or ob­
ject to the high water mark ofthe nearest watercourse or the edge, margin or top of the precipi­
tous bank forming the mean high water mark of a watercourse. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ Any building constructed or placed on a undeveloped site and re­
quiring a new wastewater system and currently not utilizing a wastewater system. 

REPLACEMENT WASTEWATER SYSTEM - Any construction or modification ofa system 
for an existing building which already has a system. Complete replacement ofa system for an ex­
isting property with a system shall be considered a replacement wastewater system. 



WASTEWATER -Liquids containing sewage or other contaminated liquids of any kind in or 
from the drainage system of sewer of a domestic dwelling or any other structure utilized for 
commercial, recreational, agricultural, institutional or industrial purposes. 

WATERCOURSES - Shall be identified by the town of Cazenovia after consultation with 
Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Department of Environmental 
Conservation and published on a set of maps. 

§ 130-97. Disposal of wastewater from new construction. 

A. Wastewater from any new construction shall be discharged directly into the public waste­
water disposal system if available and accessible within 100 feet of the property line. 

B. I f there is no public wastewater disposal available, residential, commercial or institutional 
wastewater must be treated by a wastewater treatment system designed by a licensed engineer or 
registered sanitarian and approved by the Town of Cazenovia Code Enforcement Official or the 
Madison County Heath Department. 

§ 130-98. Water quality protection zones. 

Two zones within the Cazenovia Lake Watershed are established for the protection of water, 
public health and safety. 

A. Zone 1, or the "critical water protection zone," shall include the land within the Lake 
Residential Dye Test Zone or any area within 500 feet of Cazenovia Lake. 

B. Zone 2 shall include all other land in the Lake Watershed Zone. 

§ 130-99. Rules and regulations for disposal of human excreta. 

A. No untreated wastewater from a wastewater system shall be deposited or allowed to es­
cape into any watercourse in the Watershed, or allowed to surface or be washed over the 
ground. 

B. No human excreta, either raw or partially decomposed, may be dipped, pumped or shov­
eled from a septic, aerobic or holding tank and placed in or on the ground of the Watershed 
without the specific approval of the site by the Department of Environmental Conservation of 
the State of New York. 

C. Any septic or holding tank that shows evidence of leaking must be replaced or repaired 
within the time period specified in § 130-108. 



§ 130-100. Design standards for wastewater systems for new construction. 

A. Wastewater systems for new household construction shall be designed in accordance 
with New York State Department of Health Administrative Codes, Rules and Regulations Ap­
pendix 75-A. The definitions contained in Appendix 75-A shall also apply to this Part 5. 
B. Wastewater systems for new commercial or institutional construction shall be designed 
according to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation guidelines in 
"Standards for Waste Treatment Works - Institutional and Commercial Sewage Facilities," or 
current reference. 

§ 130-101. Design standards for replacement wastewater systems. 

A. Construction and replacement wastewater systems shall be designed and shall 
be installed under the direction of the Authority. 

B. Replacement household systems shall be designed and shall be installed according to the 
provisions of the New York Department of Health Administrative Codes, Rules and Regulations 
Appendix 75-A. 

C. Wastewater systems for replacement commercial or institutional construction shall be de­
signed according to the NYSDEC guidelines in "Standards for Waste Treatment Works- Institu­
tional and Commercial Sewage Facilities," or current reference. 

§ 130-102. Wastewater system inspections and surveys. 

A. The Authority is empowered to enter upon all properties within the Watershed serviced 
by septic of other like wastewater treatment disposal systems to make regular and thorough in­
spections of all wastewater treatment systems for the purpose of protection of the health, safety 
and well being ofthe people of the town of Cazenovia and for the protection of Cazeno\ia Lake 
by observation and testing of wastewater treatment systems. Whenever it shall appear to the 
Authority that a wastewater system is inadequate, a written notice of violation shall be given to 
the property owner, to be served by certified mail retum receipt requested, specifying the nature 
of the violation and required corrective action. The owner of the wastewater system shall have 
30 days from the date of mailing of the nofice of violation to obtain a wastewater systems con­
strucfion permit. Completion of work detailed in the wastewater system construction permit shall 
be performed within the time period specified in the permit, according to § 130-108. 

B. The Authority shall conduct a preliminary survey (i.e., mail survey) of all systems within 
three years ofthe effective date this Part 5 to determine inspection priorities. After the survey 
has been completed, systems in Zone 1 will be scheduled for inspection at least once every five 
years. For newly installed wastewater systems, the first required inspection shall be no sooner 
than five years after installation or one year after installation for a holding tank, unless a property 
transfer or a complaint requires sooner action. 



C. Systems that are currently in the Lake Residential Dye Test Zone that have successfully 
passed the dye test will not be required to repeat the dye test. To protect the quahty of Cazeno­
via Lake it is required that ail septic tanks within the Critical Water Protection Zone be pumped 
and inspected at least every five years. Proof of pumping and inspection described in § 130-104 
will eliminate the need for fiirther dye tesfing. 
D. As provided by Public Health Law section 340(3) and pursuant to Resolufion No. 240 
adopted by the Madison County Board of Supervisors on November 30, 1994 establishing the 
Madison County Health District and the items covered by the County Health District the Madi­
son County Department of Heahh shall investigate all complaints under the provisions of this 
Part 5 and document all follow-up investigations 

E. The failure by the wastewater system owner to complete and deliver the Questionaire re­
ferred to in section 130-96 hereof to the Authority within 30 days of the mailing date of the re­
quest by certified mail retum receipt requested shall be deemed a violation of this Part 5. 

§ 130-103. Property transfer and refinancing inspections. 

A. Prior to any property transfer, all septic or holding tanks must be pumped by a DEC-
licensed waste hauler at least 10 days prior to the time of property transfer, unless it has already 
been pumped and mspected by the Authority within the past two years. The property owner 
must give the Authority at least 48 hours notice to arrange for inspection of the tank. 

B. The fihration and/or absorption area must be evaluated by the Authority at least 10 days 
prior to the time of property transfer. 

C. The Authority shall perform the inspection as per applicable provisions in this section 
when a lending institution requires a property owner to obtain a wastewater system inspection 
for property refinancing in the Watershed. 

D. Upon discovery that the wastewater system is failing or inadequate, a vmtten notice of 
violation will be issued as per 
§ 130-108, and an Authority approved constmction permit to correct the violation must be ob­
tained prior to property transfer. 

E. For aerobic systems, the new owner must send a signed copy ofa service contract to the 
authority having jurisdicfion within 30 days after property transfer. 

F. Only the Authority is authorized to conduct a property transfer or mortgage refinance in­
spection as defined by this Part 5. 

§ 130-104. Regular septic tank inspection. 

A. All septic tanks in Zone 1 ofthe Water Quality Protection Zones are required to be 
pumped at least once every 5 years and concurrently inspected by the Authority to ensure baffles 



are adequate; to check for holes or cracks; and to ensure proper overall operation and to protect 
the filtration/absorption area from clogging and extend the life of the system. The Authority shall 
develop a complete database of every septic system within the Watershed in order to establish 
minimum standards for each homeowner, to protect the pubUc health, safety and welfare and to 
preserve the Lake area. The database shall consist of information taken from an inspection form 
similar to that attached as Appendix A. I f the tank is undersized, more frequent inspections may 
be required. Additional tank volimie may be required by the authority having jurisdiction to meet 
system use and capacity standards. 

b) After septic tank pumping, the DEC-certified contractor is required to send a septic tank 
pumping inspection form to the authority ha\^g jurisdiction, certif>dng the septic tank was 
pumped and describing maintenance work completed. 

§ 130-105. Wastewater system construction pennit. 

A. No constmction of new or replacement wastewater systems shall be commenced until ap­
plication for a septic disposal constmction permit is reviewed and a permit is issued by the 
Authority. 

B. I f expansion of greater than 50% of the stmcture to be serviced by the septic system is 
proposed the owner of the property shall arrange for a wastewater treatment system inspection 
as an integral part of the building permit application process. The Authority shall determine 
whether expansion of the building or dwelling, including its use, represents an increased hydrau­
lic loading to the system. For the purpose of this Part 5, an "existmg wastewater treatment sys­
tem" shall be defined as an accessory stmcture and as such subject to the regulations pursuant to 
Appendix J, Existing Buildings and Stmctures, of the Residential Code of the New York State 
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. 

C. Constmction of a system shall be in accordance with the specifications approved in the 
septic disposal constmction permit. 

D. No element of the system shall be covered until inspected and approved by the Authority 
as bemg in accordance with the septic disposal constmction pennit. Covered work shall be un­
covered to permit inspection whenever considered necessary by the Authority. 

E. The Authority shall be notified a minimum of 48 hours prior to the requested inspection 
date. 

F. A septic disposal constmction permit shall be vahd for one year. 

§ 130-106. Systems in need of replacement. 

Any wastewater treatment system needing replacement shall be designed by a New York State 
licensed engineer and must be reviewed and approved by the Madison County Health Depart­
ment. 



7§ 130-107. Pennit to operate required. 

No wastewater system shall be placed in operation, or any new building, stmcture or mobile 
home be occupied, until a permit to operate has been issued indicating that such system has been 
constmcted in compliance with the septic disposal constmction permit. 

§ 130-108, Penalties for offenses. 

A. Pursuant to section 130-103D where there is found to be a wastewater disposal system in 
violation of this Part 5, and for any other violation of this Part 5, written notice of violation shall 
be issued to any property owner stating a date(s) by which corrective action shall be completed. 
Any violation beyond that date shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $250 and/or a term of 
imprisonment not to exceed 15 days. Each week of violation shall be considered a separate of­
fense. In the event of continued violations, the Authority may apply for an injunction or other re­
lief including property condemnation from the appropriate court or Town Board. In the event 
that the Town institutes proceedings either m local court or in Supreme Court to enforce the 
provisions of this Part 5, the offending parties shall be liable for all attomey fees, costs and dis­
bursements incurred by the Town in bringing said enforcement proceedings. 

B. More severe penalties than listed above may be imposed by local court for blatant and 
willfiil violations such as dumping septic or holding tank wastes directly into surface waters. 

§ 130-109. Fees. 

A fee will be set by the Town of Cazenovia Town Board and adjusted as needed to charge for 
each septic disposal constmction permit and wastewater system inspection by the Authority. 

(See Map next page.) 





(Complete the cerfification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of (his local law and 
strike out (hat Mhich is not appUcable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

1 hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed bylhe 

on 20 » in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 
(Name of Legiaiative B o d y ) 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval 
by the Elective Chief Executive Officer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 1 of 20 
of the (Go:aiW5')̂ 3 )̂(Town)(X^Mxg!eO of Cazenovia was duly passed by the 

Town Board on 20 > and was (approved)(««tKfi>sej?px«^©d)(tepQX3eckxfeDex 
"(Name of L€gi*l*t'i^« B o d y ) 

XHiifSp^xrAii) by the lo rn Supervisor and was deemed duly adopted on February 9, 20 0^ , 
(E lec t iveChie f Executive Off ice r*) 

in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Final adoption b> referendum.) 

1 hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as locallaw No. of 20 
of the (Count) )fCit\ )(Town)f\ iliage) of was duly passed b>' the 

on 20 > arid was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after 
(Name of Legislative Body"] 

disappro\al) b\- the on 20 • Such local law was 
(Elective~Chief Executive Off ice r*) 

submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on 

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting 
referndum.) 

1 hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 
of the (Couniy)(City)(Town)(ViUage) of was duly passed by the 

on 20 and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after 
(Name of Legislative B o d y ) 

disapproval) by the on 20 Such local law was subject to 
(Elective Chief Executive O f f i c e r ' ) 

permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of 20 . 
in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

'Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a 
county-wide basis or, if there be none, the chairman of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city 
or village, or the supervisor of a toMn where such officer is vested with the pov êr to approve or veto local 
laws or ordinances. 

(2) 



5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of20 
of the City of having been submitted to referendum pursuant to 
the provisions of section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote 
of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special)(general) election held on 

20 , became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

of20 1 hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 
of the County of , State of New York, having been submitted to 

20 the electors at the General Election of November , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of 
section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and of a majority of the qualified electors of the towns 
of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropritate certification.) 

1 further certify that I have compared the preceding locai law with the original on file in this office and that 
the same is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such oi^inal local law, and was finally adopted 
in the manner indicated in paragraph 2 above. 

Linda C. Mather, Town Clerk 
Clerk of the County legiaiative body, City, Town or Village Clerk 

or officer designated by local iegilsative body 

(Seal) Date: February 9, 2004 

(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, Village Attorney or 
other authorized Attorney of locaUty.) 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF Madison 

I , the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that all proper 
proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the local law annexed hereto. 

Attorney f o r the Town 
Titlf 

Town 
Y^si^e 

Date: 

of Cazenovia, New York 

February 9, 2004 


